Galatians 5:19


is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PHANEROS, which means, “visible, clear, plainly to be seen, open, plain, evident, known.”
is the third person singular present active indicative from verb EIMI, meaning “to be” or “are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.  The works of the old sin nature have always been evident, open and plain for all to see.


The active voice indicates that the works of the old sin nature produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, which means “deeds, accomplishments; works, production; actions.”
 is the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “of the flesh.”  This is a reference to the old sin nature, which resides in the flesh, in the genetic structure of every cell of the human body.

“Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,”
is the nominative subject from the neuter plural pronominal relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is often used in Koine Greek in place of the simple relative pronoun HOS, and means “which things.”
is the third person singular present active indicative from verb EIMI, meaning “to be” or “are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.

The active voice indicates that the works of the old sin nature produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“which are:”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PORNEIA, which means “prostitution, unchastity, fornication.”  It is used for every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse.


1.  1 Cor 5:1, “It is actually reported that there is PORNEIA among you, and PORNEIA of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.”

2.  1 Cor 6:13b, “Yet the body is not for PORNEIA [sexual immorality], but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.”  Compare 1 Cor 6:9, where the word PORNOS is translated “fornicators” and the word MOICHOS is translated “adulterers.”

3.  1 Cor 7:2, “But because of PORNEIA’s, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.”

4.  1 Cor 6:18, “Flee PORNEIA.  Every sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the one who PORNEUW’s [constantly commits sexual immorality] sins against his own body.”

5.  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, PORNEIA [sexual immorality] and sensuality which they have practiced.”

6.  Eph 5:3, “But fornication [PORNEIA] and all impurity [AKATHARSIA] or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints,”

7.  Gal 5:19, “For the works of the flesh [old sin nature] are evident, which are: PORNEIA,”

8.  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

9.  Mt 15:19, “For out of the heart [thinking part of the soul] come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, perjury, slanders.”

10.  Mk 7:21, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts and sexual immoralities, thefts, murders, adulteries.”

11.  Mt 5:32, “but I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except for the cause of PORNEIA, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
 
12.  Mt 19:9, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for PORNEIA, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
 
13.  Jn 8:41, “‘You are producing the deeds of your father.’  They said to Him, ‘We were not born because of PORNEIA [i.e., we are not bastards]; we have one Father, God.’”

14.  Acts 15:20, “but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from PORNEIA and from what is strangled and from blood.”  Compare verse 29 and Acts 21:25, which say the same thing.

 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AKATHARSIA, which means literally “impurity, dirt, refuse,” and figuratively “immorality; or impurity in the sense of an impure motive.”  The word AKATHARSIA is used in the various ways by Paul:


1.  1 Thes 2:3, “For our exhortation was not from delusion nor from impure motive nor with deceit,” Here the word refers to impurity in a general sense without any sexual connotation.


2.  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity [AKARTHARSIA], sexual immorality [PORNĒIA], and sensuality [mental sexual sins – ASELGEIA] which they have practiced.”  Here AKATHARSIA is in the list of the three categories of sexual sins.  As the first word in the list, it indicates a category of sexual impurity more severe than normal fornication and adultery.  Hence, it refers to abnormal sexual sins, such as: bestiality, pederasty, incest, and necrophilia.


3.  Gal 5:19, “Now the works from the source of the sin nature are evident, which are: sexual immorality [PORNEIA], impurity [AKATHARSIA], sensuality [ASELGEIA = mental fornication].”  These are the three Greek categories of sexual sins: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, and mental sexual sins.


4.  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: normal sexual sins [PORNEIA], abnormal sexual sins [AKARTHARSIA], sinful sexual passion [PATHOS], evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

5.  Rom 1:24, “Therefore God delivered them over in the lusts of their hearts to sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA], that their bodies might be degraded among them.”  Here AKATHARSIA refers to the general condition of sexual lust and passion, which is totally out of control and degrading in every way.  The example in context that follows is homosexuality and lesbianism.


6.  Rom 6:19, “I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your sin nature.  For just as you presented your members as slaves to sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA] and to lawlessness, resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.”  Here AKATHARSIA refers to the general category of all sexual sins.


7.  Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to licentiousness [mental sexual sins – ASELGEIA], resulting in the practice of every kind of sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA] with insatiable lust.”  Here the degree of severity goes from the mental sins to the whole realm of overt sins.


8.  Eph 5:3, “But fornication [PORNEIA] and all impurity [AKATHARSIA] or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints,” Here AKATHARSIA is made equal with insatiable erotic desire, therefore, a reference to abnormal sexual sins.  The degree of severity of the sins in this passage goes from bad to worse.


9.  Therefore in our passage AKATHARSIA refers to the general category of sexual immorality which is exactly Paul’s subject in this part of the epistle.

is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ASELGEIA, meaning “mental sexual sins; licentiousness, debauchery, sensuality.”  Licentiousness means “wanton, unrestrained, disregard of the accepted rules and standards; indulging in freedom to excess; unrestrained by law; morally unrestrained; unbridled.”  This refers to a believer who does what he or she wants without self-restraint or self-control on the old sin nature.  This is the attitude, that if it feels good and you like it, then go ahead and do it.  Do whatever you want because you want to do it.  The Greek word ASELGEIA is translated “licentiousness” or “sensuality”.  It is used in the following passages:


1.  Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, out of the heart of men, precede the evil thoughts and fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting, wickednesses, deceits, sensuality...”

2.  Rom 13:13, “Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.”

3.  2 Cor 12:21, “...and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, sexual immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.”

4.  Gal 5:19, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality.”

5.  Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to licentiousness, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”

6.  2 Pet 2:2, “Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.”

7.  2 Pet 2:7, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct [ANASTROPHĒ] of unprincipled men.”

8.  2 Pet 2:18, “For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error.”

9.  Jude 4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

10.  In 1 Pet 4:3 we saw that it means “licentiousness, debauchery, sensuality.”  Licentiousness means “wanton, unrestrained, disregarding the accepted rules and standards; indulging in freedom to excess; unrestrained by law; morally unrestrained; unbridled.”  This refers to a believer who does what he or she wants without self-restraint or self-control on the old sin nature.  This is the attitude, that if it feels good and you like it, then go ahead and do it.  Do whatever you want, because you want to do it.


11.  In 2 Pet 2:2 we see it used two ways:



a.  It is used for the emotions controlling the soul.




(1)   give oneself over to sensuality, Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to sensuality, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”



(2)   live in sensuality, 1 Pet 4:3, “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in sensuality, cravings, drunkenness, wild parties, drinking parties and wanton idolatries.”



(3)  Jude 4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”



(4)  Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”



(5)    indecent conduct 2 Pet 2:7, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the conduct of the morally corrupt because of sensuality.”  This is really meaning one above connected with the sexual conduct which results from the emotions controlling the soul.



b.  This word is also used of sexual excesses:




(1)  With  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.” 




(2)  With  and  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.”



(3)  Gal 5:19, it is used in a long catalogue of vices. “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality.”


c.  The meaning of this word is basically “sensuality.”  It is used to describe the emotions controlling the soul of a person.  There are two results of this process.  Either the trend of the person’s old sin nature is toward morality which results in Christian emotional degeneracy such as Pentecostalism, or the trend of the sin nature is toward immorality resulting in Christian immoral degeneracy or licentiousness.



d.  Therefore, the word sensuality is the best translation because it can be used to describe either trend of the sin nature.

“normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins,”
Gal 5:19 corrected translation
“Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul has given a command to walk by the agency of the Holy Spirit, and pointed out that the sin nature and the Holy Spirit are in direct opposition against one another.  Now he gives us an example of the actions, deeds, works, production of the sin nature, so that there will be no mistake in the minds of his readers or hearers as to what he means.

2.  The first grouping of sins deal with the problem of sexual sins.


a.  Normal sexual sins include fornication and adultery.


b.  Abnormal sexual sins include homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, pederasty, incest, rape, pandering, etc.


c.  Mental sexual sins include all these things performed in the mind, and are just as sinful and evil as the actual act.

3,  Because these sins are listed first, they were foremost in the mind of Paul as the overt sins affecting Christianity.  Sexual sins are one of the major desires of man.  Everywhere we turn in life, we are bombarded with sexuality.  Sexuality is one of Satan’s major devices for control of mankind.  Sex has become so common as a form of sinning that people hardly consider it a sin anymore.  Sexual sins were a normal part of the life and society that Paul lived in, and our society today is becoming more and more accepting of sexual sins.  The degeneration of society can be easily measured by the amount of sexual sins that are tolerated.  Homosexuality and lesbianism is a prime example
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