Galatians 5:24



is the postpositive mild adversative conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “Those who.”
is the genitive of possessive from the masculine singular article and proper name CHRISTOS, meaning “belong to Christ.”  The word “Jesus” is not necessary and was added by a scribe.

“But those who belong to Christ”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “the flesh” and referring to the old sin nature.

is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb STAUROW, which means “to crucify” and is used here figuratively for putting to death the old sin nature as the ruler of the soul.  Compare Gal 6:14 where we have the passive use of the verb, “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers the action of the person believing in Christ into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results – the sin nature is dead as the ruler of the soul.


The active voice indicates that believers produce this action at the moment they believe in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“have crucified the flesh”
 is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the neuter plural article and noun PATHĒMA, which means “with its passions, trends, impulses.”  The article is used as a personal pronoun. Compare Rom 7:5, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful trends [or impulses], which through the law were effective in our members, resulted in the production of fruit associated with spiritual death.”
is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of association from the feminine plural article used as a personal pronoun and the noun EPITHUMIA, which means “desire, longing, craving,” and is used here in a bad sense.  The phrase is translated “and its desires.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here.  We have two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI and each having its own article, which indicates that “passions” and “desires” are two separate things.  Thus the motivations of the sin nature come in two categories: trends or impulses and lusts or desires.

“with its trends and its desires.”
Gal 5:24 corrected translation
“But those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh [sin nature] with its trends and its desires.”
Explanation:
1.  The moment we believe in Christ, we kill the old sin nature positionally.  We put it to death by our faith in Christ.
2.  The old sin nature clearly functions after salvation according to 1 Jn 1:8, 10.

3.  But even though the sin nature is still trying to take back control of the soul after salvation, it is positionally dead, and only comes back to life if we allow it to do so.

Rom 6:1ff, “Therefore, what are we to conclude? Are we to continue in the sovereignty of the sin nature, in order that the grace of God might increase?

6:2  Emphatically not!  We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live in it?

6:3  Or are you ignorant that all of us, who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His spiritual death have been baptized?

6:4  Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death [retroactive positional truth], in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life [executing protocol plan of God].

6:5  For if we have become intimately united in the likeness of His death [and we have through retroactive positional truth], and not only this [retroactive positional truth], but we also shall be intimately united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection [current positional truth].

6:6  Therefore, be knowing this: that our old self [unbeliever in Adam] has been crucified together with Him [retroactive positional truth], in order that the human body with reference to its sin nature may be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be the slaves to the sin nature.

6:7  For he who has died [retroactive positional truth] has been acquitted from the power of the sin nature.

6:11  So also, on the one hand all of you yourselves conclude yourselves to be dead with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to the God in Christ Jesus.

6:12  Therefore, stop permitting the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, that you should obey the same with its trends,

6:13  and stop placing your members as weapons of wickedness under orders to the sin nature, but place yourselves under orders to the God as those who are alive from deaths, and your members as weapons of righteousness to the God.

6:14  For the sin nature will not lord it over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

6:16  Do you not know that to whom you put yourselves under orders as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either to the sin nature resulting in death [sin unto death], or obedience to God because of imputed righteousness.  

6:17  Now thanks to the God that though you kept on being slaves to the sin nature, you have obeyed by means of the right lobe a system of doctrine into which system you were committed [delivered, handed over],

6:18  and by having been set free [both positionally and experientially] from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].

6:19  I use a human illustration because of the weakness: your flesh [old sin nature].  For just as you have put your members under orders as slaves to impurity [old sin nature’s trend to sin] and to lawlessness [sin nature’s trend to good], resulting in lawlessness [sin nature’s trend of evil], so now put your members under orders as slaves to the righteousness of God, resulting in experiential sanctification.
6:20  For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were excluded with reference to the righteousness of God.

6:21  Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from sin nature trends over which you are now ashamed?  For the end of those things is death [second death].

6:22  But now having been set free from the sin nature’s tyranny and having become slaves to the God, you are having benefit with reference to sanctification and the end [of life on earth], eternal life.

6:23  Certainly, the rations from the sin nature is deaths, but the grace benefit from the God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7:1  Or are you ignorant, brethren (for I communicate to those who know the law), that the Mosaic Law lords it over mankind for as long a time as he lives [as an unbeliever]?

7:2  For the wife under the authority of her husband has been bound to her husband by law while he is living; but if the husband has died, she has been released by the law from her first husband.

7:3  So then if, while her husband is living, she has become intimate with another man she shall be classified as an adulteress; but if her husband has died [or divorced], she is free from that law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she has become married to another man.

7:4  Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die with reference to the Law by the human body of the Christ, with the result that you might belong to another, to the One Who has been raised up from deaths [spiritual death, physical death], in order that we might bear fruit to the God.

7:5  For while we were in the flesh, the sinful trends [or impulses], which through the law were effective in our members resulting in the production of fruit associated with spiritual death.
Trends in the Old Sin Nature
A.  The trends of the old sin nature are derived from the individual lust pattern of each person.  There are certain areas in which we lust, and other areas where we do not.  Lust is the desire to do what we want rather than what God wants.  The first lust in the Garden of Eden was the woman’s desire to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The second lust in the Garden of Eden was the man’s desire to continue his relationship with his wife rather than with God.  Man’s desire for things outside of the will of God has always been man’s problem.  This lust problem will never end until the believer is in a resurrection body, which has no lust independent of the will of God.
B.  The trends of the old sin nature are classified in two categories: legalism and lasciviousness.

C.  The results of these two trends are classified in two categories.


1.  Legalism unrestrained results in moral degeneracy.


2.  Lasciviousness unrestrained results in immoral degeneracy.

D.  Both trends in the old sin nature result in distortion and erroneous conclusions.


1.  For example, moral degeneracy with its self-righteousness and self-vindication is often mistaken for the Christian way of life.  People who are morally degenerate are often considered to be great Christians.



a.  Morality originates from the laws of divine establishment, designed for the entire human race.  Morality is designed for both believer and unbeliever.



b.  Anything the unbeliever can do is not a part of the Christian way of life.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution, i.e., the filling of the Holy Spirit.



c.  Virtue supersedes morality in the plan of God.  But, if our trend is toward legalism, people assume we’re a great Christian.


2.  There is also a distortion involving those with a trend toward lasciviousness.



a.  Christians say such a person cannot do “those things” and still be a Christian.



b.  Immoral degeneracy, with its fornication, violence, terrorism, murder, dope addiction, is construed as not being Christian.


3.  So in the first distortion, people think that if we’re very moral we’re living the Christian life.  In the second distortion, people think that if we raise hell were probably not a Christian at all.  Legalistic shock concludes it must have been a “head belief and not a heart belief.”

4.  Born-again believers still possess an old sin nature and still commit sins.  If the believer has a trend toward legalism, he will commit sins related to moral degeneracy.  If the believer has a trend toward lasciviousness, he will commit sins related to immoral degeneracy.


5.  When born-again believers commit sins related to immoral degeneracy, they’re judged by their Christian peers as not being really saved.  They erroneously allege, “A person cannot do such things and be saved.”

6.  What determines the reality of one’s salvation is personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, not the category of one’s sins.


7.  The believer out of fellowship, living in the cosmic system, can actually commit any sin that his unbeliever counterpart would commit, i.e., an unbeliever with a compatible sin nature.
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