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is the postpositive conjunctive use of the particle DE, meaning “But” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means, “to say, speak, declare.”  Here it means to “declare.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which is used for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of continuing to teach the doctrine of the filling of the Holy Spirit as the means of executing the spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what Paul believes and therefore declares.

 is the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “in the sphere of the Spirit” and is a reference to God the Holy Spirit.  This is not the instrumental of means, which is used for impersonal means and never for personal agency.  This also cannot be the instrumental of agency since the verb would have to be in the middle or passive voice.

 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”  Walking is a metaphor for living the spiritual life of the Church Age.


The present tense is a progressive present, which describes an action that continues in present time.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit’”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EPITHUMIA, which means “the lust.”
 is the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “flesh” and referring to the old sin nature.

 is the extremely strong double negative OU MĒ, which means “never; absolutely not.”
 is the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb TELEW, which means “to carry out, accomplish, perform, fulfill, or keep.”  All these meaning essentially are correct here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who rejects Paul’s previous command produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in the aorist tense with the double negative OU MĒ to strongly deny that something will happen.  This can be translated “you will certainly never carry out the lust of the flesh” or “you will absolutely not carry out the lust of the flesh” or “Under no circumstances will you carry out the lust of the flesh.”
“and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”
Gal 5:16 corrected translation
“But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continually teaches throughout his ministry to all believers everywhere that they are to continue living the spiritual life of the Church Age by the power and influence of God the Holy Spirit.

2.  Paul calls this “walking in the Spirit.”  This is a synonym for being “filled with the Spirit.”
3.  Walking has a double connotation in the New Testament.


a.  The utilization of divine power to advance in the Christian life.


b.  The utilization of human energy related to old sin nature, which results in retrogression or reversionism or Christian degeneracy.


c.  Hence, these two categories of walking are related to Church Age believers in advance or in retreat.


d.  To advance in the spiritual walk and be a winner in the spiritual life, there must be residence, function, and momentum in the spiritual life of the Church Age.  To retreat in the spiritual life and be a loser, there must be residence, function, and retrogression in Satan’s cosmic system.


e.  Therefore, walking denotes numerous functions, both pro and con, regarding the spiritual life.

4.  Related New Testament Passages That Mention Walking.


a.  The power of the filling of the Spirit as the means for executing the spiritual life of the Church Age is mentioned in:  



(1)  Rom 8:1-4, “Now, therefore there is no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the principle of the Spirit [ministry of Holy Spirit at salvation] Who is the source of eternal life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and the resultant spiritual death.  For what was impossible from the Law, because it was weak through the flesh, the God by having sent His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin [humanity] and for a sin offering, judged the sin nature in the flesh, in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be filled up in us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”


(2)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”

b.  Walking is the basic Christian modus operandi.



(1)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism [of Holy Spirit], in order that as Christ has been raised from the dead, so that we too might walk in newness of life.”


(2)  2 Cor 5:7, “For we walk by faith and not by sight.”


(3)  Col 2:6, “As you have received Christ Jesus to yourselves, so keep walking in Him.”  We received Christ by faith; so now we walk by faith.



(4)  Eph 2:10, “For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for good of intrinsic value achievements, which God has prepared in advance that we should be walking by means of them.”

c.  Walking describes the basic virtue and objectivity of the spiritual life, Eph 4:1-2, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, continue to encourage you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [royal family of God with protocol plan of God] into which you have been called with all humility and true sensitivity with perseverance, tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”

d.  Walking describes momentum in the spiritual life.



(1)  2 Jn 4, “I was very pleased because I discovered that some of your children keep walking by means of doctrine even as we have received a mandate from the Father.”


(2)  Walking is related to momentum in doctrine in Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full knowledge of God.”


(3)  Walking is related to the application of doctrine in Col 4:5-6. “Keep walking in wisdom toward outsiders; keep purchasing the time.  Your doctrine must always be applied in grace, having been seasoned with salt, so that you should know how to respond to every person.”

e.  Walking describes the advanced spiritual life.



(1)  Eph 5:1-2, “Become imitators of God…keep walking in virtue-love.”


(2)  1 Jn 2:6, “That we should walk in the same manner as He has walked.”


(3)  Walking is used for a mandate to advance to the objective of spiritual maturity.  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you have received instruction from us as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you are actually walking), that you may advance still more to the objective.”

f.  Walking describes momentum testing as a part of the advanced spiritual life



(1)   Rom 13:13-14, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and stop making provision for your flesh [old sin nature] because of its lusts [distractions of good and evil], and stop working under the foresight of the flesh with reference to its lusts.”


(2)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”
 

(3)  Jn 11:10, “But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”


(4)  Eph 4:17, “Therefore I communicate this and because of the Lord I insist that you no longer walk even as Gentiles walk in the vacuum of their mind.”


(5)  Walking describes those who fail testing. Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have communicated to you many times and now continue communicating even though weeping, that they have made themselves the enemy of the Cross of that same Christ, whose termination of life is destruction, whose god is his emotions, whose fame is by means of their dishonor, who keep thinking about earthly things [evil].”


(6)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal, since there is jealousy and strife.  And you keep walking in accordance with men.”

g.  Walking describes the ultimate victory and reward of the mature believer. Rev 3:4, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes [been evangelized by Cosmic System], in fact, they will walk with Me in whites [the uniform of glory] because they are worthy.”
5.  It is impossible for us to be filled with the Spirit or walk in the Spirit in the fulfillment of the spiritual life and continue to carry out the desires, the lusts of the sin nature.


a.  Spirituality is an either/or situation.  We are either walking by the agency of the Spirit or we are not.  There is no middle ground.


b.  Spirituality is an absolute.  We are either filled, controlled, and walk in the Spirit, or we are controlled by the sin nature.  It is always one or the other.

6.  Walking in the Spirit is the same thing as being filled with the Spirit.
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