Galatians 5:7



 is the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb TRECHW, which means “to run.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which depicts an action which has begun in the past as having continued over a period of time up to some undefined point.  This idiom may be translated by the English past perfect.


The active voice indicates the Galatians had been producing this action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the comparative adverb KALWS, which means “finely, rightly, well.”
“You had been running well.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who?”
 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all, or all of you.”
is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGKOPTW, which means “to cut into; to hinder (1 Thes 2:18, “For this reason we wanted to come to you, on the one hand I, Paul, not only once but twice; nevertheless Satan hindered us.”)

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the verb into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “who” produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that have a factual answer.

 is the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth.”  There is no need for the article here, which indicates the high quality of the truth being referenced.  This is the truth of the word of God.

 is the negative adverb MĒ (“not”) plus the present passive infinitive from the verb PEITHW, which in the passive voice means “(1) to be persuaded, to believe; or (2) to listen to, to obey.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates the Galatians receive the action of not obeying the truth.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.

“Who hindered you, so that you are not obeying the truth?”
Gal 5:7 corrected translation
“You had been running well.  Who hindered you, so that you are not obeying the truth?”
Explanation:
1.  Running here is a metaphor for spiritual advance in the spiritual life of the Church Age.


a.  Running is the believer’s advance to maturity.  While walking connotes the modus operandi of the Christian life, running connotes the advance.


b.  Running is related to the blessings of maturity, 1 Cor 9:24-27.  The believer has to keep studying the word of God, so he doesn’t lose his spiritual growth and therefore his rewards.

(1) 1 Cor 9:24, “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 

receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.”
(2) 1 Cor 9:25, “Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all 
things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.”
(3) 1 Cor 9:26, “Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, 

as not beating the air;”
(4) 1 Cor 9:27, “but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.”

c.  Running is contrasted with reversionism in our verse.


d.  Running is related to doctrinal teaching.



(1)  Gal 2:2, “And I submitted to them the Gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.”


(2)  Phil 2:16, “Holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.”


(3)  We stop running when we forsake the assembling of ourselves together. Heb 10:25, “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”  The legalistic Judaizers in the Jerusalem church were those to whom the writer of Hebrews refers when he mentions those who have a habit of not assembling for the teaching of the word of God.  They were the one’s going back to Judaism and the worship in the Temple, which is the major reason why the Temple had to be destroyed.


e.  Running is related to the advance to maturity. Heb 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the easily entangling sin, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
2.  Notice that Paul doesn’t question the fact that the Galatians have been hindered in their spiritual growth.  They have been hindered and he assumes this as already true in his question.

3.  Paul and the Galatians both already know the answer to this question.  Therefore, it is a rhetorical question.  The legalistic Judaizers are the ones who have hindered the Galatians in their continued spiritual growth.  The Galatians know it, but are in denial.  Paul knows it, and very importantly points it out, so that the Galatians are forced to deal with the issue.

4.  How are the Galatians not obeying the truth?


a.  The truth is a synonym for the word of God.


b.  The word of God for Church Age believers is found in the writing of the New Testament.


c.  The primary teaching of the dispensation of the Church Age is found in the writings of the epistles of Paul, Peter, John, and the combined authorship of the letter to the Hebrews.


d.  The teachings of the dispensation of the Church Age are called mysteries because this information was kept hidden from the greatest believers and prophets of the Old Testament.


e.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age states directly that the believer is to assemble together (Heb 10:25) and to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.


f.  Negative volition to the teaching of the word of God is “not obeying the truth.”  Negative volition takes several forms and must be clearly understood.



(1)  One form of negative volition to the teaching of the word of God is simply the refusal to assemble with other believers to hear the word of God taught.



(2)  Another form is the person who goes to church, but pays no attention to what is taught.  They day-dream or think about what they will do later.



(3)  Another type of negative volition is the person who assembles, listens carefully, and then rejects what they hear as somehow being wrong.  This person may or may not then be antagonistic to what they have heard, and vocalize their disagreement.



(4)  Some believers listen and then twist the meaning and explanation of what they have heard to justify their own erroneous beliefs or standards.



(5)  The ultimate result of all these types of negative volition is failure to obey the commands and mandates of the word of God.  God says, “Do this” and the person does not obey because they didn’t hear, didn’t listen, didn’t pay attention, can’t remember, doesn’t care, or just outright rejects what God wants.  Regardless of the reason, the negative believer does not obey what God wants.


(6)  The negative believer who does not obey the truth cannot love God.




(a)  Jn 14:15, “If you unconditionally love Me, you will obey My commandments.”



(b)  Jn 14:21, “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me; and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father, and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.’”



(c)  Jn 14:23, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone unconditionally loves Me, he will obey My teaching; and My Father will unconditionally love him, and We will come to him and make a home with him.”



(d)  Jn 14:24, “He who does not love Me does not obey My teachings; in fact the message which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”
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