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is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But.”  This sets up a strong contrast between the ability of the son of the slave girl to persecute the son of the free woman and what will happen with the inheritance from the father.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS (with the accent), meaning “what” and introducing a question.

 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began at some point in the past and continues up to the present time.


The active voice indicates that the word of God produces the action.


The indicative mood is a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning literally “the writing” but referring technically to “the Scriptures.”
“But what does the Scripture say?”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to drive out, to cast out, to expel.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action.


The active voice indicates that the head of the household, literally Abraham (but by analogy God the Father does this to the unbeliever) produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PAIDISKĒ, which means “the young female slave.”
is the simple connective use of KAI plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, and translated “and her son.”
“‘Cast out the young slave girl and her son.’”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction particle GAR, meaning “for” plus the double negative adverbs OU and MĒ, meaning “never.”
 is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, which means “to inherit.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen under the given circumstances.  The unbeliever will never inherit with the believer as long as the unbeliever refuses to believe in Christ.


The active voice indicates that the son of the slave girl, the unbeliever, produces the action of never inheriting with the son of the free woman.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the possessive genitive (or genitive of relationship) from the feminine singular article and noun PAIDISKĒ, which means “the son of the young female slave.”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS and the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and the adjective ELEUTHEROS used as a substantive, which is translated “with the son of the free woman.”  This is a reference to Isaac in the analogy, but refers to the Church Age believer by application.

“For the son of the young female slave will never inherit with the son of the free woman.’”
Gal 4:30 corrected translation
“But what does the Scripture say?  ‘Cast out the young slave girl and her son.  For the son of the young female slave will never inherit with the son of the free woman.’”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now turns his appeal to the Scriptures.  This is a quote from Gen 21:10 and the concept is also taught by our Lord in Jn 8:35.


a.  Gen 21:8-12 says, “The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.  Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.  Therefore she said to Abraham, ‘Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.’  The matter distressed Abraham greatly because of his son.  But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named.’”

b.  Our Lord’s teaching on spiritual freedom and spiritual slavery is found in John 8.  He also used the illustration of the free son and the slave to teach this concept.  Jn 8:34-36, “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.’”
2.  The unbeliever is a slave to the sin nature.  He is born into this slavery through physical birth, just the son of the slave girl Hagar was born into slavery.

3.  Abraham set Hagar and her son Ishmael free from their slavery.  But Ishmael did not receive his inheritance from Abraham.  God took care of Ishmael as He promised He would, which is why the Arabs continue to prosper to this day.  God is faithfully still keeping his promise to Abraham to take care of his son Ishmael.

4.  Isaac, like the believer of the Church Age, is born a free man, and is the one who cannot get out of his relationship to his father.


a.  Ishmael left the house of his father Abraham and never returned.


b.  Isaac remained in the home of Abraham forever.  This is eternal security.

5.  The believer is free from being a slave to sin, because Jesus Christ has made him free.  This is the concept of redemption.


a.  Redemption is one of three key concepts in the doctrine of soteriology; the other two being reconciliation and propitiation.



(1)  Redemption is toward sin.  Our Lord Jesus Christ pays the purchase price of our spiritual freedom from slavery to the sin nature, by being judged as a substitute for us on the Cross.



(2)  Reconciliation is always directed toward mankind.  Man is reconciled to God by the death of His Son.



(3)  Propitiation is directed toward God, meaning that the justice of God the Father is satisfied with the work of Christ on the cross.


b.  Redemption emphasizes the fact that we are sinners, not only by choice or volition, but that we were sinners at the point of physical birth.



(1)  When human life was imputed to our human soul at the point of physical birth, it was necessary that God also impute to our genetically formed sin nature Adam’s original sin.  Adam’s original sin is the origin of the old sin nature, which we each possess in the cell structure of our body.



(2)  When Adam’s original sin is imputed to our sin nature at birth, it is a demonstration of the fantastic grace and wisdom of God.  For while we were born physically alive, we were born spiritually dead at the same time, and therefore we came under condemnation from God.  Condemnation must precede salvation.  God can do much more for us in salvation than apart from salvation; therefore, condemnation is one of the wonderful things God does for us.  It permits us to be saved.



(3)  This means that for those in the human race who never reach the point of accountability, they are automatically saved since they were condemned at birth.  This includes those who die at childbirth, those who die before reaching accountability, and those who never reach accountability because of some sort of mental deficiency (mongoloids, idiots).


c.  Redemption is viewed from the standpoint of a ransom paid on the cross for our salvation.


d.  We are born into the slave market of sin through the imputation of Adam’s original sin at birth.


e.  Redemption is the saving work of Christ on the cross by which He purchases our freedom or salvation.  The coin of the realm for this purchase is called the “blood of Christ.” Eph 1:7, “By whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.”  Col 1:14, “In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

f.  The Results of Redemption.



(1)  We are delivered from the curse of the law, Gal 3:13, 4:4-6.



(2)  We have the forgiveness of all sin, Isa 44:22; Eph 1:7;

Col 1:14; Heb 9:15.



(3)  Our justification, Rom 3:24.



(4)  Our sanctification, Eph 5:25-27.



(5)  Our eternal inheritance, Heb 9:15.



(6)  Redemption is the basis for the strategic victory of Jesus Christ in the angelic conflict, Col 2:14-15; Heb 2:14-15.



(7)  Redemption of the soul in salvation results in redemption of the body in resurrection, Eph 1:14, 4:30; Rom 8:23.

4
3

