
Galatians 3:20


is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and the noun MESITĒS, which means “mediator, arbitrator.”  The word is also used in:

Heb 8:6, “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.”
Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”
Heb 12:24, “and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant…”
1 Tim 2:5, “For God is one [in essence] and one [person is] a mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.”

1.  These Scriptures clearly state that our Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only Mediator between God and mankind.


2.  They also state that He is the mediator of a new covenant.

 is the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular cardinal numeral HEIS, which means “for the benefit of one party.”  This refers to the two parties involved in mediation.

is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”
The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists – a mediator between two parties is not partial to either party, nor shows favoritism to either party, but is equal to both parties and does not function for the benefit of one party over the other party.

The active voice indicates that this condition of non-partiality produces the action. 

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of non-partiality by a mediator.

“Now the mediator is not for the benefit of one party’”
is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is a reference to all three members of the Trinity.  They are one in essence.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular numeral HEIS, meaning “one.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI.

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition or state, which perpetually exists.

The active voice indicates that the essence of each member of the Trinity produces the action of being the same.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“but God is one [in essence].”
Gal 3:20 corrected translation

“Now the mediator is not for the benefit of one party, but God is one [in essence].”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is a parallel statement to 1 Tim 2:5, “For God is one [in essence] and one [person is] a mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.”
2.  The critical issue pointed out in our verse is that the Lord Jesus Christ serves the interests of both God and mankind equally and perfectly.


a.  Jesus Christ is perfect God and perfect man, which qualifies Him to be the perfect mediator between both parties.


b.  Our Lord serves God the Father and God the Holy Spirit in the mediation between God and mankind.


c.  Our Lord also serves regenerate mankind in His mediation between God and man.  Our Lord was born perfect and lived a perfect spiritual life.  He mediates between regenerate mankind, not the spiritually dead unbeliever.  Our Lord has nothing in common with spiritually dead mankind, and does not mediate on spiritually dead mankind’s behalf.  Our Lord is the mediator for all those who believe in Him for eternal salvation.


d.  Our Lord does not serve one party to the detriment of the other party.  He serves both parties perfectly in the mediation.


e.  God is perfect.  The Lord Jesus Christ is perfect both as God and in His humanity.  God imputes His perfect righteousness to everyone who believes in Christ, making us qualified to have a perfect relationship with perfect God.  Our Lord Jesus Christ provides the perfect mediation and intersession between perfect God and those members of the human race with perfect righteousness given to them by God.
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