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 - is the temporal adverb EPEITA, which means “Then, afterwards, next.”

 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come” or “to go: I went.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the fact that Paul went into the districts of Cilicia and Syria.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and noun KLIMA, which means “regions” or “districts.”

 - is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SURIA, which we transliterate as “of Syria.”

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KILIKIA, which we transliterate as “of Cilicia.”

Gal 1:21 corrected translation
“Then I went into the districts of Cilicia and of Syria.”

Explanation:
1.  “The word KLIMA.


a.  There are five Greek words that are primarily used for geographical regions.



(1)  The word GĒ is used for the earth and for large geographical areas such as whole countries.  In Acts 7:3 it is used for the large geographical area (the future country or nation of Israel) which God would give to Abraham. “and said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the country that I will show you.’”


(2)  The word CHWRA generally refers to a geographical area like our word “county.”  An exception to this would be the use of CHWRA in Mt 2:12 where the Magi return to their own “country.” Mt 8:28 is an excellent example of the typical geographical use of this word.  “When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs.  They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way.”  Another good example is Mk 6:54-55. “When they got out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, and ran about that whole country and began to carry here and there on their pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard He was.”  The word country here does not have the same geographical sense as the word GĒ in Acts 7:3 and therefore is a poor translation.  The word “county” would be far more accurate as an English translation.  The same is true of the use of this word in Lk 2:8, “In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.”  The word “region” is not a bad translation here, if it is understood in the sense of a small geographical area within walking distance.  The word is also used in this sense in the story of the prodigal son. Lk 15:14-15, “Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished.  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.”  Again the word “country” here is a poor translation and refers to a much smaller geographical area, such as a “district” or “county.”  The word is used very accurately in Acts 13:49 for the geographical area around a city.  “And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole region.”  The word “county” could be used here in a very accurate sense.  In Jn 11:54, we see our Lord taking the disciples away from the area around Jerusalem to a another county or district or region because the Jews were trying to kill Him, “Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly among the Jews, but went away from there to the country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there He stayed with the disciples.”  Therefore when we see the word CHWRA, used in Acts 16:6 and 18:23 for the geographical area of Galatia, we should understand this as referring to an area that one could walk across in a day, that is, about twenty miles or the size of a typical “county” in the eastern United States.



(3)  The word KLIMA is used in 2 Cor 11:10 of a geographical area the size of a Roman Province, which would be equivalent to one of our smaller states in the United States.  “As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.”  A better translation here would have been the province or state of Achaia, since Achaia was one of the principal geographical areas of Greece, the others being Macedonia and Thrace.  The fact that KLIMA refers to geographical provinces of the Roman Empire can also be seen in Paul’s use of the word in Rom 15:19b-20 cf. 23, “so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricumm [also known as Dalmatia in Roman times, which used to be called Yugoslavia and is now called Bosnia] I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; ...but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have had for many years a longing to come to you.”  The words “regions” does not convey the size of these geographical areas, and would better be translated “states.”



(4)  The word  HORION, is the word for a geographical region or district.  A perfect example of its use and proper meaning is found in Mt 8:34, “And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they implored Him to leave their region.”  The word HORION refers to the immediate country surrounding a city which supports that city through its farming.  So this geographical area would be the area of about a five mile radius around any given city.  Another good example is found in Acts 13:50, “But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.”  There are many other excellent examples, such as, Mt 4:13; 15:39; Mt 2:16.



(5)  The word MEROS is used for any part of a geographical area, regardless of the size of the geographical area, whether country, province, county, region, or district.  For example, Mt 15:21, “Jesus departed for the regions of Tyre and Sidon.”

2.  The geographical area of Syria.


a.  Syria originally included Mesopotamia, Gen 25:20; 28:5; Dt 26:5; Acts 7:2. 

b.  This area includes the highlands lying between the River Euphrates and the Mediterranean Sea.  It was called Aram, from the son of Shem, Gen 10:22-23; Num 23:7; 1 Chr 1:17; 2:23.  The term came to refer to the area surrounding Damascus, which varied in size according to the strength of the rulers.

c.  Damascus lies about 120 miles north of Jerusalem, about 50 miles due east of Sidon on the coast of the Mediterranean.  It is only forty miles northeast of Caesarea Philippi, where our Lord ministered.  It is in a great oasis east of the Lebanon Mountains, fed by the river Barada (‘Abana,’ 2 Kings 5:12).  Damascus was on the north-south caravan route, and therefore, a city of commercial importance.


d.  The average annual rainfall is less than 9 inches.  The whole area is therefore essentially desert, with settlements confined to the areas surrounding the rare springs.


e.  The southern area of Syria includes the better watered region of Bashan, which lies east of Galilee and which in n.t. times was divided into three areas: Gaulanitis on the west (ot ‘Geshur’; the modern Golan Heights), the tableland of Batanea (ot ‘Argob,’ Dt 3:4, or ‘Bashan’); and the wild volcanic area of Trachonitis, part of the territory of Philip (Lk 3:1). Bashan was famous in the ot for fertility and livestock (Ps 22:12; Ezek. 39:18; Amos 4:1), and in n.t. times it exported grain to Rome.  Northward from Damascus the landscape is still dry steppe with only minor settlements, although pasturage improves.


f.  Relations with Israel were often antagonistic, but at times the two combined for mutual defense, as when King Ahab of Israel joined with Ben-hadad of Damascus and other rulers to resist the Assyrian ruler Shalmaneser III.  Normally Syria dominated Israel, but David apparently conquered and garrisoned Damascus (2 Sam 8:3-6), and Ahab gained commercial rights there (1 Kings 20:34).  Jeroboam II of Israel (786-746 b.c.) is said to have conquered Damascus (2 Kings 14:28) and restored the empire of David and Solomon.  Later (753-733 b.c.) King Pekah of Israel sought the help of Rezin of Syria against King Ahaz of Judah, but he achieved nothing (Isa 7:1-17).  King Ahaz of Judah appealed for help to Tiglath-pileser III of Assyria, who conquered and ravaged Damascus in 732, making it part of his empire.  Thereafter Syria was a vassal, passing from Assyrian control to Babylonian, and becoming in 333 part of the empire of Alexander the Great.  After Alexander’s death in 323 Syria was governed by the Seleucids, who made Antioch their imperial capital.


g.  From 64 b.c. and throughout the nt period Syria was under Roman control, forming part of a much larger province of that name, which included the land of Canaan, Lk 2:2-3, and Phoenicia, Mk 7:26; Acts 21:3.  Jesus never visited Syria, but after Pentecost Christianity spread rapidly into the region.  The Nabatean king Aretas in distant Petra is said to have governed Damascus at the time (2 Cor. 11:32-33).

h.  Prophecies concerning Syria are found in: Isa 7:8-16; 8:4-7; 17:1-3; Jer 1:15; 49:23-27; Amos 1:3-5; Zech 9:1.


i.  Damascus was the capital of Syria, Isa 7:8, and the inhabitants of Damascus were called Syrians, 2 Sam 8:5, 10:11; 2 Kg 5:20



(1)  An idolatrous people, Judg 10:6; 2 Kg 5:18.



(2)  A warlike people, 1 Kg 20:23, 25.



(3)  A commercial people, Ezek 27:18.



(4)  Israel followed the idolatry of the Syrians, Judg 10:6.

j.  The gospel was preached and many churches were founded in Syria, Acts 15:23, 41.

3.  The Geographical Area of Cilicia.


a.  This is a region in southeast Asia Minor. The western part of Cilicia was known as Tracheia.  It was the home of pirates and robbers from prehistoric to Roman times.  The eastern part was a fertile plain and was the vital trade route between Syria and Asia Minor.  The province was bounded by the Taurus Mountains on the north.  The pass through these mountains to Cappadocia was known as the Cilician Gates.  On the east, the Amanus Mountains separated Cilicia from Syria; the ancient pass through these mountains was known as the Syrian Gates.


b.  Cilicia was officially made a province before 100 bc, but effective rule began only after Pompey’s pirate drive in 67 b.c.  Cicero was governor here in 51 b.c.  The province apparently disappeared under the early Roman Empire, Augustus ceding the western part partly to the native dynasty and partly to the adjacent client kingdoms of Galatia and Cappadocia.  The eastern part, which consists of 16 semi-autonomous cities, of which Tarsus was the most outstanding, was administered by Syria until after a.d. 72.  Then Vespasian re-combined both regions into the single province of Cilicia.  Thus Paul, its most distinguished citizen, and Luke, both writing accurately of the earlier period, are strictly correct in combining Cilicia in one unit with Syria in Gal 1:21 and Acts 15:23. “and they sent this letter by them, ‘The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.’”  Cf. Acts 15:41, “And he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”


c.  Tarsus, the hometown of Paul (Acts 21:39; 22:3), was located on the eastern plain.  Acts records that Paul passed through the area during his second journey (Acts 15:40-41) and also later when he departed from Antioch for Galatia and Phrygia (Acts 18:23).

4.  Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia.


a.  Tarsus was a large, prosperous commercial city located on the Cydnus River, about ten miles from the Mediterranean Sea at the foothills of the Taurus Mountains on the southeastern coast of Asia Minor.  Situated in the fertile eastern plain of the region of Cilicia, Tarsus became the capital of the region under the Romans.


b.  According to the Greek geographer Strabo (ca. 63 b.c.-a.d. 23), the Cydnus River had its source from the melting snows of the mountains above the city.  The river flowed through the ancient capital into a lake some five miles to the south, which served as a naval station and harbor for Tarsus.  It was because of the river that inland Tarsus had the opportunity to develop into a thriving maritime center.  This accounts for Paul’s familiarity with sailing.


c.  This feature, combined with the fact that the main trade routes passed north through Tarsus to central Asia Minor via the Cilician Gates or east via the Syrian Gates gave Tarsus a cosmopolitan nature.  Paul’s boast, recorded in Acts, that Tarsus was ‘no insignificant city’ (Acts 21:39) was certainly warranted.  It was the meeting place of West and East, of the Greek culture with its oriental counterpart.


d.  The date of the foundation of the city is uncertain, but archaeological evidence shows habitation dated back to the Neolithic Period (ca. 5000 b.c.), and several Bronze Age (ca. 3000-1200 b.c.) cities were built successively on the site.  In the middle of the tenth century b.c., the Assyrian king Shalmaneser III conquered Tarsus.  When the city rebelled during the reign of Sennacherib a century later, it was destroyed.  Rebuilt, Tarsus was under Persian control until it was taken in 333 b.c. by Alexander the Great, who resided there for a short period.  The city passed into the hands of the Seleucid dynasty (312-65 b.c.), whose efforts to Hellenize the inhabitants provoked an insurrection against Antiochus IV Epiphanes (2 Mac 4:30). With the advent of the Romans, the region of Cilicia was organized into a Roman province with Tarsus as its capital.


e.  Cicero, the Roman orator and statesman, was governor of Tarsus in 50 b.c.  Mark Antony gave Tarsus the status of a free city, and it was here that he met Cleopatra in 41 b.c.  It was under the rule of Augustus (27 b.c.-a.d. 14) that the city came to its golden age and was renowned as a center of intellectual life, surpassing even Alexandria and Athens.  Tarsus had long been a center of Stoic philosophy, and several of its citizens were famous Stoic philosophers: Zeno, Antipater, Athenodorus, and Nestor.  One of the basic tenets of Stoicism states that virtue is the only good as well as the means of fortification against all the pressures of life.  This concept seems to be reflected in Paul’s writings. Phil 4:8, “Therefore, brethren, everything that is true, everything that is honorable, everything that is righteous, everything that is pure, everything that is virtue-love, everything that is commendable, if anything of virtue, if anything worthy of praise exists [and it does], you yourselves be concentrating on these things.”


f.  Luke states that Paul was a citizen and native of Tarsus (Acts 9:11; 21:39; 22:3) and thus a Jew of the Dispersion (i.e., who lived outside Palestine).  As a Jew of Tarsus, Paul would have been reared in a non-Jewish environment and would have spoken the common language of the Roman Empire, Greek.  His knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures would have been from the Septuagint.”

� The entire explanation comes from selected articles in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.
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