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

This verse begins with an ellipsis.  Paul leaves out the verb “to ask.”  It should begin “[They asked].”
is neuter adjective MONOS, used as an adverb, translated “only” or “alone.”  It limits the action or state to the thing, when used with verbs and when used with a noun or pronoun it separates one person or thing from others.

 is the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun PTWCHOS, which means “those who are dependent on others for support” and came to be used for “the poor in general.”  Examples in the NT include:


Mk 12:42, “And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.”

Mt 26:11, “For the poor you have with you always; but you do not always have Me.”

Lk 14:13-14, “But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used normally to introduce purpose and result clauses.  But it is also used with the subjunctive mood as a periphrasis for the imperative mood.   At times, contrary to regular usage, HINA is placed elsewhere than at the beginning of its clause, in order to emphasize the words that come before it.

 is the first person plural present active subjunctive first person plural from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “to remember.”

The present tense is a durative present for a condition or state which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul had already been taking up collections for the poor in the past and would continue doing so.


The subjunctive mood used with HINA was a Hellenistic idiom for the imperative mood.  Here we have an imperative of entreaty, which softens the force of the imperative mood to that of a request.  The meaning can be expressed by using the word “please” in the translation.

“[They asked] only, ‘Please remember the poor,’
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, which means “which” and refers back to the only thing which the leaders of the Jerusalem church asked Paul to do.

 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, which means “in fact.”
 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to be zealous or eager, take pains, make every effort” with the infinitive following.


The first person singular refers to Paul.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers into a single whole Paul’s attitude and actions in the past and regards them from the viewpoint of their existing results – Paul continues now to be as eager as in the past to make every effort to take up collections for the poor believers in Jerusalem who are being persecuted.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS which is used as an adjective and directs attention to a certain person or thing to the exclusion of the others, so that AUTOS can almost take on a demonstrative sense.  In this sense here it means “very.”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this thing.”  This is a reference to taking up a collection for the poor.

 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple statement of fact in the past.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive functions as the direct object of the verb.  This is also called the complementary infinitive, which occurs with certain verbs which cannot take a direct object as such but require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

“which in fact this very thing I have made every effort to do.”
Gal 2:10 corrected translation
“[They asked] only, ‘Please remember the poor,’ which in fact this very thing I have made every effort to do.”
Explanation:
1.  Is this really all they asked Paul to do?


a.  Acts 15:5-31 gives us the full account.



(1)  Acts 15:5, “But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’”  Here we see the source of the real trouble in the Jerusalem church.  The legalistic believers were former Pharisees, who just could not part with the Mosaic Law.  They were the ones who went to Galatia to trouble the believers there.  They were probably former friends of Paul who knew him well and may have used their former friendship as the means of gaining a hearing among the Galatians.



(2)  Acts 15:6-11, “The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.  After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, ‘Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.  And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.  Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?  But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.’”



(a)  Notice that the discussion or debate was among the apostles and pastor-teachers, not among the members of the congregation, and not between the congregation and the leaders of the church.




(b)  Notice that Peter took the leadership position and stated the correct doctrinal principle and made the correct application.  Notice that Peter stuck to the issue of salvation through faith alone and did not get into the area of the spiritual life of the Christian.  The issue was salvation, not fornication or idolatry.  Peter got it right!



(3)  Acts 15:12-21, “All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.  After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, ‘Brethren, listen to me.  Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name.  With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, “After these things I will return, and I will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, so that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by My name,” says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago.  Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.  For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath.’”



(a)  After Paul and Barnabas make their final arguments and points, James the leader of this council makes a final decision and recommendation.  James agrees that salvation is through faith alone in Christ, and that Gentiles can and should be saved, and that the former Pharisee/legalistic believers in the congregation ought to leave the Gentile believers alone.




(b)  In addition, in order not to offend the legalists and to form a compromise, James goes beyond the salvation issue into the spiritual life issue and says that there are certain things Gentiles must do to live the spiritual life of the Church Age:





i.  To stay away from things contaminated by idols (which is a reference to the food and drink offered to idols in the temples).  This injunction is found in Ex 34:15-17, “otherwise you might make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice, and you might take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters might play the harlot with their gods and cause your sons also to play the harlot with their gods.  You shall make for yourself no molten gods.”  This was a true issue for the spiritual life when understood in the light of the mature teaching of Paul found in 1 Corinthians.  By itself, what James says appears to be nothing more than a legalistic standard imposed on the Gentile believers for no purpose other than to placate the legalists in his congregation.  However, when taken in the light of Paul’s full teaching on the subject, it may very well be that James just gave the Reader’s Digest version of what Paul, Barnabas, and Silas would teach the Gentile believers.  The full mature teaching on the subject is found in the following passages:

1 Cor 8:7, “However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.”
1 Cor 8:13, “Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.”
1 Cor 10:7-8, “Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.’  Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day.”
1 Cor 10:14 “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

1 Cor 10:15 “I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.

1 Cor 10:16 “Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

1 Cor 10:17 “Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

1 Cor 10:18 “Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?

1 Cor 10:19 “What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?

1 Cor 10:20 “No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.

1 Cor 10:21 “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

1 Cor 10:22 “Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?

1 Cor 10:23 “All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.

1 Cor 10:24 “Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.

1 Cor 10:25 “Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for conscience’ sake;

1 Cor 10:26 “for the earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains.

1 Cor 10:27 “If one of the unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set before you without asking questions for conscience’ sake.

1 Cor 10:28 “But if anyone says to you, ‘This is meat sacrificed to idols,’ do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’ sake;”




ii.  To abstain from fornication.  The fornication here is a reference to the fornication specifically connected with the worship of idols as seen in the previous 1 Corinthian passages.  This same problem is mentioned in Rev 2:14. “But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.”  Certainly fornication is wrong no matter what, but here it is related specifically to the acts of fornication related to the worship of demons through idolatry as a part of the pagan religions of the Greeks.





iii.  To abstain from what is strangled.  This is a reference to eating animal meat that had been killed through strangulation as an offering to the pagan idols as a part of demon worship.





iv.  To abstain from blood.  This is a reference to eating animal blood, which was also connected with idolatry.

Gen 9:4, “Only you shall not eat flesh with its life; that is, its blood.”
Lev 3:17, “It is a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings: you shall not eat any fat or any blood.”
Lev 7:26, “You are not to eat any blood, either of bird or animal, in any of your dwellings.”
Lev 17:10, “And any man from the house of Israel, or from the aliens who sojourn among them, who eats any blood, I will set My face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people.”
Lev 17:14, “For as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its life. Therefore I said to the sons of Israel, ‘You are not to eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood; whoever eats it shall be cut off.’”
Lev 19:26, “You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor practice divination or soothsaying.”
Dt 12:16, “Only you shall not eat the blood; you are to pour it out on the ground like water.”
Dt 12:23, “Only be sure not to eat the blood, for the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh.”
Dt 15:23, “Only you shall not eat its blood; you are to pour it out on the ground like water.”



(c)  So in summary, James’ conclusion is that the Gentiles are saved through faith in Christ and should abstain from having anything to do with idolatry, which is perfectly consistent with the teaching of the rest of the New Testament.  This is why there was no objection from Paul or Barnabas and why the issue was clearly settled.



(4)  The conclusion is then summarized in Acts 15:22-31.

Acts 15:22, “Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,

Acts 15:23, “and they sent this letter by them, ‘The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.

Acts 15:24, ‘Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls,

Acts 15:25, ‘it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

Acts 15:26 ‘men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 15:27, ‘Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of mouth 

Acts 15:28, ‘For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials:

Acts 15:29, ‘that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.’
Acts 15:30, “So when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter.

Acts 15:31, “When they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.”
2.  This request to “Remember the poor” is not stated elsewhere in the New Testament, but the results of it are mentioned in several passages.  The fact that Paul was already in the habit of taking up collections for the persecuted and poor believers in Jerusalem can be seen in:


a.  Acts 11:27-30, “Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius.  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea.  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.”

b.  1 Cor 16:1-3, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.  On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.  When I arrive, whomever you may approve, I will send them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem.”

c.  Rom 15:25-27, “but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints.  For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.  Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things.”

d.  2 Cor 8:1-4, “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints.”
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