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 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this way, thus, so.”  Here it means “so.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ANOĒTOS, used as substantive.  It means “not thought on, not understood; not understanding; unintelligent.”

It is derived from the verb NOEW, which means “to think, to perceive, to understand.”

It is found in the following passages:

Lk 24:25, “And He said to them, ‘O foolish [unintelligent] men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!’”
Rom 1:14, “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish [unintelligent].”
1 Tim 6:9, “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish [unintelligent] and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”
Tit 3:3, “For we also once were foolish [unintelligent] ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.”
In every case, the word “foolish” has the connotation of someone who is ignorant, unintelligent, and does not know the correct information.

 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”  Here it is part of a question and is the second person plural; therefore, is correctly translated “are you.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.  Paul asks a rhetorical question (he doesn’t expect an answer) and states it as if the Galatians have always been and will continue to be unintelligent, ignorant, unthinking.  The contrary is really the case.  They are extremely intelligent, but to their disgrace they are thinking and thus acting as if they couldn’t think at all.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians produce the action of being completely unintelligent when they think that salvation and more specifically the spiritual life is attained by works rather than by grace.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s rhetorical view of the Galatians as unintelligent.

“Are you so unintelligent,”
is the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent middle participle from the verb ENARCHOMAI, which means “to begin, to make a beginning.”  It is also used in Phil 1:6. “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the Galatian believers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at an action as a whole but regards it from the standpoint of its existing completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the Galatians producing the action of beginning.


The participle is circumstantial.  It is translated “having begun.”
 is the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “with the Spirit” or “in the Spirit.”  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of the verb “to begin” is carried out.

 having begun in the Spirit,”
is the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now.”
 is the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun SARX, which means “with the flesh” or “in the flesh.”  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of the verb that follows “to end” is carried out.

 is the second person plural present middle or passive indicative from the verb EPITELEW, which means “to complete, accomplish, execute.”  In the middle voice it means “to complete for oneself, to make an end.”  Here it means to accomplish or execute for yourselves.”

The present tense is a tendential present which regards a present action as purposed but not yet actually taking place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle which lays special emphasis and stress on the Galatian believers as the ones producing the action in their own interest, and hence not in the interest of our Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative.

There is no direct object stated here, but it is implied from the context.  The direct object of the verb ‘to accomplish’ is the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  Therefore, it must be added in brackets for clarity: “[the spiritual life].”
“you are now accomplishing [the spiritual life] for yourselves in the flesh?”
Gal 3:3 corrected translation
“Are you so unintelligent, having begun in the Spirit, you are now accomplishing [the spiritual life] for yourselves in the flesh?”
Explanation:
1.  Paul drives the knife in further and twists it.  He uses his brilliant intellect to ask the key question the Galatians should have been asking themselves.


a.  He begins his question with an obvious statement, which the Galatians already know.  They have begun in the ministries of God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  They have been regenerated by the Spirit.



(2)  They have been indwelt by the Spirit since salvation.



(3)  They have been entered into union with Christ since salvation.



(4)  They have been filled with the Spirit.



(5)  They have been given a spiritual gift.



(6)  They have been sealed with the Spirit since regeneration.



(7)  They have the unique spiritual life of all human history.



(8)  They still have the teaching ministry of the Spirit.


b.  God has done everything to give them a relationship with Himself and to maintain that relationship.  What have they done to establish or maintain the relationship?  Nothing.


c.  What can they continue to do to maintain the relationship?  Acknowledge their sins and grow in grace – the two essential mandates of the Church Age.

2.  The Galatians began the spiritual life of the Church Age by means of the power, ministries, and work of God the Holy Spirit.  Now they are trying to live that spiritual life completely on their own without the help, power, or ministries of the Holy Spirit.


a.  The great evil of Christian moral degeneracy and legalism is that it seeks to live the Christian life apart from the power of God.


b.  It is impossible to live the spiritual life apart from the power and guidance of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The Holy Spirit provides all the supernatural power necessary to live the spiritual life of the Church Age through His filling.


d.  The Holy Spirit provides all the supernatural guidance necessary to understand God’s will, plan, and purpose for our spiritual life through His teaching ministry.


e.  These ministries cannot be accomplished through the power, will, ability, merit, works, or effort of the individual believer.


f.  God has designed a plan for our life, which comes from a supernatural being.  Therefore, God’s plan for our life is a supernatural plan.


g.  A supernatural plan can only be executed by a supernatural power.  God has provided that supernatural power for us for the execution of His plan.


h.  God’s supernatural power for His supernatural plan comes in two supernatural forms: the filling of God the Holy Spirit, which is definitely not natural to the nature of man, which nature is sinful, and the supernatural power of Bible doctrine influencing the soul of the believer.


i.  God the Holy Spirit influences our soul through the influence of the Bible doctrine that He has deposited there.  This is accomplished by our non-meritorious positive volition.


j.  In evil, the legalistic believer attempts to live the spiritual life totally apart from the influence of Bible doctrine or the filling of the Holy Spirit.


k.  The filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul produces an orientation toward God’s graciousness, which makes the believer reject human ability, human power, human works as a means of living the spiritual life.


l.  But when the two power options of the spiritual life (the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul) are rejected by the believer, there is nothing the believer can do except try to live the spiritual life by means of works.


m.  Legalism is Satan’s plan for our life, and this is exactly what the Galatians were doing.  This is why Paul asks them, “Are you so unintelligent that you are attempting to accomplish the spiritual life for yourselves apart from God the Holy Spirit?”

n.  There was nothing the Galatians could say at this point.  Paul had completely defeated them through the correct and accurate application of Bible doctrine.  All the Galatians can do now is accept the truth or go further into moral degeneracy or recover.
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