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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning if and it’s true, translated “But if.”
 is the nominative masculine plural second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
is the genitive of possession from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, which means, “belong to Christ.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning literally “But if you [are] of Christ.”  But the genitive of possession should be translated “But if you are belonging to Christ.”  We smooth this into English grammar as:
“But if you belong to Christ [and you do],”
 is the inferential or illative particle ARA, which means “so, then, consequently.”  Here it means “consequently.”
is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun ABRAAM, translated “of Abraham.”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular anarthrous noun SPERMA, which literally means “seed” but is used here figuratively and means “the descendants, the children, the posterity.”
is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth, a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of truth.

“certainly you are the children of Abraham,”
 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “in accordance with the promise” or “on the basis of the promise.”  The latter is a better translation in this context.

 is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural anarthrous noun KLĒRONOMOS, which means “the heirs.”
“the heirs on the basis of the promise.”
Gal 3:29 corrected translation
“But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul established his premise that we all belong to Christ in verses 26-27, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.”
2.  Therefore, his dramatic conclusion is that we are therefore the children of Abraham.  Paul’s entire argument is stated thus: “Just as Abraham believed in God [the Lord Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him for the purpose of righteousness.  Consequently, you should recognize that those who are from the source of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.  In fact, the Scripture, having previously seen that God declares the Gentiles righteous by faith, proclaims the good news ahead of time to Abraham, ‘All the Gentiles will be blessed because of you.’  For this reason those who are by faith are blessed with believing Abraham.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.  For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not], [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise. But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”
3.  The Judaizers and legalists argued that the Gentiles could never be the true children of Abraham unless they became like the Jews in every respect.  Paul argues that this is blasphemy, heresy, and evil.  Paul counters this false reasoning with the perfect logic and reasoning of the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit.  To paraphrase Paul’s argument:


a.  Abraham belonged to Christ.


b.  You belong to Christ.


c.  You are therefore the true children of Abraham.


d.  Abraham was the heir of God’s promise of eternal life and great blessings for both time and eternity.


e.  You are the true children of Abraham, therefore, you Gentile believers in Christ are the heirs of the same promise.
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