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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But.”  It introduces a contrast between the function and motives of the legalistic Judaizers just mentioned in the last verse and the true, absolute standard of the word of God.

 - is the ascensive (which means intensive, increasing in force) use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, translated “if” with the understanding that this may or may not occur.  It is normally found with the subjunctive mood in the verb.  The subjunctive mood is the mood of greater or lesser probability.

 - is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”
“But even if we”
 - is the coordinating conjunction Ē, translated “or” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun AGGELOS, which means “a messenger.”  We often transliterate it in Scripture as “angel,” but that is a transliteration and not a translation.

in the NT.
1.  The meaning “human messenger” has only a small role in the NT; being applied to the scouts sent by Joshua (Jam 2:25), the men sent to Jesus by John (Lk 7:24), those sent ahead by Jesus (Lk 9:52), and the Baptist as the messenger of the covenant sent by God (Mt 11:10).

2.  The main NT reference is to angels as divine messengers and heavenly representatives (Heb. 12:22; Acts 6:15; Gal. 4:14).


a.   As such, angels appeared to Abraham (Heb 12:2) and Moses (Acts 7:30) and mediated the law (Acts 7:53); perhaps this showed its inferiority (Gal 3:19).


b.  Since Jesus is God, it is natural that angels should accompany Him at high points in His life and ministry: His birth, temptation, passion, and resurrection (Lk 2:9ff.; Mk 1:13; Lk 22:43; Mt 28:2).  But the angels have no independent role, nor do they command interest for their own sakes.  Angels will also come with Christ when He returns as Judge (Lk 12:8-9; cf. 2 Thes 1:7).  In Revelation they figure prominently in the events of the end-time.  Thus the angels take a dynamic part in all the processes of salvation history, and show an interest in individual development within it (Lk 15:10).


c.  Similarly an angel accompanies the church of God in its mission, acting on the apostles’ behalf (Acts 5:19; 12:7ff.), showing them God’s will (8:26; 10:3ff.), and punishing their enemies (12:23).


d.  In the NT Christ is plainly not one of the angels but is superior to them (Mk 13:32; Heb 1:4ff.). The fact He was made lower than the angels merely emphasizes His true humanity  (Heb 2:7).  Paul does not glorify angels.  As an apostle he is not under orders from angels (Gal 1:8).  Even the tongues of angels are nothing without love (1 Cor 13:1).  As 1 Pet 1:12 puts it, angels long to look into the gospel; it was not for them but for us that Christ died (Heb 2:16).

3.  In Col 2:18 there is a strong condemnation of any cult of angels.  When angels are divorced from God, they must be reckoned among the hostile forces that threaten us (Rom 8:38), i.e., as demons.  Paul does not contest the reality of these but insists on their subjection to Christ (1 Cor 15:24).

4.  The idea of guardian angels is taken over from Judaism.  Acts 12:15 assumes a resemblance between the angel and the person.  In Mt 18:10 the angels remind us that children are important to God and should be to us.

 - is preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the noun OURANOS, which means “from heaven.”  This is a reference to the third heaven, the abode of God and all the elect angels.  Therefore, this is a reference to any message from any elect angel.  The word of angels does not have the authority of the word of God.  The word of apostles as men does not have the authority of the word of God.

 - is the third person singular present middle subjunctive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means in the middle voice “to proclaim a message, announce a message, or preach good news.”  This word eventually became a technical term for the proclamation of the gospel message during the years following the first century A.D. The best translation is the meaning “to proclaim a message.”

The present tense is a tendential present, which refers to an action, which is possible or contemplated for the sake of argument but not actually taking place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle laying stress on man or angels acting as agents, bringing a message or proclamation from someone else about something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  There is some disagreement among scholars as to whether or not this word is part of the original.  The word is found in most manuscripts and several of the best manuscripts but is missing from a few good ones as well.  The word is not necessary to the meaning of the sentence, the thought being complete with or without it.  One of the rules of textual criticism is the shorter text is usually the correct text, because the copyists had such a great tendency to add words to the text for explanation and clarification.  Therefore, this word is probably not a part of the original text.

“or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message”
 - his is the preposition PARA plus the accusative neuter singular of adversarial relationship (see Syntax of the New Testament Greek by James Brooks and Carlton Winbery, pg. 62) from the relative pronoun HOS, which means “contrary to which message.”
 - is the first person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means in the middle voice “to proclaim a message, announce a message, or preach good news.”  (See above.)


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers the entire evangelizing and teaching of Paul and his companions into a single whole but regards it from the viewpoint of its completed results – the gospel message has been proclaimed.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, laying stress on Paul and the other apostles and those evangelists working with Paul as God’s agents in proclaiming this message.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  There is no textual argument about this pronoun being here and its inclusion here probably prompted the copyists to include it as well after the verb above.

“contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you,”
 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun ANATHEMA, which means “something put under divine curse.”
Paul uses the term for the object of a curse.

Calling Jesus accursed is a self-contradiction for Christians in 1 Cor 12:3.


Handing over to God’s judicial wrath is the idea in 1 Cor 16:22 and Gal 1:8.


Paul’s readiness for this on behalf of his people (Rom 9:3) is a supreme instance of his devotion to the gospel and his race.

katathema, a rare word, is equivalent to anathema in Rev 22:3: There will not be “anything accursed” in the New Jerusalem as there was in the first Paradise (Gen 3:17ff.).

In Acts 23:14 the meaning is a vow or obligation whose breach brings under a curse.

The verbs anathematizo, katathematizo. “To bring under a divine curse,” “to curse.”

Those who plotted against Paul in Acts 23:12, 21 put themselves under a curse, or under God’s judgment, if they did not make every effort to fulfill their obligation.


Peter in Mk 14:71 puts himself under a curse if he is lying, or puts the people under a curse if they say that he is a disciple.

 - is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  The third person singular imperative is normally translated “Let him be.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used to express a universal truth, a maxim, a commonly accepted fact, a state or condition, which perpetually exists.  Here it expresses the latter.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of disciplining any person, believer or unbeliever, who attempts to alter or distort or change the original message of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, i.e. that salvation is through faith alone in Him and totally apart from any human works, effort, good deeds, or keeping the Mosaic Law or its rituals.


The imperative mood is a command.
“let him be under a divine curse.”
Gal 1:8 corrected translation
“But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you, let him be under a divine curse.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul makes a dogmatic statement of doctrine concerning the authority of the word of God in this verse.


a.  The word of God or the Scriptures are the supreme authority in all matters of faith and practice in the Church.


b.  Paul states very clearly here that the message, which has already been proclaimed about the means of salvation and the spiritual life, is the one and only true gospel, or good news, or proclamation about our Lord Jesus Christ and His provision of salvation.


c.  Paul states very clearly that neither he, nor any other apostle, nor any other “well known” believer to the Galatians or to us has the authority to add to, delete from, correct, change, improve upon, or distort the message of the gospel.


d.  Paul states very clearly that no angel has the right to add to, delete from, correct, change, improve upon, or distort the message of the gospel.


e.  So what is the true message of the gospel, which cannot be changed by men or angels?



(1)  The New Testament states fifty times that salvation is through faith in Christ.



(2)  The New Testament epistles, especially Galatians and Romans state very emphatically that salvation is “not by works.”  Gal 2:16, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”


(3)  The phrase “not by works” means not by any human effort to promote self, to do good deeds, to be respectable and well-liked.  Tit 3:5 says, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”


(4)  All our morality, all our kindness, all our love for others, all our wonderfulness as persons is not going to save us.  God considers all this to be vile in comparison with His perfect righteousness.  Isa 64:6, “All of our righteous deeds are like menstrual rages.”  Why?  Because all the human good we do comes from persons corrupted with a sin nature.  Therefore, even the best things we produce are worthless to God and cannot save us.



(5)  Therefore, we can only be saved by the simple act of faith in Christ.  Faith in Christ is our belief or trust that Jesus Christ went to the Cross and died spiritually on the Cross as a substitute for us by bearing our sins in His perfect human body and being judged in our place.

THE TESTIMONY OF PAUL

Acts 15:11 “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”
Acts 16:30-31 “and after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’  And they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.’”
Rom 4:5, “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,”
Rom 10:10-11, “for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’”
Rom 10:13, “for, ‘Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”
Gal 2:16, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.”
Gal 3:22, “But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”
1 Cor 1:21, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”
Eph 1:13, “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,”
Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, [it is] the gift of God;”
1 Tim 1:15-16, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost.  And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”
2 Tim 1:12, “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am  not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced  that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.”


(6)  Faith is a non-meritorious act of believing in our own soul that the Lord Jesus Christ was judged for us.  Nothing can be added to this, nothing can be deleted from it, and no one has the right to distort this simple fact.




(a)  Faith is non-meritorious.  We get no credit for having faith in Christ.  Our faith comes from us as a spiritually dead human being.  Being spiritually dead, we have no ability to have a relationship with God.  Therefore, God must create the relationship, and He does so through the act of regeneration.




(b)  The first thing God the Holy Spirit does for us at salvation is impute God the Father’s very own perfect righteousness to us.  This qualifies us to receive everything else.  The next thing that happens is regeneration.  Regeneration is the act of God the Holy Spirit taking our simple, non-meritorious faith in Christ and making it effective for salvation.  God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit and imputes God the Father’s eternal life to it.



(7)  Any thing added to or taken away from this simple truth distorts the gospel as presented by Paul and the other apostles.  To do either brings life long discipline upon the believer (until he acknowledges his sin to God – 1 Jn 1:9).

2.  If any man or any angel attempts to change the message of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone, a special divine curse rests upon that person, so that he will be completely miserable all his life, if he is a believer.


a.  Therefore, we can say with great confidence that Paul’s opponents, the legalistic former Jewish believers from Jerusalem were indeed miserable all their lives, being under this special curse from God.


b.  God can make us much more miserable than we can ever make ourselves, and He makes sure that this is the case for any believer who adds to, deletes from, or distorts the gospel message of salvation through faith alone in Christ.
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