Galatians 5:4



 is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KATARGEW, which means “to make ineffective, to make powerless; to abolish, to set aside; to be released, to be estranged from your association with someone.”  The last meaning is correct here.  But please understand that being released from your association with Christ is not the correct translation.  You can never be released from your association with Christ.  You become estranged from Christ, but you still have your relationship with Him.  This word is used for a wife who is estranged from her husband because they no longer think the same way.  He is still her husband and she is still his wife.  The relationship is still there, but they no longer have the harmonious rapport they once had.  This is the word picture Paul presents here.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers into a single whole the estrangement of the legalistic believer from the spiritual life of grace orientation, but regards it from the standpoint of its results – the legalistic believer has been estranged from Christ.


The passive voice indicates that the legalistic believer receives the action of being estranged from Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, which means “from Christ.”
“You have been estranged from Christ,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “whoever.”  Paul uses the indefinite pronoun to indicate his objectivity and unconditional love.  He is not pointing fingers at anyone specifically, but making a generalized comment that each individual hearing the teaching of this letter must apply to himself personally in the privacy of his or her royal priesthood.  Only you know if you are really a legalist, and only you should be the one criticizing you.  You have no right to go up to another person and criticize them for being legalistic.  You give them the privacy of their priesthood and let God the Holy Spirit deal with their conscience through the Bible doctrine resident in their soul.

 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “by means of the Law.”
 is the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb DIKAIOW, which Paul uses almost exclusively of God’s judgment.  It is used especially of men who receive the divine gift of DIKAIOSUNĒ, as a theological technical term “be justified” Mt 12:37; Acts 13:39; Rev 22:11; Rom 2:13; 3:20 (Ps 142:2), 24,28; 4:2; 5:1,9; 1 Cor 4:4; Gal 2:16f (Ps 142:2); 3:11, 24; 5:4; Tit 3:7.


The present tense is a tendential present, which is used to indicate an action being contemplated, or proposed, or attempted, but which has not actually taken place.  Syntax of the Greek NT, page 86, by James Brooks and Carlton Winbery, suggests the translation “who are attempting to be justified by the Law.”

The passive voice indicates that certain legalistic believers receive the action of trying to be justified in their spiritual life by keeping the Mosaic Law.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.”
 is the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “from grace.”  This is a title for the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Grace is the name of the spiritual life of the Church Age.  When Paul says you have fallen from “Grace,” he means that the legalist has fallen from; that is, is no longer living the spiritual life of the Church Age.

 is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EKPIPTW, which is a technical nautical term and means “to drift off course from something.”  Here it means “to drift off course from grace.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which presents a present reality with the certainty of a past event.


The active voice indicates that legalistic believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what is happening to these believers.  This is also a dogmatic statement of fact.

“You have drifted off course from grace.”
Gal 5:4 corrected translation
“You have been estranged from Christ, whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.  You have drifted off course from grace.” 

Explanation:
1.  This verse is directed toward believers.

2.  Once we believe in Christ we can never lose our relationship with Christ.

3.  The NASV has the translation, “you have been severed from Christ” which is blasphemy.  No believer can be severed from Christ.  That is a part of our eternal security.  If we can be severed from Christ, then God’s promises are worthless, and God is not God.

4.  We have a relationship with Christ from which we can become estranged.  We do this to ourselves.  It is called reversionism or Christian degeneracy.
5.  In reversionism, we reject our relationship with Christ, but we cannot break that relationship.  Just as a father or mother can never break their relationship with their children, so we can never break our relationship with Christ by anything we do.

6.  However, we can drift off course from grace orientation and our spiritual life based upon grace, and attempt to live a life based upon works.  This is moral degeneracy, legalism, and the pseudo spiritual life of works.

7.  In Paul’s day, Jews were attempting to be saved by keeping the Mosaic Law.  Jews who had become believers in Christ were turning back to the Mosaic Law as the means of living the Christian life.  These same legalistic Jews were trying to get all   Paul’s new converts to Christianity to do the same thing.

8.  Therefore, these Jewish believers were attempting to be justified in their spiritual life by keeping the Mosaic Law, and therefore, had drifted off the course of grace upon which they had originally embarked.

9.  To thoroughly understand this verse we must understand two doctrines.


a.  Eternal Security.



(1)  We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.  That sealing is the permanent work of God.  The seal of our eternal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be broken by anything we do or fail to do.  It is the work of God, not of man.  Therefore, we cannot undo the work of God.  God the Father has also made a divine promise to save us and keep us saved.  He cannot undo His divine promise.  For God to not keep a single promise would make God a liar and unfaithful.  This is why He remains faithful even though we are unfaithful to Him.


(2)  Our soul life is absolutely secure in Christ because we are in union with Him.  God the Holy Spirit places us into the status of union with Christ at our salvation and this union cannot be broken by God.  We can try to break it, but God will not let go of us.  We are His permanently.



(3)  At salvation God creates in us a human spirit.  That human spirit attaches itself to our human soul.  God also imputes eternal life to that human spirit.  The attachment of the human spirit with its eternal life to the human soul is another basis for our eternal security.


b.  Reversionism.



(1)  A believer can get into a state of sinfulness and remain there for the rest of their life.  This is a status of perpetual carnality.  The eventual result of this status of perpetual carnality is suffering the divine punishment of physical death.


(2)  A believer can revert back to the thinking and lifestyle they had as an unbeliever.  They can slowly move into a reverse status in their spiritual life.  This is also called Christian degeneracy.



(3)  Reversionism generally polarizes into either moral degeneracy on the one hand of immoral degeneracy on the other hand.



(4)  A believer begins reverting back to their former lifestyle by sinning and failing to recover through the use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, acknowledging their sins to God.  As this state of being continued, the teaching of the word of God is rejected.  The longer this continues the deeper the person gets into blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.  Eventually, all love, appreciation, gratitude, and trust in God is gone.  The believer has completely reverted back to his former way of thinking and living.  He has not lost his salvation, but is in the state of sinfulness resulting in death.
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