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
 - is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Now” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, translated “the things which” or “which things.”

 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: I am writing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the fact that Paul is not lying.

 - is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to all of you.”

“(Now the things which I am writing to you,)”
 - is the demonstrative particle IDOU.  It is actually the aorist middle imperative of , except that it is accented with the acute when used as a particle) “(you) see, look, behold,” variously translated, sometimes with no exact English equivalent.  It is used as a call to closer consideration and contemplation “remember, consider.”

- is the improper preposition ENWPION, which means “before, in the presence of” plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “before God.” 

 - is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and introduces the content of what Paul is declaring.

 - is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PSEUDOMAI, which means “to lie, to tell a lie, to speak a falsehood.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the fact that Paul is not lying.

“remember before God that I am not lying.)”
Gal 1:20 corrected translation
“(Now the things which I am writing to you, remember before God that I am not lying.)”

Explanation:
1.  This entire phrase is a parenthesis in this context.

2.  Paul’s description of his early life was written prior to Luke writing his history of the early Church in Acts.  Luke probably had a copy of this letter before him when he wrote Acts.  Therefore, Luke did not include the same information in his history that was already provided in Galatians because it was not critical to his objective of giving a general outline of the history of the early Church.

3.  Paul’s point here is that he is telling the truth to the Galatians and they know Paul has no reason to lie to them.  The Judaizers have every reason to lie or distort the truth, but Paul is writing Scripture, and therefore, must be accurate in every detail.

4.  Of the seven worst sins from God’s viewpoint, three are related to the tongue as verbal sins. Prov 6:16-19, “There are six things which the Lord hates, in fact, seven are an abomination to Him:  Arrogant eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a right lobe that devises evil plans [anti-authority sins, conspiracy, and revolution], feet which run rapidly to evil [a trouble-maker], a false witness who utters lies [perjury], and a person who spreads strife among the brethren [gossip, slander, maligning, judging].”
5.  There is great blessing in avoidance of lying. Ps 34:12-13, “Who is the person who desires long life, loves length of days that he may see prosperity?  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking slander.”
6.  The Pattern and Punishment for lying. Ps 52:1-5, “Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man?  The grace of God endures all day long.  Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit.  You love evil more than good, falsehood more than speaking what is right.  You love all words that destroy, O deceitful tongue.  Consequently, God will break you down forever.  He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent [human body], and uproot you from the land of the living.”
7.  False teachers in Israel lied to the people and were condemned and judged by the supreme court of heaven for it.


a.  Jer 8:8, “How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? But behold, the lying pen of the scribes has made it into a lie.”


b.  Ezek 13:6, “They see falsehood and lying divination who are saying, ‘The Lord declares,’ when the Lord has not sent them; yet they hope for the fulfillment of their word.”


c.  Ezek 13:7, “Did you not see a false vision and speak a lying divination when you said, ‘The Lord declares,’ but it is not I who have spoken?”

d.  Ezek 13:9, “So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord God.”


e.  Ezek 13:19, “For handfuls of barley and fragments of bread, you have profaned Me to My people to put to death some who should not die and to keep others alive who should not live, by your lying to My people who listen to lies.”

f.  Zech 10:2, “For the teraphim speak iniquity, and the diviners see lying visions and tell false dreams; they comfort in vain. Therefore the people wander like sheep, they are afflicted, because there is no shepherd.”

8.  The Description of the Liar.


a.  Ps 31:18, “Let the lying lips be mute, which speak arrogantly against the righteous with pride and contempt.”  The liar is motivated by arrogance and contempt for the mature believer with spiritual capacity righteousness.  Compare Prov 26:28, “A lying tongue hates those it crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.”


b.  Ps 109:2, “For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; they have spoken against me with a lying tongue.”  The liar always attacks the mature believer.  This is a part of momentum testing.


c.  Ps 120:2, “Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue.”  We are not to react to those who lie about us.  Your soul is only delivered by the application of one or more of the problem-solving devices.


d.  Prov 10:18, “He who conceals hatred has lying lips, and he who spreads slander is a fool.”  You are commanded to hate no one; therefore, you have no reason to lie about anyone, ever.


e.  Prov 12:19, “Truthful lips will be established forever, but a lying tongue is only for a moment.”


f.  Prov 12:22, “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His delight.”


g.  Prov 17:7, “Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, much less are lying lips to a prince.”  Those in leadership, especially the head of a government, can never lie.


h.  Prov 21:6, “The acquisition of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death.”  Perpetual lying leads to the sin unto death.

9.  Our passage is not the only time Paul had to defend himself against those who said he was lying.


a.  Rom 9:1, “I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit.”


b.  2 Cor 11:31, “The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.”


c.  1 Tim 2:7, “For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.”

10.  The final judgment of liars is given in:


a.  Rev 21:27, “and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it [the eternal state], but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”


b.  Rev 22:15, “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”
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