Galatians 5:8


 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PEISMONĒ, which means “persuasion.”  This is the only occurrence of this word in Scripture.  It is derived from the verb PEITHW, which we just had in the last verse.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “[is].”
 is the absolute objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”
 is the preposition EK plus the articular ablative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KALEW, which means “from the One who calls.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, is translated “who,” and refers to God the Holy Spirit.


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of something, which came into being in the past.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produced the action of inviting us to believe in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
Gal 5:8 corrected translation
“This persuasion is not from the One who has called you.”
Explanation:
1.  The Galatians were not taught these legalistic concepts from the Mosaic Law, because the Mosaic Law doesn’t teach these concepts either.  The One who called us is God the Holy Spirit.  He is the member of the Trinity who invites (calls) the believer to believe in Christ.  We are called or invited to believe in Christ by the Holy Spirit through His ministry of common grace.  He is also the one who teaches, instructs, influences and persuades us that the word of God or teaching of the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age are true.  The persuasion is another way of referring to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  When we hear something new taught (like salvation through faith alone apart from the works of the Law), the Holy Spirit is one who persuades us that this is the true standard of God.  The ‘persuasion’ mentioned here is that salvation is by circumcision and keeping the Mosaic Law thereafter.
2.  Rather, the Galatians had to be persuaded by the Judaizers that these legalistic concepts were true, when in fact they were not true.

3.  Principle: Beware of those who are trying desperately to persuade you of something.  They are probably misinformed.

4.  Most zealots are misinformed because they only hear what they want to hear in the first place.


a.  Most people come to new information with preconceived notions.


b.  Most of us already have a very strong belief system about what is true and what is not true before someone tells us something.


c.  Therefore, we bring our belief system with us whenever we hear something new.


d.  This can be a good thing or it can be a bad thing, depending on how we use our belief system.


e.  Subjective people have preconceived beliefs about what is true, what is real, what is right, and no amount of evidence to the contrary will convince them otherwise.  For example, Satan is absolutely convinced that he can make himself like the Most High God, and nothing God could tell him would persuade him otherwise.


f.  When we hear something new, the first thing we must do is hear the person out, listen to the entire subject, give the person enough opportunity to explain themselves thoroughly.  This is what we must always do when listening to the teaching of doctrine.


g.  Then we must apply what we already know to be true to what we have heard.  If there is a conflict, then we have to make a decision.  Subjective people stick with their previous beliefs no matter what the evidence to the contrary.  Objective people test the information against a set of trusted absolute norms and standards.

5.  The Judaizers were zealots with preconceived notions and a rigid belief system that would not allow them to accept anything contrary to their legalism (like grace).  They took this belief system and forced it intellectually upon the Galatians.  Unfortunately, the Galatians bought it completely.

6.  Paul’s proof test for objectivity is: did the information come from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit or not?  So, to understand this verse we must understand the subject of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and the subject of objectivity.

7.  Objectivity is the result of enforced and genuine humility, which requires unwilling or willing obedience to higher authority.


a.  God gives us authority in life for our own protection and guidance.


b.  The first system of authority in life to take up this role is parents.  They have authority over the children, and provide discipline and authority to obtain both willing and unwilling obedience in the children.


c.  This legitimate use of authority develops humility in the child.


d.  Some children, just like some adults, resist, reject, and fight authority all their lives.  They only learn from enforced humility.


e.  Enforced humility is unwilling compliance to authority.  Or stated another way: enforced humility is the proper use of authority demanding the obedience of the one under that authority, so that the one under that authority complies with the wishes of the authority against their will.


f.  Genuine humility is willing compliance to authority.


g.  Obedience to authority produces humility, which results in objectivity.


h.  Objectivity is the proper mental attitude for learning and understanding new information, which is contrary to our established belief system.


i.  All mystery doctrine of the Church Age is new information, which is contrary to our established belief system from our former manner of life in the cosmic system.  For those who only live by enforced humility, it is new information contrary to their established belief system from their current manner of life in the cosmic system.


j.  Therefore, obedience to authority produces humility, which establishes objectivity in the soul, which is absolutely necessary for the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


k.  These Galatians had lost their objectivity and teachability to the doctrinal information of the spiritual life of the Church Age because they had come to reject the authority of Paul as their right pastor.  Having rejected his authority, they had subjectivity and arrogance instead of objectivity and humility.

8.  Our Lord delineated the fact that the Holy Spirit would be our teacher during the Church Age, Jn 14:26; 16:12-14.  Paul declared this in detail in 1 Cor 2:9-16.
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