
Galatians 4:8

Galatians 4:8

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But.”  This word sets up a contrast between being a son of God and not a slave to the desires of the sin nature and being an unbeliever in total slavery to the sin nature.

 is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “then, at that time.”  This is a reference to the period of our life prior to salvation.

is the fifth century BC Attic Greek correlative particle MEN, translated “on the one hand.”  The other side of this coin is found in the next verse “but on the other hand.”
is the strong, absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, which means “to have seen or perceived; hence, to know, have knowledge of.”  It also has a very unusual usage in 1 Thes 5:12 where it means respect or appreciate. “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, respect those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you.”  But this meaning does not apply here because of the context that follows.


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect which brings a past event vividly and dramatically into the present.


The active voice indicates that we all did not know God in any way as unbelievers.


The participle is temporal and should be translated “when you did not know.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, which means “God.”
“But at that time on the one hand, when you did not know God,”
 is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to be a slave to, to be subject to.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers our entire lives as spiritually dead unbelievers into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that we as unbelievers produced the action of being slaves to the desires of the sin nature.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that we were slaves to the sin nature as unbelievers.

 is the articular dative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” with the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adverbial use of the dative feminine singular noun PHUSIS, which means “by nature.”

The article is used as a demonstrative-relative pronoun and should be translated “those who.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists as long as a person is not a believer in Christ.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural noun THEOS, which means “gods, deities.”
“you were a slave to those who are not by nature deities.”
Gal 4:8 corrected translation
“But at that time on the one hand, when you did not know God, you were a slave to those who are not by nature deities.”
Explanation:
1.  When we were unbelievers, we were slaves to the doctrines of demons.  “Those who are not by nature deities” is a reference to the fallen angels, the demons who follow Satan.

2.  Spiritual death and the function of the old sin nature have an external partnership with the thinking, the teaching, and the principles of Satan’s cosmic system.  This thinking, teaching, these principles are all a part of Satan’s system and are taught by his evangelists.  Therefore, it is imperative that we understand these demons.

3.  The fallen angels are organized by Satan into various groups.

a.  Some are no long functioning in this world as a part of the resolution of the prehistoric angelic conflict.  This category includes the angels who had sex with human women prior to the universal flood, in order to attempt to corrupt true humanity, so that the Son of God could come in the Incarnation as a true human being.

b.  Another group of fallen angels are currently imprisoned in the Abyss and will not be released until the middle of the Tribulation, when they are released from their prison and are permitted to attack and kill as many unbelievers on earth as possible.
c.  Currently the fallen angels are invisible but operational, helping Satan to motivate people (both believers and unbelievers) to engage in as much sin, human good, and evil as they desire, in order to prove to God that creatures with free will are slaves to their own desires and most of those desires are sinful,
4.  This verse emphasizes the operational demons against unbelievers in his world.  Their primary objective is to distract unbelievers from hearing the gospel.  And if the demons cannot distract the unbeliever, then they distort and confuse the message of the gospel with a great deal of false doctrine, human works, and systems of doing things not required by the word of God.  Their main purpose is to confuse the issue of salvation and the spiritual life with all kinds of false information that keeps the unbeliever from believing in Christ and keeps the believer from living the spiritual life God has provided.
5.  Two illustrations of the satanic lie.


a.  Socialism.  The basis for socialism in modern history goes back to Sir Thomas Moore in his book Utopia where there was political and social perfection.  This is the Devil’s lie.  Utopia, therefore, became a synonym for any visionary system of political or social perfection or perfect environment.  The theory of utopian socialism is a lie, an economic tinkering with the laws of divine establishment, whereby a false premise is inculcated—that if capitalism voluntarily surrendered its ownership of the means of production to the State or to workers, unemployment and poverty would be abolished.  This is a lie because people do not understand that capital and investment creates jobs, not government.  The theory establishes slavery to the State rather than freedom of self-determination with the government protecting that freedom.

b.  Christian Activism.  The Devil sponsors Christian activism on the one hand, while arrogance skills sponsor Christian activism on the other hand.  2 Cor 11:3, “But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the purity and virtue which belongs to Christ.”  Truth brings purity and virtue to the unbeliever and believer respectively.  Our Lord did not become involved in activism (“Deliver us from the Romans.”) and we take our precedence for the Church Age from the dispensation of the Hypostatic union.  Satan’s objective is to distract you from the spiritual life to the political solution.

6.  Religion is a part of Satan’s strategy.  Religion is the creation of Satan’s genius to counterfeit the plan of God.  Religion is man seeking to use his own merits, his own works to gain the approbation of God.  Satan’s counterfeits of the plan of God in religion include a counterfeit:


a.  Gospel, 2 Cor 4:3‑4, “Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those who are perishing.  In whose case the god of the world (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbeliever that he might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”


b.  Ministers, 2 Cor 11:13‑15, “Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their deeds.”


c.  Doctrine, 1 Tim 4:1, “some will fall away from the faith paying attention to deceitful spirits and the doctrine of demons.”


d.  Communion table, 1 Cor 10:19‑21, “they sacrifice to demons...you cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.”


e.  Spirituality, Gal 3:2‑3.


f.  Righteousness, Mt 19:16‑28.  The Mosaic Law is distorted into self‑righteousness, which rejects faith in Christ for relationship with God.  This self-righteousness is based on morality in the cosmic system.  Gal 2:16, “Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”


g.  Modus vivendi (mode of thinking)--self-righteousness, Mt 23:13‑36.


h.  Power and dynamics (miracles, healing, tongues) 2 Thes 2:8‑10.


i.  System of gods, 2 Thes 2:3‑4, “Let no one in any way deceive you; for these things will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness is revealed as the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as God.”
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