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is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from masculine plural the article and adjective PAREISAKTOS (this is the only use of this word in Scripture), which means “secretly brought in, smuggled in, sneaked in of Judaizers who, as Paul felt, had come into Gentile Christian congregations in a dishonorable fashion, in order to spy on them,” and the noun PSEUDADELPHOS (which is also used in 2 Cor 11:26), which means “false brethren.”  The phrase means “But because of the secretly brought in false brethren.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “who, anyone, or someone, such ones.”  This refers back to the secretly brought in false brethren just mentioned. The emphasis is on the quality of this kind of person, here a bad quality.
is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PAREISERCHOMAI, which is only used twice in the New Testament:

1. slip in, come in as a side issue, of the law, which has no primary place in the Divine Plan, Rom 5:20. 

2. slip in with unworthy motives, sneak in of the Judaizing false brethren, Gal 2:4.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the action of the legalists into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the false brethren produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb KATASKOPEW, which means “to spy out, lie in wait for something.”  This is the only use of this word in the New Testament.  Here it means to spy upon someone.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist which states a past fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic Christians produced this action.


The infinitive is an adverbial infinitive of purpose, which indicates the purpose of the action of the main verb, PAREISERCHOMAI, just mentioned.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “freedom, liberty” plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“But because of the secretly brought in false brethren, such ones who snuck in to spy upon our freedom”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the noun ELEUTHERIA, “freedom, liberty.”
 is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: we have.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth, an axiom.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact that we have something.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in the sphere of Christ Jesus.”  This is a reference to positional truth, being in union with Christ.  This could also be the instrumental of cause, in which case it would mean “because of Christ Jesus,” which is also correct doctrinally, since our Lord redeems us from slavery to the old sin nature as our Redeemer.

is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce purpose and rarely result clauses, and is translated “in order that” or “so that” or “with the result that.”  Here it introduces a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”
 is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”
 is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KATADOULOW, which means to “enslave, reduce to slavery” and is used figuratively in the Bible.  It is also found in 2 Cor 11:20.


The future tense is a gnomic future, which describes a statement of fact, or performance that may be rightfully expected under normal conditions.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic Christians tried to produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“which we have in Christ Jesus, in order that they might enslave us.”
Gal 2:4 corrected translation
“But because of the secretly brought in false brethren, such ones who snuck in to spy upon our freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, in order that they might enslave us.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul gives us several characteristics of these false brethren.


a.  They were believers.



(1)  Not all “Christians” are truly Christians.



(2)  There are many people who say they believe in Jesus Christ or follow the teachings of Christ or call themselves Christians, who have never believed in Christ, do not desire to know anything about Christ, and have never understood anything about our Lord and His so great salvation.



(3)  But Paul’s opponents here, were truly and definitely believers.  However, they never caught on to the Christian way of life.  They never understood the spiritual life.  They never understood the grace policy of God in dealing with mankind.



(4)  Paul calls them “false brethren,” which is a descriptive term for believers who reject the teachings of the word of God.  They are described thoroughly in the New Testament.




(a)  Their message is given in Acts 15:1. “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’”



(b)  The leaders of the Jerusalem church stated that they gave no permission for these false brethren to go to other churches and teach what they were teaching.  Acts 15:24, “Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls.”



(c)  These false brethren put on a facade on being holy, righteous, God-fearing people, which is nothing more than a hypocritical front.  2 Cor 11:13-15, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.”



(d)  False brethren resort to violence when they do not achieve what they want, and so become a danger to true believers. 2 Cor 11:26, “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren.”



(e)  False brethren distort the truth, distort the gospel, and distort the teaching of the word of God.  Gal 1:7, “which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”



(f)  These false brethren are described by both Peter and Jude.  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”


(5)  They have a phony, hypocritical facade.  They are bleeding heart do-gooders, who “love” everyone, being all things to all men apart from any standards based on Bible doctrine, Mt 7:15.



(6)  They seek to stimulate your ego, Rom 16:18.



(7)  They use human public relations systems, flirtation, and activism to court believers, Gal 4:17-18; 2 Tim 3:5-7.



(8)  They promote legalism as a system of pseudo-spirituality, 1 Tim 1:7-8.


 
(9)  They possess a false spirit, 1 Jn 4:1-3.  They are inspirational but do not function by the power of the Holy Spirit.


b.  Since they had no permission to go out from the Jerusalem Church to other churches, these false brethren decided on their own to sneak into other churches and start teaching false doctrine.  Jude 1:4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

c.  These false brethren taught a system of doctrine that resulted in slavery to ritual and ceremony without any reality in the soul.



(1)  Rom 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”


(2)  We are commanded to continue in the freedom of the spiritual life which our Lord has provided for us and not turn back to a system of slavery to ritual and overt ceremony without reality inside our souls.  Gal 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”


(3)  Our spiritual freedom is not a license to do anything we want and indulge the lust pattern of the sin nature.  Gal 5:13, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”


(4)  We have a system of spiritual freedom, contained in the written doctrines of the New Testament Scripture, which is called “the perfect law of liberty.”  It is described in Jam 1:25, “But the one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”
2.  Principles of Spiritual Freedom.


a.  Knowledge of doctrine frees the believer from slavery to the sin nature, permitting him to accurately live the Christian way of life, Jn 8:32.  Doctrine frees us to have a relationship with God in time.


b.  Jesus Christ provided us with spiritual freedom to serve God and advance to spiritual maturity, Gal 3:13, 5:1.


c.  Our spiritual freedom is called “a glorious freedom” in Rom 8:21.


d.  Spiritual freedom is related to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 2 Cor 3:17, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is [spiritual] freedom.”

e.  The “word of God” is called the law of liberty because it defines the believer’s freedom to glorify God through Bible doctrine, Jam 1:25, 2:12.


f.  As the Mosaic Law provided human freedom in the Age of Israel, so today the Holy Spirit provides spiritual freedom in the Church Age, 2 Cor 3:17; Rom 8:2-4.


g.  Eternal liberty belongs to the children of God, Rom 8:21.  Our eternal freedom is related to the doctrine of redemption, Isa 61:1, Lk 4:18-20.


h.  Experiential sanctification provides daily freedom to serve God, Rom 6:16-20; while positional sanctification provides freedom from slavery to the old sin nature, Rom 6:7.  If we’re going to serve God, we must have freedom from the sin nature, even though the sin nature is still in us.


i.  Bible doctrine provides freedom from soul slavery, Jn 8:30-36.


j.  Therefore, liberty is the mode of thinking of Christianity, Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 2:16.


k.  Legalism seeks to enslave the believer and destroy that liberty, Gal 2:4.  This is why false teachers, though in slavery themselves, promise freedom to their victims, 2 Pet 2:19.
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