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 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb LEGW, which means, “to say, speak, tell, report.”

The present tense is an aorist present which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present as a simple fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians are to produce this action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, which does not have the force of a command.

 is the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “me” and is a reference to Paul.

 is the vocative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb THELW, which means “to will, to wish, to desire.”

The vocative masculine plural article is used as a personal and relative pronoun, translated “you who” and refers to any believer who seeks to live the spiritual life by keeping the Mosaic Law.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on among the Galatians.


The active voice indicates that some of the Galatians are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “under the law.”  This is a reference to living the spiritual life under the authority of the Mosaic Law rather than the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

 is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a generally accepted fact in which time is of little importance.


The active voice indicates that some of the Galatian believers are producing the action.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and functions as the direct object of the participle THELW, which functions as a main verb.

“Tell me, you who desire to be under the Law,”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law.”
is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” and slamming the door shut, plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear, to listen to, to attend, perceive by hearing, comprehend by hearing.”

The present tense is a perfective present which emphasizes the present reality of something that came into being in the past.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians have produced this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, in which a simple question can be answered by providing factual information.

“have you not perceived [comprehended] the Law?”
Gal 4:21 corrected translation
“Tell me, you who desire to be under the Law, have you not perceived the Law?”
Explanation:
1.  Paul makes a direct challenge to the legalistic believers in Galatia.  Have you not perceived, comprehended, or learned anything from the Mosaic Law?

2.  The Mosaic Law was our guardian, leading us to Christ.


a.  The spiritual life of the Church Age is based upon the life of Christ.  He is our example.


b.  Our Lord lived a perfect spiritual life.


c.  That spiritual life was based upon the filling of God the Holy Spirit as the mentor of the humanity of Christ.


d.  His spiritual life functioned by learning and applying the word of God to every aspect of His life.


e.  His spiritual life centered on personal love for God the Father.


f.  His spiritual life demonstrated unconditional love for all mankind.


g.  His spiritual life exhibited sharing the perfect happiness of God the Father.


h.  His spiritual life glorified God the Father to the maximum.

3.  The Mosaic Law had no power to save anyone.  Only God the Holy Spirit has the power to save anyone, and He does so when He uses His perfect omnipotence to take our powerless faith and make it effective for salvation.


a.  The Mosaic Law was designed to show us how sinful we are as unbelievers.


b.  The Law shows us that there is only one person qualified to provide the sacrifice required by the justice of God in the judgment of sin.


c.  The Law points to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only perfect sacrifice as a substitute for the personal sins of every member of the human race.


d.  The Law provides the rules and regulations for how mankind can live together without destroying each other.


e.  But the Law cannot save anyone.  God the Father planned salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ provided eternal salvation, and Holy Spirit applies that salvation to all those who believe in Christ.

4.  The Mosaic Law cannot and does not provide the spiritual life of the Church.


a.  The spiritual life of the Church is the spiritual life which Christ lived perfectly, and then provided to us.


b.  Every Church Age believer has the exact same perfect spiritual life provided at the moment of salvation as a free gift from the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  This is part of the riches of the glory we have in Christ Jesus, Eph 1:3-14.

1:3 “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ,

1:6  resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He [F] has graced us out in the Beloved;

1:7  by whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,

1:8  from which riches of grace He [F] has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application,

1:9  when He revealed to us the mystery of His plan [will] according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him [Christ]

1:11  in whom [Christ] also we have received an allotment, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan from Him [F], who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will

1:12  in order that we, who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory;

1:13  in whom also, ...when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise,

1:14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”

d.  The spiritual life of the Church Age comes from our Lord Jesus Christ through the ministries of God the Holy Spirit.  The Mosaic Law has nothing to do with any of this.  We are dead to the Law.

5.  The Galatians did not understand the purpose, function, and reason for the Mosaic Law.  We must.
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