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 is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which introduces a mild contrast and is translated “But.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, which means “if and it’s true.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another” or “each other.”
is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb DAKNW, which means “to bite” and is used especially of snake bites in Greek literature.  This is its only use in the Bible.


The present tense is a descriptive present for is now going on and can also be an iterative present for an action that occurs at successive or periodic intervals.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians are producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative to express a simple statement of fact.

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb KATESTHIW, which means “to eat up, consume, devour” and is used figuratively here, meaning “to destroy.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and can also be an iterative present for an action that occurs at successive or periodic intervals.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians are producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative to express a simple statement of fact.

“But if you bite and destroy one another [and you do],”
is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to look, see, watch, or glance” and is used here in the sense “See to it; Watch out.”  This is followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not,” which goes with the verb ANALISKW that follows.

The present tense is an aoristic present which presents a simple expression of undefined action in the present.  It presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another.”  The ablative of agency indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice.

 is the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb ANALISKW, which means “to be consumed.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which views the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Galatians receive the action of being consumed by one another.


The subjunctive mood in the aorist tense is used with the negative MĒ to introduce a dependent (or subordinate) clause.  Here it introduces a negative final purpose clause.

“see to it that you are not consumed by one another.”
Gal 5:15 corrected translation
“But if you bite and destroy one another [and you do], see to it that you are not consumed by one another.”
Explanation:
1.  The Judaizers had come into the Galatian church and stirred up such a controversy with their erroneous teachings about circumcision and the spiritual life that there was now dissension and division among the members of the local church.


a.  The result was church members biting and destroying each other.


b.  This was done through the sins of the tongue or verbal sins, which is why Paul uses the analogy to the mouth – biting and devouring or destroying one another.


c.  Notice that both sides of the controversy are wrong.  No matter which side of a controversy you are on, you are wrong.  Rom 14-15 clearly teaches that the stronger believer spiritually should always defer to the weaker believer and not get involved in controversies and verbal conflicts.


d.  These verbal sins include creating a public lie about someone and vilification of others.

2.  To consume one another is analogous to entering into reversionism and/or degeneracy, so that the entire spiritual life is destroyed.


a.  Legalism produces schism in the local church.


b.  Legalism produces reversionism and degeneracy among believers.


c.  Legalism pits believer against believer.


d.  Legalism produces the exact opposite of the royal law.


e.  Legalism motivates verbal attacks on others.


f.  Legalism produces the public lie.


g.  Legalism produces sins of the tongue.

3.  Verbal sins destroy others.  They destroy the person verbally sinning and the one who is the object of the verbal sins.  Verbal sins destroy harmonious rapport with God and harmonious rapport with others.  Verbal sins consume another person as well as the person verbally sinning.  
The idea of consuming someone is a word picture of devouring or completing destroying them.  Verbal sins completely destroy the spiritual life of the person who commits them and the person who reacts to them
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