Galatians 5:5



is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who are positive to the teaching of the word of God and are living the spiritual life of the Church Age.

 is the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “because of the Spirit” and is a reference to God the Holy Spirit.  The word in the instrumental indicates what caused the action of the verb to be performed.  The instrumental of cause indicates the original factor which produced the action of our eager expectation of righteousness.

 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular passive sense of the noun PISTIS, which means “by means of doctrine.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ELPIS, which means “hope in the sense of absolute confidence; expectation.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this confidence.

 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”
 is the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APEKDECHOMAI, which means “to await or expect eagerly.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on for all believers of the Church Age who are positive to the teaching of the word of God.


The middle/passive deponent has this form but is active in meaning, all positive believers producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the eager expectation of positive believers.

Gal 5:5 corrected translation
“For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  A similar passage is found in Col 1:5. “because of the hope [confident expectation] which is stored up for your benefit in the heavens, which [hope of eternal life] you heard before in the true message of the gospel.”
2.  Our verse looks back to verse one. Gal 5:1, 5 “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore, stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.  For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”

a.  Paul digressed to emphasize the importance of not becoming entangled again in the yoke of slavery through the legalism of the Mosaic Law.


b.  Now he continues his explanation of the importance of standing fast in the spiritual life of the Church Age – because we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness.

3.  The expectation of righteousness is a two-sided coin.


a.  On one side is spiritual capacity righteousness, which gives us the capacity to enjoy and appreciate all our blessings in time.


b.  On the other side of the coin are the blessings for eternity.


c.  This expectation of righteousness came by our faith in Christ for salvation.  Our soul is saved by the imputation of divine righteousness at the point we believe in Christ.


d.  We eagerly expect the full impact of this righteousness in eternity.  The full impact of this righteousness is our full spiritual capacity to appreciate being with our Lord and all that He has done for us.


e.  God the Holy Spirit is the one who makes this expectation a spiritual reality to us.  This is a part of His ministry to us as our Mentor, our Paraclete, our Helper.

4.  We have to understand two doctrines to understand this verse.
a.  The Doctrine of Spiritual Capacity Righteousness.


(1)  Spiritual capacity righteousness is the capacity to do what is spiritually right and correct.  It is the capacity to do what God wants in our thinking, speaking, and actions.



(2)  We are not born again with the capacity to do what God wants.  We have to grow up spiritually by learning and applying the word of God to our circumstances.



(3)  We have God’s righteousness imputed to us at salvation, but this righteousness does not influence our thinking or behavior.  Two things influence our thinking and behavior—the word of God in our soul and the ministry of God the Holy Spirit as our teacher and mentor.


(4)  We develop the capacity to do what God wants (what is right) by learning the word of God.  Once the Holy Spirit has something to work with, He influences us to apply the doctrine we have learned to do the right thing.



(5)  As we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we develop the spiritual capacity to do what God wants at all times under all circumstances.  This is the status of spiritual maturity, which allows our Lord to give us the blessings He has held on deposit for us from eternity past.

b.  The Doctrine of Escrow Blessings.


(1)  In eternity past God the Father deposited into escrow two categories of blessings for us: blessings for time (when we reach spiritual maturity and during our time on earth during the millennial reign of Christ) and blessings for the eternal state in the new heavens and new earth.



(2)  These blessings are part of our eternal inheritance.  They have been entrusted to the Lord Jesus Christ as the escrow officer, who guards and protects them until we have the capacity to enjoy and appreciate the Giver more than the gift.



(3)  Upon reaching spiritual maturity, we have the capacity to enjoy the Giver and the gift.  Therefore, the Lord can begin to take these blessings our of escrow and begin to impute them to us.  These blessings are both spiritual and temporal.  Abraham had both great spiritual blessings and temporal blessings as did Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, and others.


(4)  God is patiently waiting to bless us.  He just needs us to grow up spiritually, so we can enjoy the blessings.
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