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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the mild adversative conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, which means:


1. beautiful in outward appearance beautiful stones, Lk 21:5.


2. of quality, in accordance with the purpose of something or someone: good, useful. 



a.  in the physical sense free from defects, fine, precious  of fish in Mt 13:48; of a tree and its fruit in Mt 12:33; Lk 6:43; Mt 7:17ff; 3:10; Lk 3:9.  good soil in Mt 13:8, 23; Mk 4:8, 20; Lk 8:15.  Mt 13:24, 27, 37f. Of wine in Jn 2:10a, b. Of fine pearls in Mt 13:45. Substantively salt is a good thing in Mk 9:50; Lk 14:34.



b.  morally good, noble, praiseworthy, contributing to salvation etc. Mt 5:16; 26:10; Mk 14:6; Jn 10:32f; 1 Tim 5:10, 25; 6:18; Tit 2:7, 14; 3:8a, b, 14; Heb 10:24; 1 Pet 2:12. Gal 4:18b; Heb 5:14; Rom 7:21; 2 Cor 13:7; Gal 6:9; Jam 4:17; Rom 7:18; 12:17; 2 Cor 8:21.  Jam 3:13; 1 Pet 2:12. Heb 13:18;  a good reputation in 1 Tim 3:7. in a noble and good heart in Lk 8:15. Of the law morally unobjectionable Rom 7:16; cf. 1 Tim 1:8; 1 Cor 5:6; 1 Tim 2:3. 



c.  in every respect unobjectionable, blameless, excellent




(1) of persons in 1 Tim 4:6a. 1 Pet 4:10; 2 Tim 2:3. Jn 10:11a, b, 14. 




(2) of things good, full measure in Lk 6:38; 1 Tim 6:19, 3:13; 2 Tim 1:14; 1 Tim 6:12b, 13, 6:12a; 2 Tim 4:7; 1 Tim 1:18, 4:4; Heb 6:5, Jam 2:7; what passes the test in 1 Thes 5:21. 

3.  it is good.



a. it is pleasant, desirable, advantageous Mt 17:4; 18:8f; Mk 9:5; Lk 9:33; 1 Cor 7:26a. 



b. it is morally good, pleasing to God, contributing to salvation 1 Cor 7:1, 8, 26b; Heb 13:9; Mt 15:26; Mk 7:27. 



c. it is better for him Mk 9:42; cf. 1 Cor 9:15. it is a (n) (greater) advantage (for you)…, than Mt 18:8f; Mk 9:43, 45, 47 it would have been better for him Mt 26:24; Mk 14:21.  That which is good or better is added in the infinitive, which forms the subject of  Mt 15:26; 18:8f; Mk 7:27; Gal 4:18a.


Note that we have an ellipsis here, where EIMI is understood by Paul’s readers; therefore, it was not necessary for Paul to supply the word.  This expression was so common in Greek that Paul could leave the verb EIMI out and it was still perfectly understood by his readers.  The phrase is translated “But it is better...”
is the present middle/passive infinitive from the verb ZĒLOW, which means:   in a good sense to strive, desire, exert oneself earnestly; with a thing as the object; (for) something; to strive for the more valuable spiritual gifts 1 Cor 12:31, 14:39.


The present tense is a tendential present, which is used to indicate an action being proposed, but which is not actually taking place.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which emphasizes the Gal, or any believer as the subject intimately involved in producing the action for their own benefit and in their best interest.


The infinitive is the substantival use of the infinitive as the direct object of the verb, also called the complementary infinitive.

is the preposition EN plus the dative of advantage from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, which means (see above) morally good, noble, praiseworthy, contributing to salvation etc. Mt 5:16; 26:10; Mk 14:6; Jn 10:32f; 1 Tim 5:10, 25; 6:18; Tit 2:7, 14; 3:8a, b, 14; Heb 10:24; 1 Pet 2:12. Gal 4:18b; Heb 5:14; Rom 7:21; 2 Cor 13:7. Gal 6:9; Jam 4:17. Rom 7:18. Rom 12:17; 2 Cor 8:21; Jam 3:13; 1 Pet 2:12; Heb 13:18;  a good reputation 1 Tim 3:7. in a noble and good heart Lk 8:15. Of the law morally unobjectionable Rom 7:16; cf. 1 Tim 1:8; 1 Cor 5:6; 1 Tim 2:3.  The phrase should be translated “for that which is noble.”
 is the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “always, at all times.”
“But it is better to strive for that which is noble at all times,”
is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative from the neuter singular adjective MONOS which is used as an adverb of time, meaning “only; alone.”  Here the phrase is correctly translated “and not only.”
 is the preposition EN plus the dative from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present.”

The infinitive with EN TWI is used to express the relative time at which the action of the main verb takes place.  This is called an infinitive of time and here expresses contemporaneous time, which is correctly translated “while I am present.”
is the adverbial accusative of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  This personal pronoun in the accusative produces the action expressed by the previous infinitive, which in English functions as the subject of the infinitive, although in Greek infinitives do not have subjects.  Therefore, in English we have to translate this Greek idiomatic expression as “while I am present.”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “face-to-face with you.”
“and not only while I am present with you.”
Gal 4:18 corrected translation
“But it is better to strive for that which is noble [honorable, virtuous] at all times, and not only while I am present with you.”
Explanation:
1.  The Galatians have changed their loyalties from Paul to the legalistic, Judaizing Christians.  They are now striving to gain the admiration and respect of these legalistic believers.  They are doing this by attempting to keep the Mosaic Law as the spiritual life of the Church Age.

2.  Paul has seen the Galatians strive for that which is noble, honorable, and virtuous while he was present with them teaching the word of God to them.


a.  We strive for the noble, honorable, and virtuous by learning and executing the word of God.


b.  This is what the Galatians began doing when Paul first came to them.  They were positive to the gospel and the teaching of the word of God.


c.  They were growing in grace and executing the plan of God.  They were living the spiritual life provided for them at salvation.


d.  All these things were developing the nobility of the royal family of God – the virtue love and integrity as a part of the royal family honor code.


e.  Paul had seen all these things when he was present with them.

3.  Now Paul subtlety suggests to them, that they should strive for the nobility of the virtue, honor, and integrity of the royal family honor code at all times.


a.  To strive indicates the exercise of positive volition.  We strive for those things we really want.  This requires the exercise of our volition.  We must make a decision.


b.  God expects us to want to be noble, virtuous, to have integrity and honor, and most of all to have personal love for Him and unconditional love for all mankind.


c.  God expects this of us at all times, not just when it is convenient to us, not just when we want to do this, not just when it is easy for us to do, not just when things are going our way, but when life is tough, times are hard, decisions are difficult, and we are not doing well.

4.  The Royal Family Honor Code.


a.  The royal family honor code is a system of spiritual integrity mandated by God.


b.  The royal family honor code relates to personal integrity in relationship with other persons.  The honor code is a supplement to unconditional love for all believers.  It is also a problem-solving device of the plan of God.



(1)  The honor code includes: the filling of Spirit; doctrinal orientation; grace orientation; and a personal sense of destiny.



(2)  The believer, who through the Spirit and inculcation of doctrine understands and develops the honor code in his life, will have a personal sense of destiny.


c.  The recipients of Bible doctrine must not only apply this truth, but communicate it in terms of their lives in relationship to others.  Therefore, the royal family honor code centers on two words:  truth and integrity.


d.  Integrity is adherence to spiritual, moral, and ethical principles related to honor.  Hence, the royal family honor code relates to both the plan of God as well as every function in relationship to people, which means the laws of divine establishment.



(1)  The believer is born again into a status quo of aristocracy.



(2)  The Church Age is the dispensation of the royal family of God; therefore, we must have royal function.



(3)  Jesus Christ Himself is the basis for the fact that we have an honor code.  He left us this honor code.  He has three categories of royalty:  divine, Jewish, and battlefield.  This last category of royalty is necessary to provide a royal family for Christ seated at the right hand of the Father.  Therefore, the Church Age was inserted into the Jewish Age to call out the royal family.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit enters us into union with Christ making us spiritual aristocracy.



(4)  Aristocracy has standards, and these standards are called the honor code.



(5)  The honor code is the Christian way of life.



(6)  Right thinking results in right motivation.  Right motivation means right function.  This is the thrust of the royal family honor code.



(7)  For this right thinking to occur there must be Bible doctrine in the soul.



(8)  For application of this doctrine there must also be the filling of the Holy Spirit.  So the honor code is executed by means of the Spirit, but only when filled with the Spirit.



(9)  The honor code includes the advance to maturity.  The honor code makes it possible for every believer who is positive to doctrine to advance to maturity.  The Holy Spirit sponsors us in the plan of God.


e.  There is a great enemy to the honor code:  gossip, maligning, slandering others.  Eph 4:25, “Therefore, having laid aside the lie, each one of you speak the truth with his fellow-believer, since we are members one of another.”


(1)  “The lie” is anything, which contradicts the honor code.  “The lie” includes certain areas of carnality, cosmic involvement, and Christian degeneracy.



(2)  “Laying aside the lie” is recovery in all these areas where we have failed.


f.  The plan of God is the greatest producer of honor and integrity in all history.  It is an honor and integrity produced by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  It is an honor and integrity produced by perception and application of Bible doctrine.


g.  Absolute truth will tolerate nothing less than the honor, integrity, and virtue that comes from the filling of the Spirit, the perception and inculcation of doctrine, and the resultant spiritual growth.

 
h.  Absolute truth has prevailed in the past and will prevail in the future.  But when people reject absolute truth, there is no understanding of honor and integrity.

5.  The Virtue of the Spiritual Life.


a.  Virtue is not only a Biblical subject, but it is verified by the etymology and usage of the Greek word ARĒTĒ.


b.  Virtue is the sum total of those human characteristics manufactured by function in the spiritual life.


c.  Since virtue is the monopoly of God, it is restricted to the spiritual life; it cannot be duplicated or reproduced in the cosmic system.


d.  Therefore, virtue is the distinctive characteristic of the royal family, the inevitable result of executing the plan of God.


e.  Basic virtues developed in the spiritual life include enforced and genuine humility, love, worship, morality, courage, and confidence.  Humility is the foundation for all virtue.


f.  Virtue is the quality of intrinsic good; it is not proving one’s worth.  The believer who is trying to prove something cannot improve spiritually.


g.  Proving one’s worth is arrogance; improving one’s worth spiritually is prudence.  Arrogance is the antithesis of and is antagonist to virtue.


h.  Virtue is manufactured from perception of doctrine and results in occupation with Christ, while arrogance is manufactured in the cosmic system and is preoccupation with self.


i.  Virtue is the quality of intrinsic good and the operation of the Christian way of life.


j.  Believers who function in the spiritual life produce virtue, while believers who reside and function in Satan’s  cosmic system destroy virtue and produce pseudo-virtue.


k.  Virtue is the source of all true happiness in life.  Therefore, virtue and happiness co-exist.  There is no happiness in the cosmic system.  Pseudo-virtue manufactured in the cosmic system is the basis for all hypocrisy in life.


l.  The cosmic system makes a special offer to all believers:  wealth, success, promotion, sex, authority, lifestyle, approbation, and fame, but without honor, integrity, ability, virtue, love, leadership, capacity, or happiness.


m.  Inside the cosmic system there is a constant search for happiness, while in the spiritual life God’s perfect happiness looks for you.  There are degrees of true happiness which accompany the function at every stage of the spiritual life and relate to every virtue.


n.  The source of virtue is the function of the integrity of God related to divine love.


o.  The production of virtue means both happiness and orientation to God’s plan for the Church Age.
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