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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the second class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s not true.”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “by or through the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.

 is the nominative subject of the feminine singular article and noun KLĒRONOMIA, which means “in specific Christian usage (corresponding to the LXX) (the possession of) salvation (as the inheritance of God’s children).”  It is also used in Eph 1:14, 18, 5:5 for our inheritance of escrow blessings for eternity, but that is not its use here.


a.  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”  The reward is our escrow blessings for time and eternity.  The inheritance is our eternal salvation.


b.  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”  The eternal inheritance mentioned here is also a reference to our eternal salvation.


c.  1 Pet 1:3-5, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, in an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”
“For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not],”
 is the negative adverb of time OUKETI, which means “no longer.”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “from the source of a promise.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of EIMI, meaning, “[it is].”
“[it is] no longer from the source of the promise.”
is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but” here; plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and proper noun ABRAAM, translated “to Abraham.”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA again meaning “the promise.”  The phrase is translated “by means of a promise.”
 is the third person singular perfect middle indicative from the verb CHARIZOMAI, which means “to give graciously; to show oneself to be gracious to someone.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which is used when special attention is directed to the results of the action to intensify an existing fact.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress upon God as the one performing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and the reality that God is gracious to men.

is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ who made the promise to Abraham.

“But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.”
Gal 3:18 corrected translation
“For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not], [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.”
Explanation:
1.  Now Paul gives another explanation, which includes another logical conclusion to his argument.


a.  Eternal salvation or the inheritance of eternal life does not come through keeping the Mosaic Law.


b.  However, if eternal life came through keeping the Mosaic Law (but it does not), then receiving that eternal life is no longer based upon a promise of God.


c.  However, Paul says that God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham, because God gave eternal life to Abraham based upon a promise.

2.  God’s promise of eternal life to Abraham and to anyone who has the same faith in Christ, which Abraham had, is stated many times in Scripture.


a.  Jn 3:15-16, “so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

b.  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

c.  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

d.  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

e.  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”

f.  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”

g.  Tit 1:2, “in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,”

h.  1 Jn 2:25, “This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”
3.  The reception of eternal life has always been based upon the promise of God and never on our ability to keep the Mosaic Law, be good persons, do the moral or right thing, live a “holy” life, etc.


a.  The ability of mankind to receive eternal life from God is based completely and totally upon what God does for man.



(1)  God the Father makes a promise that anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ has eternal life.



(2)  God the Son reiterates and confirms this promise.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit reveals this promise to the mind of the unbeliever, so that the unbeliever can understand the truth and reality of the promise.  This is why we don’t have to beg anyone to believe in Christ.  This is why we don’t have to emotionally coerce anyone to believe in Christ.  This is why we don’t have to logically prove to anyone the correctness of believing in Christ.  /We simply have to tell them the promise.  God does the rest.


b.  At the moment we tell someone else about the promise of eternal life, God the Holy Spirit goes into action, making our statements a reality in the mind of the person(s) to whom we are talking.


c.  If they believe what we say and simply acknowledge that belief to God the Father privately with their own thoughts, then at that very moment God the Holy Spirit takes their no-virtue, no-value, non-meritorious belief in the promise and makes it effective or good enough for Him (God the Holy Spirit) to create a human spirit in them and impute or give eternal life to that human spirit.  This is called regeneration or being born again spiritually.


d.  So receiving eternal life from God the Holy Spirit is based upon believing a promise of God, not upon being righteous first or living a holy life first or thereafter.


e.  Receiving eternal life from God depends upon believing a promise, with nothing added to it.  As soon as we add anything to believing God’s promise, we have automatically rejected God’s promise as the sole means of salvation.  We have added something to the promise, which nullifies and abrogates the promise.


f.  Salvation is based upon accepting God’s word of honor.  It is a matter of integrity and virtue on the part of God.  The issue is will God keep His word and save those who believe His promise or not.  Satan says, “That’s too easy.  God will never do that, don’t believe Him.  You must be holy and live holy to live with God.”
4.  So the Galatians faced the problem of the legalistic Christians who taught the doctrine of demons, that salvation was through keeping the Mosaic Law, which meant living a righteous and holy life (as they defined it) after you believed in Christ.  Paul argued totally against this line of reasoning.  He said that eternal life is based upon believing the promise of God, just as Abraham had done.

5.  The Mosaic Law was never based upon the grace of God, nor upon the promise of God.


a.  The Mosaic Law was given to the people of Israel and was the righteous requirement expected by the righteousness and justice of God for them to live as a chosen people and holy nation before God.  They were never able to keep these commandments.  Keeping these laws maintained their status as a priest nation or client nation to God, but in no way provided eternal salvation to them.


b.  The Mosaic Law was given to Jews who had already believed in Christ.  The unbelievers had already died in Egypt.  Only believers came out of Egypt in the Exodus, and God’s Law (not Moses’ Law) was given to the Jews three months after they left Egypt, Ex 19:1. (Chapter 19 is the consecration of the Jewish believers in preparation for the teaching of God’s Law, i.e., rebound, and chapter 20 begins the teaching of God’s Law.)


c.  Therefore, the issue Paul throws before the Galatians is – salvation through grace by believing a promise of God, or salvation through works by keeping the requirements the Jewish believers had to keep after their salvation and in order to live as a holy nation before God.


d.  So, to sum up what Paul is saying in a simple rhetorical question: Are we saved through faith in God’s promise of giving us eternal life because we believe in the person and work of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, or do we receive eternal life because we live the holy life expected of the exodus generation and every Jew thereafter?


e.  The same issue continues to plague Christianity today.  Are we saved through simple faith alone in Christ alone, or are we saved by faith in Christ plus living a holy and righteous spiritual life thereafter?  Grace oriented believers answer with the former.  Legalistic believers answer with the latter.


f.  The entire book of Galatians was written to answer this question, and Paul’s conclusion is we are saved by grace through faith in the promise of God and not by keeping the Law.

4
3

