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 is the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “in the sphere of liberty or freedom.”
 is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to all members of the Church Age.

is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to make free; to set free.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which emphasizes the conclusion or the results of a completed action, much like the perfect tense.  Therefore, some grammars call this aorist the perfective aorist.  It uses the word “has/have/had” in the translation.


The active voice indicates that Christ, the subject of this clause, produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Christ sets us free and declares this a dogmatic statement of fact.

“In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.”
is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb STĒKW, which means literally “to stand” and is a synonym with HISTĒMI, but it is used metaphorically and means “to stand firm, to stand fast.”

The present tense is a progressive present which involves an action expected to continue.  It is translated “Keep on standing fast” or “Continue standing fast.”

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command to live the spiritual life of the Church Age which has been provided for you.

is the postpositive inferential use of the conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the temporal adverb PALIN, which means “again.”
 is the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun ZUGOS, which means “yoke” and is used metaphorically of bondage or submission to authority.  The absence of the article indicates this is a definite “in the yoke.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DOULEIA, which means “of slavery, bondage.”
 is the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb ENECHW, which means in the passive “to be held, to be entangled.”

The present tense is an aoristic present which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present as a fact without any reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of not becoming again entangled in the yoke of slavery to the sin nature.


The imperative mood is a simple command to continue to live the spiritual life of the Church Age and not enter into reversionism.

“Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”
Gal 5:1 corrected translation
“In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul has established his point throughout the last chapter.  Now he gives us a summary statement of dogmatic fact, “Christ has set us free.”

a.  We were born into slavery to the sin nature.  This is a part of spiritual death.


b.  At the moment God imputes human life to the soul, He simultaneously imputes Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.  The result is immediate spiritual death.


c.  At the point of faith in Christ, one of the many things done for us is that our Lord Jesus Christ gives us a spiritual life, which sets us free from the control of the sin nature.


d.  We are spiritually free the moment of salvation to execute the spiritual life which our Lord Jesus Christ has provided for us.


e.  The phrase “In the sphere of freedom” in our verse is a reference to the spiritual life of the Church Age, the same spiritual life pioneered for us by our Lord Jesus Christ during His spiritual life on earth during the First Advent.

2.  Becoming “entangled again in the yoke of slavery” is a reference to entering reversionism or Christian degeneracy, whereby we make ourselves a slave to the lust pattern of the old sin nature as a believer.

3.  Most importantly in this verse, we are commanded to stand fast in this spiritual freedom we have been given.


a.  This is a command to live the spiritual life of the Church Age.


b.  The execution of this command involves the execution of several other commands for the Church Age believer.



(1)  “Be filled with the Spirit,” Eph 5:18.  This is the execution of 1 Jn 1:9, the first spiritual skill.



(2)  “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,” Col 1:9.  This is the second spiritual skill –Bible doctrine circulating in our soul.



(3)  “having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God,” Phil 1:11.  The fruit of righteousness is the execution of the spiritual life by doing the will of God.
 

(4)  “and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God,” Eph 3:19.  The fullness of God is the PLĒROMA status of the mature believer which includes all the God-given blessings for both time and eternity.


c.  Spiritual capacity righteousness is essential for executing this command to be filled with all the fullness of God.


(1)  There is no true happiness in life without capacity for that happiness, and the capacity for that happiness comes from some form of a God-given righteousness or a God-given righteousness in the sense of a potentiality using one’s own volition.



(2)  Capacity righteousness is that righteousness provided by God which gives the Church Age believer great capacity for blessing.  Rom 3:22, “Even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.”  God never blesses an individual or a nation beyond their capacity.



(3)  Capacity is defined as the ability to receive and to retain.  Capacity is the amount that can be contained.  Mental capacity is the power for receiving knowledge.  Capacity is used for the potential to do something.  Capacity connotes both aptitude and capability.



(4)  Capacity righteousness is the key to true happiness in life.  God does not bless us beyond our capacity for blessing.  True happiness in life has to do with perfect soul environment.  True happiness is that perfect environment of the mental state that comes from a life of integrity and honor and justice, which are all a part of capacity righteousness.  Capacity righteousness is the God-given capability for divine blessing and the doctrinal aptitude to appreciate blessing from God and translate it into perfect soul happiness.  Many unbelievers have found capacity for happiness through their integrity as well.



(5)  Capacity righteousness relates to the spiritual skills of the plan of God.




(a)  For the believer in Jesus Christ, God has provided three spiritual skills for the fulfillment of our spiritual life.  The three spiritual skills are the filling of the Holy Spirit, the learning and acceptance of Bible doctrine, and the execution of the plan of God through the use of the spiritual problem-solving devices.




(b)  A spiritual birth demands a spiritual life.  Therefore, during our postsalvation experience we have the option to accept or reject Bible doctrine.  Positive volition results in our spiritual life.




(c)  Capacity is the power of receiving knowledge of Bible doctrine.  The first two spiritual skills are the basis for receiving knowledge of Bible doctrine.  The filling of the Holy Spirit takes human I.Q. and turns it into spiritual I.Q., which is equal among all believers.  When the teaching of doctrine is added to the filling of the Spirit and we believe the doctrine that is taught, there is cognition of doctrine, which produces capacity righteousness.  From doctrine circulating in the soul spiritual problem-solving devices are extrapolated; they are the basis for developing capacity righteousness for happiness.  Our circumstances do not cause unhappiness, but the lack of the proper information in the soul.




(d)  Every believer has the right and privacy to make those decisions which will produce in his or her soul capacity righteousness, which results in sharing the perfect happiness of God.



(6)  Capacity righteousness is never a system of legalism.  It is never a system of human self-righteousness related to activism or social engineering or production of human good, dead works, or evil.  Therefore, human self-righteousness must never be confused with capacity righteousness; for human self-righteousness has an arrogance factor, which results in the function of the arrogance skills in life.  The arrogance skills are self-gratification, self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.



(7)  Capacity is our qualification from the spiritual skills to enjoy what God has given us – divine blessing.  This capacity is related to three categories of capacity righteousness, which God has given to the believer.




(a)  There are two righteousnesses given to the believer at salvation.  This is direct divine initiative of grace blessing from God.  The direct divine initiative of grace depends entirely on God and is given totally apart from any merit on our part.  We can do nothing to lose it, just as we did nothing to gain it.





i.  Imputed righteousness.  At salvation, God the Father imputed to us His very own righteousness.




 
ii.  Positional righteousness.  Positional righteousness comes from positional sanctification.  It is God the Holy Spirit entering us into union with the person of Christ.  We share the righteousness of Christ.  We have a double righteousness and a double eternal life.




(b)  There is also a capacity righteousness which is potential after salvation.  It is based on the utilization of our spiritual assets or skills.  This is an experiential righteousness which is developed from the execution of the plan of God.




(c)  At resurrection there is a capacity righteousness given to the believer which provides the perfect capacity for living in the presence of God forever in perfect happiness.  2 Pet 3:13, “But on the basis of His promise we are looking forward with confidence to a new heavens and a new earth in which perfect righteousness lives.”


(8)  There are two categories of capacity righteousness.




(a)  Direct capacity righteousness is given by the sovereignty of God to every believer totally apart from human volition, therefore, totally apart from any merit of any kind or human consent.




(b)  Indirect capacity righteousness requires the believer’s consistent positive volition toward the spiritual skills.  This is God’s grace gift of divine power to execute the plan of God.





i.  All divine mandates given to the believer during the Church Age can only be executed through the divine power of God the Holy Spirit and the divine power of the infallible word of God.  The filling of the Holy Spirit and accepted doctrine in the soul are the two power options of the spiritual life.  While the combination of these two power options results in the formation and deployment of the spiritual problem-solving devices, this must be a consistent function and must be reinforced through the whole realm of doctrine being transferred from the pages of the word of God to our soul.





ii.  Capacity righteousness is available in time through the divine initiative of antecedent grace.


d.  Pleroma status is the ultimate fulfillment of this command.
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