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
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and refers back to the neuter singular noun EUAGGELION in the last verse.

- is the strong objective negative conjunction OUK plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is not.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the “another of a similar kind of gospel” produces the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective ALLOS, which means “another of the same kind of gospel.”
“which [gospel] is not another of the same kind [of gospel],”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, usually translated “if” plus the subjective negative MĒ, usually translated “not.”  The two words together form an idiomatic expression, translated “except, if not, but.”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural enclitic indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, anything; someone, something; many a one or thing.”
- is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It can also be a retroactive progressive present for what has begun in the past and is continuing right now.


The active voice indicates that certain persons are producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the appositional nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb TARASSW, which means “to trouble, disturb, or upset.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and should be translated “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic Christians from Jerusalem are producing the action of disturbing the beliefs of the Galatian believers.


The participle is circumstantial.

- is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you” and referring to the Galatians.

“but there are certain ones who are disturbing all of you”
- is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb THELW, which means “to want, wish, will, desire, like to do something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on among legalistic Christians.  This can also be a static present for a state or condition which is perpetuated throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that legalistic Christians want to disturb the beliefs of other believers.  They enjoy making other people change their beliefs about the nature of salvation and the spiritual life.  They desire that other believers reject their former beliefs and believe only what they say is true.


The participle is circumstantial.

- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb METASTREPHW, which means “to turn, alter, change, distort.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action of the verb in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic Christians produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the verb (in this case the participle acting as a verb).  The best translation here is “they want to distort or change.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the gospel” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
“and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”
Gal 1:7 corrected translation
“which [gospel] is not another of the same kind [of gospel], but there are certain ones who are disturbing all of you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  The gospel of the legalistic Christians from Jerusalem was not the message of Paul.  It was not another version of the same gospel message he proclaimed.  It was no gospel at all.  It did not  provide salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.


a.  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  The gospel of the Judaizers was a message of salvation through works, salvation through keeping the Mosaic Law.


c.  One of the key messages of this entire letter is that salvation is not through keeping the Mosaic Law, and Paul speaks to this issue and about those who are trying to present what they call “another gospel” throughout this letter.



(1)  Gal 1:8, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!”


(2)  Gal 1:11, “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.”


(3)  Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”


(4)  Gal 2:16, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”


(5)  Gal 3:2-3, “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”


(6)  Gal 3:6, “Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”


(7)  Gal 3:11, “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’”


(8)  Gal 3:24-26, “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”


(9)  Gal 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”

 
(10)  Gal 5:4-5, “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.”
2.  Those who are disturbing the Galatians are described in various places throughout this letter.


a.  They are preaching a message contrary to the message presented by the apostles. Gal 1:9 “As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!”

b.  They attack Paul’s character by saying that he is just trying to please men and gain a big following. Gal 1:10, “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”

c.  They say that Paul is really dependent on the other apostles for his message.  Gal 1:16-17, “to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.”

d.  They are devious and cowardly. Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”

e.  They seek control over others.  Gal 2:5, “But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.”

f.  They are called the “party of the circumcision” because they taught that circumcision was necessary for spiritual maturity. Gal 2:12, “For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.”  Compare Gal 5:11-12, “But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted?  Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.  I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.” and especially Gal 6:12, “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.”

g.  They teach that righteousness comes through keeping the Mosaic Law.  Gal 2:21, “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”

h.  They teach that spirituality comes through human works.  Gal 3:2, “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?”

i.  They teach that spiritual maturity comes through human works.  Gal 3:3, “Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”

j.  They teach the importance of ritual observances.  Gal 4:10, “You observe days and months and seasons and years.”

k.  They teach a gospel of exclusiveness, i.e., that relationship with God is not available to everyone.  Gal 4:17, “They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them.”

l.  They teach rejection of the teaching of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  Gal 5:7-8, “You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?  This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.”

m.  They were complete hypocrites, trying to just save their own skin from persecution by Jewish unbelievers.  Gal 6:13, “For those [believers] who are circumcised [Judaizers] do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.”  They boast to the unbeliever Jews in Jerusalem that they are using Christianity as the means of gaining more Gentiles to Judaism, so that they will not be persecuted by the unbelieving Jews.

3.  The ultimate objective of the apostate Jewish believers in Jerusalem is to distort the true gospel message of faith alone in Christ alone into a belief in keeping the Mosaic Law for salvation.  By distortion of the gospel, these believers hope to take the pressure of persecution off themselves by the unbelievers in Jerusalem who are persecuting them for their faith in Christ.  The unbelieving Jews were jealous of all the people turning to Christ for salvation apart from the works of the Mosaic Law.  Therefore, they began persecuting believers in Jerusalem.  A group of those believers therefore began distorting the message of the gospel by saying that parts of the Mosaic Law, like ritual observances, were still valid for the Gentiles to keep for salvation and for a more advanced spiritual life.  In this way, these apostate believers hoped to stop the persecution against them by the unbelieving Jews; thus the attack on Paul and his message, which was really an attack on our Lord Jesus Christ and the word of God.
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