Galatians 5:21


 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PHTHONOS, which means “envy, jealousy.”  Envy is the mental attitude sin of inordinate desire to despise someone else because they have something you do not have.  This word is also found in:


1.  Tit 3:3, “For we were at one time ignorant [ignorant of Bible doctrine], disbelieving, being deceived, constantly enslaved to various kinds of lusts and pleasures, passing the time in malice and envy, being detested and hating one another.”

2.  Rom 1:29, “being filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [troublemakers], deceit [habit of lying], malice,”

3.  1 Tim 6:4, “he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing; but he has morbid obsessions about controversies and verbal conflicts from which originate envy, discord, malignings, evil speculations,”

4.  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore, rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders,”

5.  Mt 27:18, “For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.”

6.  Mk 15:10, “For he was aware that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy.”  Notice that the leaders of the Jews envied our Lord.  What did they envy?  His relationship with the people of Israel who believed in Him and His relationship with God; that is, His spiritual life.


7.  Phil 1:15, “On the one hand, certain ones [reversionists] are making known the Christ, even because of envy and strife; on the other hand, certain ones [advancing believers] because of good motivation;”

8.  Jam 4:1-6, “What is the cause of strife and what is the source of quarrels among you?  Are they not caused by and from the source of your own lusts that war in your members [parts of OSN]?  You continue to lust and do not have, you murder and you are envious; consequently, you are not able to attain [maturity]; you quarrel and fight; you do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive because you ask for yourselves with wrong motives, that you may squander it on your pleasure lusts.  You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world causes himself to become the enemy of God.  Or do you presume that the Scripture speaks in vain against envy?  The Spirit who indwells us pursues us with love.  Therefore, it says, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.’”
is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun METHĒ, which means “drunkenness” or “drinking bouts” and is also found in:


1.  Lk 21:34, “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap;”

2.  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun KWMOS, which was originally used to describe a festal procession in honor of the Greek god Dionysus (who was the god of wild drinking parties and gluttonous feasts).  It then came to be used for a joyous banquet or party.  Finally in the New Testament it came to be used in a bad sense for “excessive feasting” which is known in the old English as “carousing” or “revelry.”  The word is also found in:


1.  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting [KWMOS] and drunkenness [METHĒ], not in fornicating [KOITĒ] and licentiousness [ASELGEIA], not in strife [ERIS] and jealousy [ZĒLOS].”

2.  1 Pet 4:3, “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in licentiousness [ASELGEIA], cravings [EPITHUMIA], drunkenness [OINOPHLUGIA], wild parties [KWMOS], drinking parties [POTOS] and wanton idolatries [ATHEMITOS EIDWLOLATRIA].”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural article and adjective HOMOIA, which means “of the same nature, like, similar.”  Also we have the dative neuter plural from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “to these things.” Literally it means “and the things similar to these.”  But this is somewhat idiomatic, and in English we would say, “and similar things to these” or “and things of the same nature.”
“envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these,”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, which looks back to “the similar things to these” as its antecedent.  It is translated “which things.”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PROLEGW, which means “to tell beforehand” or “to tell in advance.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now happening.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”
“which things I am saying in advance for your benefit,”
is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as.”
 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROEIPON, which means “to foretell, to tell beforehand or previously.”  In the aorist and perfect tenses it means “to have said something before or previously.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers what Paul has taught in the past into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its completed results.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced this action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and indicates the content of what Paul has taught in the past.

“just as I have said before, that”
 is the articular nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PRASSW, which in its transitive use means “to do, to accomplish; to commit.”  Compare Rom 1:32, “and although they know the commandment [requirement] of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only continue to do these very things [habit], but they also approve others who practice them.”  The best translation for this word is the meaning “to practice.”  This connotes something that is continually and habitually done throughout one’s life.  The practice is never stopped, not even long enough to believe in Christ.


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun and is translated “those who.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  This is best translated “those who continue practicing.”

The active voice indicates that unbelievers who produce this action will never have eternal life, and believers who produce this action will never receive their escrow blessings for eternity.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and the correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means “of such a kind, such as this.” and when used as a substantive with the article of things, it is translated “such” or “similar things, things like that” as in Acts 19:25; Rom 1:32; 2:2f; Eph 5:27.  The object with the previous participle should be translated “those who continue practicing such things as these.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “kingdom” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The phrase is translated “the kingdom of God.”  Notice the absence of the article, which indicates that this kingdom is of the highest quality.

is the absolute, objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and slamming the door shut, plus the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, which means “to inherit; acquire, obtain, come into possession of something.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present, or what will always be true under given circumstances.


The active voice indicates that those who keep on doing these things and never believe in Christ produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”
Gal 5:21 corrected translation
“envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”
Explanation:
1.  The first word in the verse, as well as the first clause in this verse, really belongs with the last verse.  This is a very good example of why the verse divisions are not inspired.  In fact, verse divisions didn’t occur until over a thousand years after the writing of Scripture.


a.  The first word is “envies” and is the motivation for factions.


b.  Factions and envies form another of Paul’s couplets related to mental and overt sins.


c.  The plural indicates that there are various kinds of envy, and that people often have more than one type of envy.


d.  Envy is the inordinate desire or lust for what someone else has.  It is resentment of others because of the blessings they have.  We can envy people for their beauty, wealth, health, children, intelligence, spiritual life, prayer life, just about anything.


e.  Envy is a great motivator of factions among people.  We want and cannot have, because we want with the wrong motivation.  Therefore, when we cannot get what we want, we envy the other person for what he has.  Being unable to attain what he has, we reject him, criticize him, and then break away from him.

2.  The next couplet is drinking bouts and wild parties.  These naturally go together.  Paul had in mind the wild drinking, eating, and sex parties, which were a part of the worship of the demon Dionysus.  These were famous in the ancient world and well known at the time of writing.


a.  There is nothing wrong with drinking as long as you do not become drunk or your judgment is affected by your drinking.
b.  Drinking moderate amounts of alcohol is not a sin.  Getting drunk is a sin, and can lead to alcoholism, which is more than a sin, but a addictive disease.
3.  Notice Paul’s emphasis on repetition in teaching.


a.  No one learns something the first time it is taught.


b.  In order for long term memory to work, we have to process information over the same neural pathways many times.  The more times we process the same information, the easier it becomes for the brain to process that same information again.



(1)  This can be easily demonstrated by listening to a song we have never heard before.  The first time we hear it, we don’t have it memorized.  But the one-hundredth time we have heard it, we know ahead-of-time what the next note of the music will be.



(2)  Or, take any athletic activity as an example.  The muscles “learn” as we repeat an activity, so that the more often we repeat the movement, the more adept our body becomes at performing that movement.  If we practice enough, we are known as an Olympic or professional athlete.


c.  The same is true in learning doctrine.  The more we hear the same material presented in various forms, the more we retain, and the more we can recall later.


d.  Learning studies have shown that only about twenty percent of what is heard the first time is retained and can be recalled four weeks later.  This is why students take notes and go over them and over them again and again.  It is the only way to be able to recall the correct information at test time.


e.  We have an advantage though.  God the Holy Spirit can and will provide us with almost 100% recall, based on the percentage of concentration we have given during the teaching of the word of God.  During any given lesson, we may really concentrate and listen for thirty or forty minutes, taking several mental breaks along the way.


f.  Repetition.



(1)  Repetition is defined as the act of repeated utterance; therefore, reiteration.



(2)  The principle of repetition is what we learn after we know it all.



(3)  The reason for repetition is that the rate of learning must exceed the rate of forgetting for the inculcation of Bible doctrine.



(4)  The inculcation of doctrine is designed to impress the stream of consciousness with full knowledge of Bible doctrine by repeated teaching of a pertinent subject.




(a)  Inculcation is the difference between a well informed congregation and a great congregation.




(b)  Repetition is the only way to teach a congregation which is on different levels of the spiritual life and spiritual growth.



(c)  We cannot apply what we do not learn.  Only what has been learned and remembered can be applied to life.




(d)  We can only apply what we do not forget.  Consequently, repetition never bothers a believer in the sphere of spiritual momentum.




(e)  To become proficient at what we are doing, repetition is necessary – in everything in life.



(f)  Lam 3:20-26, “Surely my soul remembers and is humbled within me.  This I recall to mind, therefore I have confidence.  The unfailing mercies of the Lord never cease, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.  My soul says, ‘The Lord is my portion, therefore I have confidence in Him.’  The Lord is good to those who trust in Him, to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good both to wait and to be silent for the deliverance of the Lord.”




i.  We can never learn in arrogance; humility is necessary.





ii.  Repetition produces retention, which produces confidence.  Bible doctrine that we can recall under pressure, in which we have confidence, is the doctrine we will use in life.





iii.  Having confidence in the Lord is occupation with Him.




(g)  2 Pet 1:13-15, “Moreover I consider it my solemn duty, as long as I am in this tabernacle [earthly body], to arouse you by means of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.”



(h)  The mind develops memory pathways called “learning process.”  The process of learning is the process of developing what is called “conditioned thought pathways.”  Conditioned thought pathways become memories.  The rate of learning is the rate at which the person develops these new memories.  These new memories of Bible doctrine added to the old memories of Bible doctrine are the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.





i.  The rate of learning must exceed the rate of forgetting Bible doctrine.





ii.  As a result of salvation, the believer builds new memories from the teaching of Bible doctrine.





iii.  Through the mentorship and teaching of the Holy Spirit, inculcation includes perception and application of Bible doctrine.





iv.  The number of memories increases and the number of new thoughts become perspicuous in the compartments of the soul.





v.  But, when the rate of forgetting exceeds the rate of learning, the spiritual life of the believer declines.  When the rate of learning exceeds the rate of forgetting, there is spiritual momentum in our life and the beginning of harmonious rapport with God.



(5)  Failure to respond to repetition of Bible teaching results in the function of the three arrogance skills (self-gratification, self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).



(6)  The Christian dabbler wants to hear something new to stimulate or scratch their itching ears.  They dabble in false doctrine, seeking either emotional stimulation or philosophical and psychological distractions, which reject true doctrinal inculcation.




(a)  2 Tim 3:7 describes the Christian amateur, “Always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.”



(b)  2 Tim 4:3-4 is the result of reaction to repetition. “For the time will come when they will no longer endure sound doctrine, but lusting to have their ears tickled they will accumulate for themselves teachers on the basis of their own desires and will turn away their itching ears from the truth and will turn aside into myths.”



(c)  The results of this negative volition are given in Phil 3:18-19. “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and even weeping I tell you, that these are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their emotion, and whose glory is their shame, who concentrate on earthly things [anything that distracts you from Bible doctrine].”



(d)  The description of the Christian dabbler is given in 2 Tim 3:2ff.



(7)  The response to inculcation from repetition results in the mastery of the spiritual life.



(8)  Repetition is the principle of inculcation.  Cognition and inculcation result in the attainment of the objectives of the spiritual life: a personal sense of destiny; spiritual maturity; occupation with Christ; and being filled up with all the fullness of blessing from God.
4.  The phrase “those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”

a.  The interpretation of this phrase depends upon the following:



(1)  What is the kingdom of God?



(2)  What is inheriting the kingdom of God?



(3)  Who inherits the kingdom of God?


b.  What is the kingdom of God?



(1)  Jn 3:3, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”  This verse tells us that you must be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ to enter the kingdom of God.  Compare the following verses:




(a)  Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.”



(b)  Acts 19:8, “And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.”



(c)  Acts 28:23, “When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.



(2)  1 Cor 15:50, “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”  This verse tells us that the kingdom of God is not a material thing, but a spiritual thing.



(3)  Acts 1:3, “To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”  This verse tells us that the kingdom of God is a major topic of teaching after the resurrection of our Lord, in order to prepare believers for the change of dispensations.



(4)  Rom 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but [spiritual capacity] righteousness and harmony [with God] and joy [sharing the perfect happiness of God] in the Holy Spirit.”  This verse tells us that the kingdom of God is not concerned with material things, but with spiritual things.  The things described here are attainable as a part of your spiritual life, which further tells us that the kingdom of God is attainable now as a part of your very own spiritual life.



(5)  1 Cor 4:20, “For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.”  This verse tells us that the kingdom of God centers on the two power options of the Church Age: the filling of God the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.  You have the full power of the kingdom of God available to you right now as a part of your spiritual life.



(6)  Col 4:11, “and also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be an encouragement to me.”  This tells us that Paul and other Church Age believers were working for the kingdom of God during his lifetime.



(7)  Eph 5:5-6, “For you know this [principle of application], if you have learned [the pertinent doctrine], that every male prostitute, either pervert or panderer who is an idolater, will not have any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ even God.Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things [sins of degeneracy], the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”



(a)  The end of verse six tells us that the people to whom Paul referred in verse five are unbelievers.




(b)  However, this verse draws an analogy from the unbeliever to the believer.  Any believer who joins the unbeliever in these activities, while still making it to the kingdom of God, will have no inheritance in the kingdom of God.  It is saying that believers who continue to live and function in Satan’s cosmic system rather than in their very own spiritual life have no inheritance or blessings for time or eternity.



(8)  1 Cor 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous [the unbeliever with no imputed righteousness of God] will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither [unbeliever] fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”



(a)  This passage begins by stating that the unbeliever (the “unrighteous”) will not inherit the kingdom of God.  They will not have a spiritual life during the Church Age, nor have an eternal life with Jesus Christ.




(b)  Then the passage goes on to describe various characteristic sins of unbelievers.  Believers can and do commit these same sins, but this context is dealing with the unbeliever.


c.  What is inheriting the kingdom of God?



(1)  The first stage of inheriting the kingdom of God is believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Stage one inheritance is receiving a resurrection body with no rewards or decorations.



(2)  The second stage of inheriting the kingdom of God is using the power options of the spiritual life of the Church Age to attain spiritual maturity.  Stage two inheritance is receiving escrow blessings for eternity.



(3)  The third stage of inheriting the kingdom of God is glorifying God to the maximum and receiving your blessing for time and eternity.  Stage three inheritance is attaining the status of being a PLĒROMA believer, having all the fullness of God, and being called “a Friend of God.”  This is maximum glorification of God forever.


d.  Who inherits the kingdom of God?



(1)  Any Church Age believer in our Lord Jesus Christ inherits the right to be in the kingdom of God, both in time and eternity.



(2)  Any Church Age believer who uses the power options to attain spiritual maturity and receive his or her blessing for time and eternity inherits a full reward in heaven.



(3)  The believer who attains the ultimate status of “having all the fullness of God” has the kingdom of God as a part of his spiritual life in time as well as for all eternity.
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