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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But.”
is the fifth century BC Attic Greek construction, HO MEN...HO DE, which is the nominative masculine singular article, translated “the one” and referring to the son of the young female slave; that is, Ishmael, plus the coordinating particle MEN, translated “on the one hand.”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of agency from the article and feminine singular noun PAIDISKĒ, which means “by the young female slave.”  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice.

 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun SARX, which means “according to the flesh.”
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which looks at the birth of each son as a completed process.


The passive voice indicates that each son receives the action of being born.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But on the one hand the one was born by the young slave girl according to the flesh,”
is the fifth century BC Attic Greek construction, HO MEN...HO DE, which is the nominative masculine singular article, translated “the other” and referring to the son of the free woman; that is, Isaac, plus the conjunction DE, translated “on the other hand.”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and adjective ELEUTHEROS, which means “by the free woman.”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “because of the promise.”
“but on the other hand the other one by the free woman because of the promise.”
Gal 4:23 corrected translation
“But on the one hand the one was born by the young slave girl according to the flesh, but on the other hand the other one by the free woman because of the promise.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his analogy begun in the last verse.


a.  One of the sons of Abraham is born from the young slave girl, Hagar.  This son was Ishmael.


b.  Ishmael was born according to the flesh, which means he was born spiritually dead.


c.  At the moment of physical birth several things happen simultaneously.



(1)  God imputes a soul life or the breath of life [NESHEMAH] to the format soul producing human life.



(2)  God imputes Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature producing spiritual death.



(3)  The old sin nature becomes immediately active at the point of physical birth, so that we are born physically alive and spiritually dead.


d.  Ishmael and Isaac were both born spiritually dead.


e.  Ishmael never believed in Christ for eternal salvation.


f.  Isaac believed in Christ and received the regeneration of his human spirit by the imputation of eternal life to his human spirit, which was created by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.


g.  The birth that mattered to Ishmael was his physical birth.  The birth that mattered to Isaac was his new birth.


h.  The birth by which God had to judge Ishmael was his physical birth.  The birth by which God evaluated Isaac was the new birth.


i.  Ishmael is related to the slave girl Hagar.  This is analogous to his slavery to the old sin nature his entire life.


j.  Isaac is related to the free woman, Sarah.  This is analogous to his spiritual freedom as a believer in Christ.

2.  Paul’s great analogy here is that all Church Age believers are like Isaac – born again because of the promise from God that all those who believe in Christ will receive eternal life.  These promises are given by almost every writer of the New Testament.
3.  Isaac was physically born because of a promise of God to Abraham.  We are spiritually born because of a promise of God to us.


a.  Being born a Jew and under the Mosaic Law does not provide eternal salvation.


b.  Being born again as a new spiritual species provides spiritual freedom, which includes freedom from the Mosaic Law, which could not save, and freedom from the control of the sin nature.


c. The Galatians were born again because of a promise of our Lord Jesus Christ that anyone who believes in Him would be born again.


d.  This new birth was based on the promise of God.


e.  But the Galatians are rejecting this new birth and want to go back to the slavery of being under the Mosaic Law.


f.  So Paul is indirectly asking them, “Why do you want to be Ishmael, when you are already Isaac?”

g.  Another point that the Galatians should have recognized by this analogy is that neither Isaac or Ishmael were born under the Law.  They lived long before Moses.
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