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is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and refers to the content of the question Paul is about to ask.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective MONOS, which means “only.”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, to want, to desire.”  Here it means, “to want: I want.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is in the thoughts of Paul at this moment.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of what Paul wants to know.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is complementary infinitive, used to complete the meaning of the main verb I want.”  It indicates what is wanted.
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”
“I want to learn only this from you,”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “because of works, production” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “of the law” and refers here to the Mosaic Law.  The entire phrase is translated “because of the works of the Law.”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “the Spirit” and is a reference to God the Holy Spirit rather than to the human spirit as will become apparent from the context of the next few verses.

 is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple statement of fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative which is used to state questions.

“did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law”
 is the particle Ē which is used as a conjunction and should be translated “or.”
is the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular noun AKOĒ, which means in its passive sense “a thing heard, i.e., a message, a teaching, a report, rumor, news, preaching.”  The best translation here is “because of the message.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “faith.”  The phrase is translated “because of the message of faith.”
“or because of the message of faith?”
Gal 3:2 corrected translation
“I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?”
Explanation:
1.  The first phrase in this sentence, “I want to learn only this from you” is sanctified sarcasm.  Paul is twisting the knife he already drove into their soul in the previous verse, when he called them “unthinking.”

a.  This is a rhetorical question, since Paul certainly doesn’t expect an answer from them.  He already knows the answer.  Paul asks the question to get them to begin thinking correctly again.


b.  The best way to get anyone to think is to ask a question.  This is why our Lord so frequently answered a question with a question.  He was trying to get His opponents to think and answer their own question.
2.  So Paul asks them how they received the Spirit.


a.  Receiving the Spirit is a reference to the postsalvation ministry of God the Holy Spirit indwelling every Church Age believer.


b.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of the Church Age believer at the moment of salvation, 1 Cor 6:19-20, 3:16.


c.  The indwelling of the Spirit is one of the six permanent ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  The purpose of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to provide a temple in the body of every Church Age believer for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory and for the indwelling of God the Father.



(1)  There are no sacred buildings in the Church Age.  The only sacred building was the temple in Jerusalem, which belonged to Israel and was destroyed in 70 A.D.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit makes a sacred building of our body for the indwelling of God the Son and God the Father.


d.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is also a sign of the royal family status, which is superior to being in the family of God, as believers in past dispensations were.  In the Millennium, all believers are filled with the Holy Spirit, but no millennial believer is indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  There was no indwelling of the Holy Spirit until the Church Age.  Believers in the Old Testament were empowered by the Holy Spirit at times.  We live on the best side of history, which is after the cross.  Therefore, we are royal family to complement Christ’s battlefield royalty.  We receive six additional ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation:  efficacious grace, regeneration, sealing, spiritual gifts, filling, and baptism.


e.  While no believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit in other dispensations, all believers are indwelt with the Holy Spirit in the Church Age.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit in other dispensations was technically the enduement of the Holy Spirit.  For example, David said, “Take not Your Spirit from me,” Ps 51:11.


f.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of every believer, but only influences the soul of the believer under the title “the filling of the Holy Spirit” or “walking in (by means of) the Spirit.”

g.  It is important to distinguish between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which is permanent, and the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is temporary depending on the use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  When we sin we lose the filling of the Holy Spirit, but not the indwelling of the Spirit.


h.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of the believer because the sin nature lives in the physical body of the believer.  In the life of every believer, human ability must be superseded by divine ability.  Therefore, the dynamics of the Holy Spirit are clearly important.


i.  However, the actual use of divine power from the indwelling of the Spirit depends on the filling of the Holy Spirit rather than the indwelling of the Spirit.  The indwelling is not operational apart from the filling.


j.  Therefore, the believer must learn to distinguish between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the filling of the Holy Spirit.  It is the filling of the Holy Spirit by which we deploy the spiritual problem-solving devices of the plan of God.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the first power option of the spiritual life and without this divine power it is impossible to execute the spiritual life of the Church.  Divine power is necessary to execute the divine plan.  Without the filling of the Holy Spirit there is no spiritual life.  A perfect plan demands perfect power for its fulfillment.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution, which means anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life.


k.  The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit are not synonymous terms.



(1)  While the indwelling of the Holy Spirit emphasizes the body, the filling of the Holy Spirit emphasizes the believer’s soul.  Therefore, the sphere of indwelling is always stated as the body of the believer, 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19-20.  Our body is the sacred building of the Church Age.  This indwelling makes it impossible for demon possession to occur.



(2)  While both the indwelling and filling are absolutes (they cooperate with each other and are not antithetical), they are different types of absolutes.




(a)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is an irrevocable absolute.




(b)  The filling of the Holy Spirit is a revocable absolute through carnality.  But the indwelling and filling are cooperating absolutes when we are filled with the Spirit.



(3)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent whether the believer is spiritual or carnal, therefore, it is non-experiential.



(4)  The filling of the Spirit is mandated by God, Eph 5:18, but the indwelling of the Spirit is stated by God as a fact, 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20.  Therefore, the indwelling of the Spirit is a permanent status quo in time.

3.  Paul gives the Galatians a multiple-choice quiz.  There are only two possible answers to his question.  Either the Galatians received the ministries of God the Holy Spirit through keeping the Mosaic Law or through faith in Christ.


a.  The legalistic Christians say that we receive the ministries of God the Holy Spirit by becoming righteous through not committing certain sins, by not doing certain things wrong, by worshiping in a certain way, by observing certain taboos and superstitions, by keeping certain commandments, by living a “holy and spiritual” life.


b.  Paul taught the Galatians that they received the Church Age ministries of God the Holy Spirit by grace through faith and not of yourselves, it is a gift of God and not of works, lest any man should boast.


c.  Paul forces a decision out of the Galatians.  They can no longer straddle two positions.  They must decide either for or against a salvation and a spiritual life based upon grace or based upon their own self-righteousness.  Paul leaves no gray area into which they can retreat.


d.  Paul already knows the answer and so do the Galatians.  At this point they are beginning to feel ashamed of themselves, because the truth hurts.


e.  We receive all the ministries of God the Holy Spirit at the moment of faith in Christ.  These ministries have nothing to do with how we act, how we don’t act, what we do, or what we fail to do.  These ministries include:



(1)  Efficacious grace, which is God the Holy Spirit making our spiritually dead faith effective for salvation.



(2)  The sealing of the Holy Spirit which is His guarantee that we can never do anything to lose our salvation.  Sealing is our eternal security.


(3)  The indwelling of God the Holy Spirit to make our bodies acceptable as a dwelling place for the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(5)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit where we are entered into union with Christ.



(6)  The filling of the Holy Spirit to empower us to understand and execute the word of God.



(7)  The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit as our Mentor.



(8)  At least one spiritual gift with which we benefit the other members of the body of Christ.


f.  No amount of works by the greatest of Old Testament believers ever gave them the indwelling of the Spirit or the baptism of the Spirit or the filling of the Spirit.  These things are exclusive to the Church Age and the Galatians knew it.  Paul has them cornered and they know it.  They must either agree with Paul or renounce the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age.  Not wanting to die the sin unto death like Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5:1-11, the Galatians had no choice but to agree with Paul.
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