Galatians 5:20



is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun EIDWLOLATRIA, which means “idolatry”

1.  It is used of lust idolatry in Col 3:5. “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”

2.  It is used of sexual idolatry in Eph 5:5. “For you know this [principle of application], if you have learned [the pertinent doctrine], that every male prostitute, either pervert or panderer who is an idolater, will not have any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ even God.”

3.  It is used of idolatry in general in 1 Cor 10:14. “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.”

4.  It is used of pleasure idolatry in 1 Pet 4:3. “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in licentiousness, cravings, drunkenness, wild parties, drinking parties and wanton idolatries.”
See the Doctrine of Idolatry from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.

is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PHARMAKEIA, which means “sorcery, magic” and is used this way in the LXX in Ex 7:11, 22; 8:14; Isa 47:9, 12.  In the New Testament it has an entirely different meaning – “drug abuse” – and is also found in:


1.  Rev 18:23, “furthermore, the light of the lamp will never shine on you again [utility, industry]; in fact, the voice of the groom and the bride will never be heard in you again; your merchants were the great men of the earth; by means of your drug abuse [PHARMAKEIA] all the nations were deceived.”

2.  Rev 9:21, “furthermore, they did not change their minds about their murders, nor about their sorceries [occult activity, drug addiction], nor about their fornication [phallic cult], nor about their thefts [demon inspired criminality].”

3.  The word sorcery refers to the worship of demons and Satan and always includes occult activity and spells associated with drug use and abuse.


4.   In sorcery, the use of drugs, whether simple or potent, was generally accompanied by incantations and appeals to occult powers, with the provision of various charms, amulets, etc., professedly designed to keep the applicant or patient from the attention and power of demons, but actually to impress the applicant with the mysterious resources and powers of the sorcerer.


5.  The use of drugs to get “high” is a form of Satan worship and a means of contacting demons or having demons work through the unbeliever’s body or through the believer’s soul.


6.  The lust for drugs is a part of the lust pattern of the old sin nature, which leads to the sin of drug abuse.  Rebound is the only solution, and the filling of the Holy Spirit plus Bible doctrine in the soul is the only cure.  Your personal love for God has to be greater than your desire to get “high.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun ECHTHRA, which means “enmities, hostilities” and refers to hostile feelings and actions toward someone else.


1.  It is used of the barrier between God and man in Eph 2:14, “For He Himself [JC] is our peace who has caused to make both [Jew & Gentile] one [baptism of the Holy Spirit], and He has abolished the dividing wall of the barrier,”

2.  and in Eph 2:16, “and that He might reconcile them both [Jew & Gentile] to God in one body by means of the cross, having put to death the enmity in Himself.”

3.  It is used of “hostility toward God” in Jam 4:4, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?  Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

4.  and in Rom 8:7, “because the thought pattern of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subordinate [or under orders] to the policy of God, because it is not able [to be subordinate],”

5.  It is used in the sense of “living at enmity with someone” in Lk 23:12, “Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very day; for before they had been enemies with each other.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ERIS, which means “strife, discord, contention” in the sense of verbal “argumentation.”

1.  Phil 1:15, “On the one hand, certain ones [reversionists] are making known the Christ, even because of jealousy and argumentation [strife]; on the other hand, certain ones [advancing believers] because of good motivation.”

2.  Tit 3:9, “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments [strife] and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.”

3.  1 Cor 1:11, “For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are verbal arguments [quarrels] among you.”

4.  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and verbal arguments [strife] among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?”

5.  2 Cor 12:20, “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there will be argumentation [strife], jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;”

6.  Rom 1:29, “being filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, argumentation [strife], deceit [habit of lying], malice.”

7.  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in arguments [strife] and jealousy.”

8.  1 Tim 6:4, “he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, argumentation [strife], abusive language, evil suspicions.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine or neuter singular noun ZĒLOS, which means “jealousy, envy; rivalry, partisanship.”  It is frequently found in combination with our previous word ERIS.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun THUMOS, which means “outbursts of anger.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun ERITHEIA, which means “selfishness, selfish ambition” and in the plural disputes or outbreaks of selfishness.”  This is a reference to inordinate ambitions.


1.  Phil 1:17, “the former category from the motivation of self-promotion, not from pure motives, since they presume to activate mental distress with regard to my imprisonment.”

2.  Phil 2:3, “Do nothing motivated by, selfish ambition nor ambitious pride, but by means of grace orientation be considering each other [royal family] as better than himself;”

3.  Rom 2:8, “But to those on the other hand, who from inordinate ambition also disobey the truth [gospel], but continue obeying injustice [evil], anger [judgment from God in time] and wrath [judgment from God in eternity].”
is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun DICHOSTASIA, which means “dissensions” and is found only in one other passage, Rom 16:17. “Now I urge you, brethren, look out for those who are causing dissensions and apostasies contrary to doctrine which you have learned from a teacher.  In fact, be turning away from them.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun AIRESIS, which means “factions” and is also found in 1 Cor 11:19. “For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.”  Factions will exist among members of the royal family of God.  These factions are sinful as declared by our verse, Gal 5:20, but are also necessary as a part of God’s plan for the Church, so that false and heretical teachers may be exposed.

Gal 5:20 corrected translation
“idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his list of manifestations of the desires of the sin nature by presenting these concepts in triplets and couplets.


a.  In verse 19 we had the triplet of normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, and mental sexual sins.


b.  Then we have the couplet of idolatry and drug abuse.  The sin of idolatry is intimately united with the sin of drug abuse.  You cannot be a drug user without making an idol of the emotional stimulation of getting “high.”

c.  Enmity or hostility and argumentation go together as a couplet.  Hostility toward another person leads to argumentation with them.  This is true of both individuals and groups.


d.  Jealousy and outbursts of anger are a couplet and are found as such at least three times in the Bible.  Jealousy and anger travel together and the mental attitude sin of jealousy leads to the verbal and overt sin of outbursts of anger.


e.  Then we have another couplet of inordinate ambition – the mental attitude sin – which leads to dissensions.


f.  The next couplet is split between this verse and the next.  The result is given first as factions.  The motivation is given in the next verse as envies.



(1)  People don’t just wake up one day and decide to break away from a group or another individual.  It happens over time.



(2)  The first thing that must happen is having the mental attitude sin of inordinate ambition or selfish ambition.  We want something for ourselves.  Then we have to begin complaining to ourselves about why we don’t have what we want.  Then we begin complaining to others about why we don’t have what we want.  Then we convince others that they too are unhappy because they don’t have what they want.



(3)  Then we form a faction of dissenters who break away from the original group.  This is the overt sin that began with inordinate ambition.



(7)  From the formation of factions come conspiracies to destroy our opponents.  This is all a part of conspiracies and how conspiracies are formed.  Satan’s conspiracy against God began with his own inordinate ambition.  This led to his complaining to other angels.  He convinced them that they were as unhappy as he was, because they didn’t have what they wanted.  His faction then turned into a full blown conspiracy against God.  Paul watched this happen in the Corinthian church.  The same problem was beginning to take place in the Galatian church.
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