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

 is the adverb of time EPEITA, which means “Then.”  It was also used this way in Gal 1:18.

is the preposition DIA plus the genitive of time to denote an interval of time from the neuter plural adjective DEKATESSARES, which is the cardinal number “fourteen.”  With this we have the genitive of time from the neuter plural noun ETOS, which means “years.”  The prepositional phrase is translated “after fourteen years.”
“Then after fourteen years,”
is the temporal adverb PALIN, which means “again, once more,” to repeat something you have done before.

 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go up.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Paul’s trip to Jerusalem fourteen years later and states it as a fact in the past.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the proper name IEROSOLUMA, which we transliterate “to Jerusalem.”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine singular proper name BARNABAS, which means “with Barnabas.”

Barnabas was a Levite from Cyprus, whose real name was Joseph, Acts 4:36, where his name is translated “son of consolation.”

He was associated with Paul until the strife described in Acts 15:36-40; cf. Gal 2:13.


He is also mentioned in Col 4:10; Acts 9:27; 11:22, 30; 12:25; chapters 13-15; 1 Cor 9:6; Gal 2:9.

is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb SUMPARALAMBANW, which means “take along (with oneself) someone” Acts 12:25; 15:37f; Gal 2:1.


The nominative masculine singular indicates that Paul, the subject, is the one producing the action.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a fact that occurred in the past.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial adding an additional thought to the action and circumstances of the main verb.

is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun TITOS, meaning “Titus.”

Titus is a friend and helper of Paul, mentioned in the NT only in Paul’s letters.


As a Gentile Christian he accompanied Paul to the council at Jerusalem; Paul did not have him circumcised, though the Judaizers demanded that he do so, Gal 2:1, 3.


Later he affected reconciliation between Paul and the Corinthian church when the latter seemed lost to the apostle, and he arranged for the collection for the poor.  Compare 2 Cor 2:13; 7:6, 13f; 8:6, 16, 23; 12:18.


2 Tim 4:10 mentions a journey of Titus to Dalmatia.


According to Tit 1:4 the apostle left him behind in Crete to organize the churches there (cf. verse 5).

“I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, also taking along Titus.”
Gal 2:1 corrected translation
“Then after fourteen years, I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, also taking along Titus.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s visits to Jerusalem after his conversion.


a.  Paul’s conversion occurred in approximately 35 AD and he says in Gal 1:15-24 that he did not go up to Jerusalem immediately but spent his first three years in Arabia,  “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.  Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.  (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.  I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ; but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.’  And they were glorifying God because of me.”

b.  The first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion was about 38 AD. Acts 9:26-28 (cf. above Gal 1:18, “Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”), “When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord.”

c.  The second visit of Paul to Jerusalem around 45 AD (at which time Paul could have obtained a copy of the letter of James and Matthew’s gospel) is mentioned in Acts 11:19-30 and was to bring money for the famine relief of the believers in Judea. “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.  Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of doctrine. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius.  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea.  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.”  Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.”

d.  Paul’s third visit was in 50 AD for the Jerusalem council, which decided whether or not the Gentiles had to observe the Mosaic Law in order to be saved. Acts 15:1-6, “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’  And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.  Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.  When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them.  But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’  The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.”  This must be compared with Gal 2:1-10. “Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.  It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel, which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.  But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty, which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.  But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality) well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.  But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised  (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  They only asked us to remember the poor the very thing I also was eager to do.”

e.  Paul’s fourth visit to Jerusalem in 54 AD is mentioned in Acts 18:22-23. “When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and went down to Antioch.  And having spent some time there, he left and passed successively through the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.”  It was during this time that Peter first came to Antioch and was opposed by Paul for his hypocrisy mentioned in Gal 2:11-14. “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, ‘If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?’”

f.  Paul’s last visit was when he was told by God the Holy Spirit not to go and went anyway in 58 AD. Acts 21:17-22, “After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.  And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.  After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.  And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, ‘You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs.  What, then, is to be done?  They will certainly hear that you have come.’”
2.  Who was Barnabas?


a.  Barnabas was a Jew of the tribe of Levi who gave his possessions to be owned in common with other disciples. Acts 4:36-37, “Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means ‘one who exhorts’), and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”  He came from a Jewish-Cypriot priestly family.  The Jerusalemite John Mark was his cousin (Col 4:10), and he himself an early member of the Jerusalem church, selling his property (in Cyprus?) for the common good (Acts 4:36ff.).  Clement of Alexandria calls him one of the Seventy (a member of the Sanhedrin).


b.  He had the courage to seize Paul when Paul first returned to Jerusalem to meet the apostles, who were still afraid of him, and take him to Peter and introduce him.  Acts 9:27, “But Barnabas took hold of him [Paul] and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”

c.  After Paul’s life had been threatened in both Damascus and Jerusalem, Paul is sent back to his home town of Tarsus.  But when a lot of Gentiles begin believing in Christ around Antioch, Barnabas is sent there by the Jerusalem church to check things out.  He goes a step further and gets Paul involved as well.  Barnabas goes to Tarsus to find Paul, brings him to Antioch, Acts 11:25-27, and accompanies Paul to Jerusalem, Acts 11:30.

Acts 11:19-30, “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.   Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good man [which Luke now defines by the dual description which follows], both full of the Holy Spirit and of doctrine [the two power options of the spiritual life!].  And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius.  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea.  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.”

d.  Instead of staying at home in Jerusalem, Barnabas sees the need to push the gospel farther into the Roman Empire and returns with Paul to Antioch. Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.”

e.  He is called a prophet in Acts 13:1, meaning that he had the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy.  He is also called an apostle in Acts 14:14, which means he had the authority of an apostle but not the spiritual gift, which was true for a number of men prior to the completion of the Canon.  Barnabas had the authority of an ‘apostle’ in his role of establishing Christian ‘colonies’.  The Greek governor of a Greek colony was called an ‘apostle’, just as the military commander of an army-navy task force was called an ‘apostle’.

f.  He is selected by God the Holy Spirit to be a part of the first missionary journey of the Church Age along with the missionary to the Gentiles, Paul, in Acts 13:2. “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them,’”  And, they were heard by a very high official of the Empire. Acts 13:7, “who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. This man summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.”

g.  The success of the first missionary journey is described in Acts 13:42-43,46, “As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that these things might be spoken to them the next Sabbath.  Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the God-fearing proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue in the grace of God.  ...Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, ‘It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.’”

h.  Barnabas shared in the persecutions of Paul. Acts 13:50, “But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.”

i.  The fact that Paul became the leader of the two is mentioned in Acts 14:12, “And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.”

j.  Barnabas was a witness of the stoning of Paul at Lystra. Acts 14:20, “But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.”

k.  Barnabas was as much against the legalistic Judaizers from Jerusalem as Paul was. Acts 15:2, “And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.”  Acts 15:12, “All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.”

l.  The apostles in Jerusalem supported the new Gentile church at Antioch under the leadership of Paul and Barnabas. Acts 15:22, “Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,” and Acts 15:25-26, “it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and Acts 15:35, “But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching with many others also, the word of the Lord.”  Cf. also Gal 2:9, “and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”

m.  Paul and Barnabas split up over the controversy about Barnabas’ cousin John Mark (cf. Col 4:10. “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’ cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);”), who later was instrumental to Paul and to Peter and was the author of the gospel of Mark. Acts 15:36-39, “After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’  Barnabas wanted to take John, called Mark, along with them also.  ...And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.”

n.  By the time Paul wrote 1 Corinthians (57 AD), he had repaired his disagreement with Barnabas and mentions him in a favorable light. 1 Cor 9:6, “Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working?”

o.  Barnabas got carried along with Peter into the legalistic hypocrisy of the Judaizers from the Jerusalem church who came to Antioch. Gal 2:13, “The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.”

p.  On at least four occasions his spiritual insight, and the apparently universal respect for him, had momentous results.



(1)  When the converted Saul arrived in Jerusalem only to discover that the Christians thought him a spy, it was Barnabas who introduced him to the ‘pillar’ apostles and convinced them of his conversion and sincerity (Acts 9:27; cf. Gal 1:18).



(2)  It was Barnabas who represented the apostles at Antioch when, for the first time, Gentiles had been evangelized in significant numbers, and where fellow-Cypriots had been prominent (Acts 11:19ff.).  He saw the movement as a work of God—and as a fitting sphere for the forgotten Saul, whom he brought to share his labors.  On their visiting Jerusalem with famine-relief, their call to Gentile missionary work was recognized (Gal 2:9).  But Barnabas was not the man to withstand Peter to his face when he succumbed to Judaizing pressure.



(3)  Barnabas’ third great contribution showed him committed to full acceptance of Gentiles on faith in Christ (cf. Acts 13:46).  The journey with Paul (Acts 13-14), beginning in his own Cyprus, resulted in a chain of predominantly Gentile churches far into Asia Minor and a surging Jewish opposition.  For the church and for Barnabas it was a milestone.  Prior to this missionary journey, he had been the leader, Paul his protégé.  Luke’s consistent order up to the departure from Cyprus is ‘Barnabas and Saul’.  Thereafter he usually says, ‘Paul and Barnabas’. (Acts 13:43, 46, 50; 15:2, twice, 22, 35. The order in 14:14 is probably due to the order of the deities.)



(4)  But Barnabas had another crucial task.  Back at Antioch, the circumcision question became so acute that he and Paul were appointed to bring the matter before the Jerusalem Council.  Their policy was triumphantly vindicated (Acts 15:1-29).  Significantly, Barnabas stands before Paul both in the account of the proceedings (verse 12) and in the Council’s letter verse 25, contrast (22); probably the words of the original apostolic representative in Antioch carried greater weight with many in the Council.  Barnabas insisted on including Mark, who had previously deserted them, on a proposed second journey.  Paul refused, and the itinerary was divided, Barnabas taking Cyprus (Acts 15:36-40).  Paul’s later testimonies to Mark (e.g. 2 Tim. 4:11) may mean that the latter greatly profited from working under his cousin.


q.  His name was attached at an early date to an anonymous letter of Alexandrian origin, but there is nothing else to connect it with him. The Epistle to the Hebrews has often been ascribed to him, at least from Tertullian’s time.  The Gospel of Barnabas is a medieval work in Muslim interest.

3.  Who was Titus?

 
a.  Although not mentioned in Acts, Titus was one of Paul’s companions in whom he placed a considerable amount of trust.


b.  We first hear of him at the time of the Gentile controversy when he accompanied Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem (Gal 2:1).  He provided a test case, since he was a Gentile, but he was apparently not compelled to be circumcised (Gal 2:3).  Some Jewish Christians insisted that Titus be circumcised, but Paul, doubtless aware of the precedent this would set, refused to comply.


c.  Titus probably accompanied Paul on his subsequent journeys, but no definite information of his work is available until the time of the Corinthian crisis.  He had evidently been acting as Paul’s representative at Corinth during the year preceding the writing of 2 Cor (cf. 8:16) with a special commission to organize the collection scheme there.  The task was unfinished, for Titus is later urged by Paul to return to Corinth to see its completion (2 Cor 8:6).


d.  A more delicate task was the smoothing over of the tense situation, which had arisen between Paul and the Corinthians, a task which clearly demanded a man of great tact and force of character.  He appears to have been a stronger personality than Timothy (cf. 1 Cor 16:10; 2 Cor 7:15) and possessed ability as an administrator.


e.  A comparison of 2 Cor 2 and 7 suggests that he carried a letter from Paul to the Corinthians which has since been lost (the ‘severe letter’) and in which the apostle took them to task with much anguish of heart for their high-handed attitude.  Possibly Titus was the bearer of 1 Corinthians for, in 2 Cor 8:6, Paul notes that Titus is resuming work he began at Corinth, namely the collection for Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (cf. 1 Cor 16:1-4; 16:10 suggests that Timothy was not the bearer of this letter).  With greater probability, it was Titus who delivered to the Corinthians another letter, the so-called ‘severe’ or ‘tearful letter’ (cf. 2 Cor 2:3-9).  Personal attacks against Paul threatened the loss of his leadership in Corinth, but Paul, wishing to avoid ‘another painful visit’ (2 Cor 2:1), placed his fate in the hands of Titus.   Paul would travel from Ephesus to Macedonia; Titus would report to him the situation in Corinth as soon as possible (2 Cor 2:13; 7:5-16). The failure of Titus to meet him at Troas troubled Paul greatly, but a reunion in Macedonia greatly relieved the apostle.  Titus eventually rejoined Paul in Macedonia (2 Cor 7:6) with good news, and as a result 2 Cor was written and was willingly carried by Titus (2 Cor 8:16f.), who seems to have possessed a particular affection and serious concern for the Corinthians.  Taking advantage of the improved situation, Paul sent Titus back to Corinth.  Perhaps not wishing to detract from the crucial role of Titus in the collection, Paul refers to two unnamed companions (2 Cor 8:6, 16-24).  Later in the same Letter, Paul expresses his confidence that Titus will take no advantage of the Corinthians—that like Paul, he has their best interests at heart (2 Cor 12:17-18).  He is described by the apostle as his ‘partner and fellow worker’ (8:23), who would not think of taking advantage of those entrusted to his care (12:18).


f.  From the Epistle addressed to him it may be surmised that Titus accompanied Paul to Crete after Paul’s release from the Roman imprisonment and was left there to consolidate the work (Tit 1:5f).  The letter urges the use of authority in establishing a worthy ministry, in overcoming opposition, and in the teaching of sound doctrine.  He was summoned to rejoin Paul at Nicopolis when relieved by either Artemas or Tychicus (Tit 3:12), and may possibly have been further commissioned at Nicopolis for an evangelistic mission to Dalmatia on which he was engaged at the time when Paul wrote 2 Tim (2 Tim 4:10).


g.  Later tradition assumed his return to Crete and described him as bishop there until his old age (Eusebius).  Sir William Ramsay thought it possible that Titus was Luke’s brother (which might explain the absence of his name from Acts).
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