Galatians 5:3


is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Moreover.”  With this we have the first person singular present middle/passive deponent indicative from the verb MARTUROMAI, which means “to testify, bear witness; affirm, insist, implore.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is now doing.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul is emphatically stating a principle.

 is the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again.”
is the dative of indirect object from masculine singular adjective PAS and the noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “to all men.”
 is the dative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb PERITEMNW, which means “to receive circumcision; to be circumcised.”

The present tense is an iterative present for whenever this takes place.


The passive voice indicates that men receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the conjunction HOTI, used to indicate the content of what is said.  It is translated “that.”
“Moreover I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun OPHEILETĒS, which means “debt” but when used with EIMI it means “to be under obligation.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the man who receives circumcision produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of truth.

is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HOLOS plus the article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the whole Law.”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to perform, to do, to keep, to carry out.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the function of the person’s life into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that the person who receives circumcision is obligated to produce this action.


The infinitive is used as the direct object of the verbal idea “to be obligated.”
“he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.”
Gal 5:3 corrected translation
“Moreover I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul repeats himself for dramatic emphasis as well as to make a very important point.  If the Galatians intend on just getting circumcised and then go their merry way living the spiritual life of the Church Age, they have another thing coming.

2.  Paul makes it very clear that if they receive circumcision they must keep the whole Mosaic Law.


a.  The act of receiving circumcision for the Gentile Galatians is a ceremonial act of acceptance of the entire legalistic system of the Mosaic Law as the means of salvation and the spiritual life.


b.  They cannot just buy into part of the legalistic system without getting the rest of it as well.


c.  In other words, you don’t become a partial legalist in the spiritual life.  You are either a grace-oriented believer or you are a legalist.  There is no middle ground.

3.  Circumcision for the Gentile was the act of entering the Jewish belief system and trying to have a relationship with God through keeping the requirements of the Law.

4.  The Mosaic Law taught that a man was required to keep the whole Law and not just the parts of it he wanted to keep.  So the Gentiles in Galatia couldn’t have their cake (a good relationship with the Jews through adherence to the Mosaic Law) and eat it too (maintain their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ based upon the grace of God.)

5.  This is not to imply that they would lose their salvation; for no person, once saved by simple faith alone in Christ alone, can lose their salvation.  But it does mean that once a person believes in Christ and then turns to the Mosaic Law as the means of living the spiritual life, he has no experiential relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, other than divine discipline.

6.  Rom 2:25-29.

2:25, “So on the one hand, circumcision is beneficial if you accomplish the purpose of the law; but if, on the other hand, you are a rejecter [transgressor] of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.”

a.  What was the purpose of the Law?  To see Jesus Christ as the only Savior and to believe in Him for eternal life.


b.  Is circumcision beneficial if the result is your faith in Christ?  Yes, you bet it is.


c.  Is circumcision beneficial if you reject the Law; that is, you reject salvation through faith in Christ?  No, absolutely not.


d.  So if you receive circumcision, yet reject Christ, what is the result?  Your circumcision means nothing; it is as if you are still uncircumcised.  Circumcision is useless without faith in Christ.

2:26, “If, therefore, the uncircumcised Gentile observes the [righteous] requirements from the Law, will not his uncircumcision be evaluated as circumcision? [Yes, it will]”

a.  If the uncircumcised Gentile believes in Christ, which is the requirement of the Law, then does not God consider him to be righteous?  Yes, absolutely He does.


b.  Is not the physically uncircumcised Gentile who has believed in Christ, considered by God to have accomplished the real circumcision, the circumcision of the heart, by his faith in Christ?  Dogmatically and emphatically yes.

2:27, “In fact, if he accomplishes the purpose of the Law, will not the physically uncircumcised Gentile judge you [Jews], who through the letter [or written page] and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law.”

a.  If the physically uncircumcised Gentile believes in Christ, has he not accomplished the purpose of the Law?  Yes.


b.  And if the physically uncircumcised Gentile has accomplished the purpose of the Law, will he not judge those who have not accomplished the purpose of the Law?  Yes, he will.


c.  Therefore, will the Gentile who believes in Christ judge the circumcised Jew who has not believed in Christ?  Yes, he will.

2:28, “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly [circumcision], neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh [the ritual];”
2:29, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly [ritual with reality], and circumcision is that which is of the heart by means of the Spirit not the law, and his praise is not from men but from God.”

a.  Circumcision is not what happens to our foreskin.


b.  Circumcision is what happens to our soul.


c.  Physical circumcision means nothing.  Faith in Christ resulting in cutting off control of the soul by the spiritually dead sin nature means everything.

7.  The spiritual life is not physical circumcision and keeping the dead requirements of the Mosaic Law, but being filled with the Holy Spirit and living the same spiritual life that Christ lived through the power of Bible doctrine in the soul.
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