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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PEIRASMOS, which means “a trial or testing” of ethical purpose and effect, whether in a good sense or in an evil sense.  It is used of afflictions sent by God as in 2 Pet 2:9, Jam 1:2, 1 Pet 1:6; and of the testing of Jesus by Satan, Lk 4:13.  Here it means, “testing.”
 is the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun SARX plus the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of my flesh.”  This is a reference to Paul’s bodily illness mentioned in the previous verse.

is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXOUTHENEW, which is used with the accusative of the thing and means “to despise utterly, treat with contempt.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the attitude of the Gal to Paul’s illness into a single whole and looks at it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Gal produce the action of not treating Paul with contempt because of his illness.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the negative adverb OUDE, which means “nor” when used in series with OUK which precedes it.  With this we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EKPTUW, which means, “to spit out; to spit at in disgust, to abominate, loathe.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the action of the Gal to Paul’s illness into a single whole and looks at it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Gal produce the action of not loathing Paul because of his illness.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Furthermore your testing because of my flesh you did not treat with contempt nor loathe,”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”
is the relative pronoun HOS used as a comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the accusative of comparison from the masculine singular noun AGGELOS, meaning “angel, messenger” plus the possessive genitive of the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “as the messenger of God.”
is the second person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the action of the Gal toward Paul when he first came to Galatia into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the Gal producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me.”
is the relative pronoun HOS used as a comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the accusative of comparison from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “as Christ Jesus.”
“but you received me as the messenger of God, as Christ Jesus.”
Gal 4:14 corrected translation
“Furthermore your testing because of my flesh you did not treat with contempt nor loathe, but you received me as the messenger of God, as Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  The Galatians received a test of their positive versus negative volition to the gospel, when Paul first came to them.  The same is true for every group of unbelievers to whom any missionary goes.

2.  In Paul’s case, he had a bodily illness, which apparently was repulsive to others.  This would be especially true of those who are Greeks, because for the Greeks a perfect body was the ideal for which they all strived and worshiped.  For Paul to be anything less than perfect in bodily appearance would be a test of their objectivity and willingness to hear the truth.


a.  This same problem occurs for believers in any congregation.


b.  We all make judgments of others based upon their personal appearance.  We like some because of their short hair or long hair, skin color, height, weight, or any manner of dress.  We dislike others for all these same reasons.  We will never be able to please everyone because we all have different tastes.


c.  However, as Christians, we are expected to set aside these overt standards and evaluate others based upon their virtue, honor, integrity, truthfulness, and faithfulness.


d.  We are expected by God to have the same criteria for evaluating others as He has for evaluating us – the inner person of the soul.


e.  What we think of others is a part of people testing, and it applies to both believers and unbelievers.  Unbelievers can and do pass this test through the integrity they develop from the laws of divine establishment.  The Galatians were able to pass this test as unbelievers.


f.  Loathing is a sin of reaction.  They did not react to Paul’s illness and they did not react to being tested by God.  Reaction will quickly destroy our honor, virtue, and integrity, whether we are believers or unbelievers.



(1)  Reaction to life is a sign of failure; it is how to be weak without really trying.  The easiest thing to do in life is to become a loser and weak; that requires nothing.



(2)  The process begins when someone wrongs us, allegedly or in reality.




(a)  We will be tempted to cut off Bible doctrine when we react to some real or alleged wrong.  The result is that we get our eyes on man, in spite of Jeremiah’s warning, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man.”



(b)  Today there are many neurotic or psychopathic believers who imagine things that don’t exist, such as being wronged.  But since their imagination, although erroneous, is real to them, they react.



(3)  Reaction does a very strange thing to all of us.  Reaction removes normal restraints on our area of weakness.  We all have an area where we are inclined to sin easily.  We all have “sin preferences” which are habitual; e.g., all the mental attitude sins, loss of temper, hatred, bitterness, or self-pity.  Whatever it is, we move to it rapidly.



(4)  Ordinarily, as an advancing believer, we begin to practice self-restraint.  But when we are crossed or wronged or hurt, we begin to react, and we do things when we previously exercised self-restraint compatible with our spiritual growth.



(5)  The first thing we do when we remove self-restraint is to justify our reaction, such as the sins involved, the loss of temper, the mental attitude sins, the arrogance, the wrong actions, or the bad habits.  We justify these by blaming them on the person who has allegedly wronged or hurt us.



(6)  The removal of restraint by reaction, being hurt, becoming instantly self-centered, and instantly involved in self-justification (we’re always right) removes the general and overall restraint on our volition.  So that instead of gravitating to just one sin or area of weakness, we now enter a series of failures.



(7)  We all have our own area of weakness.  It may start with jealousy or bitterness or self-pity, but it moves into a series of failures because now there is no self-restraint.  This ends in blind arrogance, implacability, and a desire to strike back and hurt.



(8)  In striking back, we justify the sins involved, the vindictiveness and the bitterness:  “I did . . . because you did.”  We set ourselves up as little protestors.  In effect, we say, “You’ve been unkind to me; that’s why I’m doing this.”  As soon as we think or say to someone else, “It’s your fault,” we have divorced ourselves from reality and taken a silent step toward psychosis.



(9)  Once self-restraint is removed, we commit all these sins because we wanted to do them.  But we justify them by saying, “You have hurt me and that’s why I’m doing this!”  But that isn’t why!



(10)  So we divorce ourselves from reality because we fail to take the responsibility for our own decisions when self-restraint has been removed.



(11)  We now move into a state of self-justification, doing things that are sinful, wrong, or irritating to others.  We move into a shell of indifference to the feelings of others.  That means we are hypersensitive to ourselves and insensitive toward others.



(12)  We justify anger, bitterness, arrogance, maligning, jealousy, and self-pity by blaming someone else who has been cruel, unkind, unfaithful, or hostile without a cause.  Sometimes this is imagined; sometimes it is reality.  But the effect is the same.  The only difference is that if we were not really wronged but only thought we were in hypersensitivity, then we’ve taken a second step in divorcing yourself from reality, which is one step closer to becoming a Christian psychotic.



(13)  In preoccupation with self, all restraint is removed, and we do those things we really wanted to do but before were restrained by our spiritual life.  Our magnificent virtue restraint is gone.



(14)  So in reality, we wanted to do those things which were sinful and bad habits, but our volition would not permit it until we reacted to someone else.  Once we react to someone else or to some set of circumstances, we begin self-induced misery in our own life, and we start to use our volition to reject doctrine.  And while we’re doing all this, we blame others for our lack of self-restraint.



(15)  It doesn’t matter whether the wrong is real or alleged; for under the royal family honor code, we are to love those who despise us and feed those who hate us.



(16)  We are not justified in doing wrong because we have been wronged.  But we have reacted, and our reaction removes self-restraint.



(17)  If we continue to react to people with or without justification, we will eventually destroy our own spiritual life.  We will permanently gravitate to areas of weakness and then we will develop the sin nature side of our life, rather than virtue.



(18).  This self-justified removal of restraint will result in a permanent status of self-induced misery.  All our priorities with regard to what makes us happy, what entertains us, and what we enjoy will change, and we will become self-centered.  That’s the third step in becoming divorced from reality – a fatal step!



(19).  Now we are a walking bomb.  We demand to be entertained, recognized, and demand what is unreality.  We begin the downward path of punitive suffering – the three stages of divine discipline.  We will have warnings, but we will ignore them.  We’ll then suffer intensive discipline, but it’s always someone else’s fault, even though we are actively involved with our own volition.  Remember, all sociopaths, neurotics, and psychotics have a very active volition, and they are doing exactly what they want to do, and can only be restrained by certain drugs.

3.  On the contrary, Paul says that the Galatians received him as if he were a messenger directly from God, which he was as an apostle and missionary.  Therefore, a few Scriptures which state the same thing:


a.  Mt 10:40, “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”

b.  1 Thes 2:13, “And for this reason also we continue giving thanks to God constantly, because after you received God’s message of instruction from us, you did not accept the teaching from men but just as it keeps on being, the real teaching from God, which [teaching] also becomes effective in you who believe.”

c.  2 Cor 8:23, “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ.”


(1)  All the apostles were direct messengers of the Lord Jesus Christ to the world.



(2)  Those whom the apostles trained also became messengers to believers in all the local churches.

4.  The significant point Paul makes here is stated at the end of the verse – the Galatians received him and his message with such positive volition that they treated him as if he were Jesus Christ directly giving the message of salvation to them.


a.  Paul makes the strongest possible comparison he can make on their behalf – they treated him as if he were Christ.


b.  Thus Paul is arguing that their positive volition to the gospel and Bible doctrine was so strong, that it was as if they were responding directly to Christ.


c.  This is the greatest compliment anyone could ever give to them.  What would you think if someone told you that you treated them the way one would treat Christ Himself?  That’s quite a compliment, and Paul wasn’t just saying this to flatter them.


d.  Paul is trying to get them to remember how much they believed the gospel, how excited they were about having eternal life, how much they wanted to learn Bible doctrine and grow in grace.


e.  Paul is doing this so he can contrast their former attitudes and beliefs with what is now going on among them since the Judaizers came from Jerusalem with their false gospel of keeping the Law as the spiritual life of the Church Age.
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