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is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, translated “In fact.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, which means “the Law” and refers to the Mosaic Law.

is the strong objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition, which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Mosaic Law produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “by faith.”  This could also be an ablative of cause, which is translated “because of faith” or “as a result of faith.”  The meaning “In fact the Law is not by means of faith” is virtually the same as “In fact the Law is not as a result of faith.”  Both indicate that personal faith is not the main factor in the Mosaic Law, but rather keeping, practicing, doing, performing the commandments of the Law.

“In fact the Law is not by faith,”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”  It sets up a contrast between living the Christian life by means of faith and executing the Mosaic Law by means of works.

is the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb POIEW,


1.  Which means:



a.  to make, cause, effect, bring about, do, accomplish, perform, provide


b.  to create (of God)


c.  to produce, yield, bear, put forth


d.  to give, prepare, keep, celebrate (of feasts, etc.)


e.  to claim, pretend (to be somebody)


f.  to show (mercy, etc.)


g.  to work, be active


h.  to live, practice, act, do good, (act benevolently or kindly)


i.  to spend, stay (of time)


j.  to exercise (authority)


k.  to wage (war)


l.  to execute (judgment)


m.  to give (alms)


n.  to appoint (Mk 3.14; Heb 3.2)


o.  to consider, count (Acts 20.24)


p.  to pray (Lk 5.33)


q.  to please, satisfy (Mk 15.15)


r.  to redeem, set free (Lk 1.68)

2.  The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated “the one who.”

3.  The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


4.  The active voice indicates that anyone who performs, practices, or lives by the commandments of the Mosaic Law produces the action.


5.  The participle is circumstantial.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated “them” and referring to the requirements, ordinances, and commandments of the Mosaic Law.

is the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The future tense is a volitive or imperative future, in which the future tense is used instead of the imperative mood to express a command.  The word “must” can be used in the translation to bring out this sense.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress upon the subject as the one required to perform the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person plural personal pronoun, translated “by means of them.”
“but ‘The one who practices them [the requirements of the Mosaic Law] must live by means of them’.”
Gal 3:12 corrected translation
“In fact the Law is not by means of faith, but ‘The one who practices them [the requirements of the Mosaic Law] must live by means of them’.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul emphatically states that the Mosaic Law was not based on a system of faith, but on a system of living, practicing, performing, doing, and keeping the requirements of the Mosaic Law.


a.  Faith and works are mutually exclusive.  We can never mix the two.


b.  This is what fundamentalist Christianity tries to do.  It says that we are saved by faith in Christ, but if our lifestyle, our behavior pattern, our manner of living is not in accordance with certain acceptable practices of the Christian faith, then we were never really saved.


c.  Legalism teaches that salvation only really happened if our Christian conduct, after salvation, lives up to the standards of the Christian life.  These standards are defined in various ways and means, depending on historical patterns, certain traditions, and current moral trends in society.



(1)  For example, we are not a Christian if we smoke, drink, get drunk, chase women, fornicate, commit murder, or commit adultery.



(2)  We are not a Christian if we swear, dance, get angry, hate others, etc.



(3)  We are not a Christian if we don’t tithe, pray, take communion, or attend church regularly.


d.  All these things have nothing to do with not being a Christian.  Christians do all these things and sometimes they don’t do these things.  The same is true for unbelievers.

2.  The Christian way of life is a system of thinking based upon faith-perception.


a.  We learn about Christ and we have faith in Him or believe in Him.


b.  We learn about the word of God and we have faith in it or believe in it.


c.  Faith is a system of thinking, a system of belief.


d.  Faith is not something we do; it is something we think.


e.  What we think results in certain actions in life.  But our actions do not always reflect what we believe, compare Rom 7:11-25.


f.  What we believe determines who and what we are, and generally what we believe is manifest in our life.  However, because we all have a fully functioning old sin nature, sometimes our actions contradict what we believe.  This does not change what we believe, nor does it nullify what we believe.  We believe judging is wrong, and yet judge others.  We still believe it is wrong even though we are doing that with which we disagree.  We have the correct belief system; we just cannot live up to it.

3.  The Mosaic Law is a system of living based upon doing certain things on a consistent, habitual, repetitive manner.  It is a system of doing and not doing certain things, performing or not performing certain actions.


a.  The Law requires observing all its holy days without fail.


b.  The Law requires observing the year of Jubilee without fail.


c.  The Law requires offering all the required sacrifices every time they are necessary without fail.


d.  The Law requires observing all the dietary and sanitary functions demanded by it.


e.  No person was ever able to keep the Mosaic Law, not even Moses.


f.  The purpose of the Law was to show the person that they could not live up to its righteous requirements and therefore needed a Savior above and beyond the Mosaic Law.


g.  The Law showed the need for a personal savior in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ because the individual Jew could not keep all the requirements of the Law.

4.  Therefore, Paul quotes from Lev 18:5 in this verse to prove his point.


a.  Lev 18:5, “So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the Lord.”

b.  The same concept was also taught by Paul in Rom 10:5-10.

10:5  You see, Moses wrote [Lev 18:5] about the righteousness which is by means of the Law, “The man who does it shall live by it.”
10:6  But the righteousness which is by means of faith communicates in this manner, “Do not think in your right lobe, ‘Who shall ascend into heaven?’ [the implication] this implies, to bring Christ down [from heaven],

10:7  or ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss [Hades]?’ this is the implication, to bring Christ up from the dead.”
10:8  But what does it [faith-rest] say, “The message [salvation through faith in Christ] is near you [closer than the Law] in your mouth and in your right lobe.”  That is, the message of faith which we proclaim,
10:9  namely, if you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

10:10  For by means of the right lobe, mankind believes, resulting in imputed righteousness, and by means of the mouth, mankind makes a statement to God resulting in salvation.

c.  Therefore the logical conclusion to which Paul is heading is that we are either saved by faith in Christ or by keeping the Mosaic Law.  Since no one has ever been able to keep the Law, then it is obvious that no one is saved by it.  Since Abraham was saved by faith prior to the existence of the Law, then the same system of salvation that Abraham used must still be available today and it is – salvation through faith alone in Christ alone, totally apart from any works.
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