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is the strong negative adverb OUK, which means “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ATHETEW, which means “to reject, refuse, ignore; make invalid, set aside; break (1 Tim 5:12).”  Here it means, “to reject or ignore.”

The present tense is a descriptive present in which Paul represents what is now going on in his spiritual life.  This may also be a durative present for that which has begun in the past since Paul’s salvation and continues up to this present moment.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of not rejecting or ignoring the grace of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “the grace.”  Grace is not an attribute of God, but the expression of the love of God.  What the righteousness of God demands, the justice of God executes through the love of God as expressed by the grace of God.

 - is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God.”  The article points to someone well known to the readers or hearers.  God here refers to all three members of the Trinity.

“I am not rejecting [ignoring] the grace of God.”
is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, which means “For” and introduces an explanation of what has just been said.  With this we have the second class conditional particle EI, meaning “if, and it’s not true.”
is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “though the Law” or “by means of the Law.”  NOMOS here is a reference to keeping the commandments and ordinances of the Mosaic Law as the means of personal salvation rather than trusting in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.

 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “righteousness” and refers to the characteristic or attribute of God which is given to the person who believes in Christ at the moment of salvation and qualifies that person to have a relationship with God.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of either the verb EIMI, meaning “is,” or the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”
“For if righteousness [is] through the Law [but it is not],”
 - is the inferential particle ARA, which means “consequently, therefore, then.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
 - is the adverb DWREAN, which means “without cost, as a free gift; for nothing, needlessly; without cause, for no reason.”
 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple statement of fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Christ produced the action of the verb of dying needlessly if these conditions are true.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact under this hypothetical case.

“then Christ died needlessly.”
Gal 2:21 corrected translation
“I am not rejecting [ignoring] the grace of God.  For if righteousness is through the Law [but it is not], then Christ died needlessly.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul states the principle and then the logical result of the legalist’s false gospel.


a.  The Jewish legalist and the Christian moralist ignore and reject the grace of God.


b.  Paul has set himself up as directly opposed to them.


c.  This forces the Galatians to make a choice between the teaching of the Judaizers and the teaching of Paul.


d.  The grace of God is the ultimate principle in all matters in the Church Age, because this dispensation is the dispensation of grace.


e.  It is impossible to fulfill the spiritual life of the Church Age and ignore or reject the grace of God, because the spiritual life is based completely upon grace.



(1)  We were born because of the grace of God.



(2)  We live by grace, even as an unbeliever, because God keeps us alive long enough to have the opportunity to believe in Christ.



(3)  We are saved by grace.



(4)  We live the spiritual life by grace, which is Paul’s point here.



(5)  We die by grace because God picks the time, manner, and place of our death.


f.  Generally, over his entire spiritual life, Paul did not ignore or reject the grace of God.  He was so grace oriented, he was called the apostle of grace.



(1)  Acts 20:24, “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.”


(2)  1 Cor 15:10, “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”
2.  A parallel passage is found in Rom 11:5-6. “In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice.  But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.”  Just as in our passage, this passage completely excludes human works from having anything to do with grace.  Grace and works always have been, still are, and always will be mutually exclusive.

3.  Paul concludes his entire argument on this subject with the statement that if the righteousness of God is obtained by mankind through keeping the Mosaic Law, then there was absolutely no need for Christ to go to the Cross and suffer the judgment of our sins as a substitute for us.


a.  This means that salvation would not be available to everyone because not everyone would be able to keep the Mosaic Law – for example morons and little children.


b.  The legalist would counter and argue that these people would be automatically saved because their volition is not involved.  But this does not deal with the issue of the personal sins they commit, nor with the imputation of Adam’s original sin, nor with the genetically formed sin nature.


c.  The work of Christ on the Cross requires a complete and accurate understanding of the barrier of sin between God and man and all that our Lord did to tear down that barrier.

d.  The Mosaic Law could not provide unlimited atonement.


e.  The Mosaic Law could not provide substitutionary atonement.


f.  The Mosaic Law could not provide the imputed righteousness of God.


g.  The Mosaic Law could not provide eternal life.


h.  Therefore, the Mosaic Law could not save anyone.  This is why the Bible says, “By the Law no flesh shall be justified.”


(1)  Rom 3:20, “because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”


(2)  Gal 2:16, “Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”

i.  So if the Law could save, which it cannot, then why did God the Father bother sending His Son to the Cross to bear our sins?  This is one of the reasons why our Lord prayed the night before the Cross, “If it be Your will, take this cup from Me.  Yet not My will, but Your will be done.”  Our Lord said this so that we would know that there was no other possible solution to the problem of man’s sinfulness than His atonement of the righteousness of God as a substitutionary sacrifice for us.  It was the grace of God all the way, and grace can never be rejected or ignored without the gravest of consequences.
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