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 - is the adverb of time EPEITA, which is used six times in the NT (three times by Paul in this context) and means “Then” or “Thereupon.”
 - is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time (meaning “after”) from the neuter plural adjective TREIS, meaning “three” and noun ETOS, meaning “years.”
 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANERCHOMAI, which means “to come or go up” to a higher place.  The travel from Damascus back to Jerusalem was an up hill walk.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Paul’s return to Jerusalem into a single whole and simply states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural noun HIEROSOLUMA, which was the Hellenized name of Jerusalem.  The phrase is translated “to Jerusalem.”
“Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem”
 - is the aorist active infinitive from the verb HISTOREW (from which we get the word “history”), which means “to visit for the purpose of getting to know someone or something.”  This is the only use of this word in the NT, though it was used as early as the fifth century B.C. Attic Greek.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple statement of fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating Paul’s reason for going back to Jerusalem.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name KĒPHAS, translated “Cephas” and referring to Peter, one of the disciples of our Lord and the leader of the apostles at the time Paul visited him.  The Aramaic word means ‘rock.’  Cephas is the Aramaic surname of Simon; the Greek form of the surname is Peter.  The name is found in 1 Cor 1:12; 3:22; 9:5; 15:5; Gal 1:18; 2:9, 11, 14; and Jn 1:42, where Cephas is stated as the equivalent of “PETROS.”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPIMENW, which means “to stay, remain.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Paul’s stay with Peter into a single whole and simply states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “with him.”  The accusative of relationship is used with PROS to express the idea of advantage, benefit, favorable disposition, support, or friendly relationship.  Here it is used by Paul to emphasize the establishment of his friendly relationship with Peter.

 - is the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, meaning “days” plus the cardinal adjective DEKAPENTE, meaning “fifteen.”
“to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days,”
Gal 1:18 corrected translation
“Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days,”
Explanation:
1.  To show that he was ‘an apostle, not from men nor through man,’ Paul states that he had no contact with the apostles until three years after his conversion.  His purpose in mentioning a later visit to Jerusalem (coming up in Gal 2:1-10) is to assure the Galatians that his apostleship to the Gentiles was then recognized by the leaders of the church. 
2.  During this fifteen day stay in Peter’s home, Peter certainly shared with Paul many of the wonderful events of our Lord’s ministry, and Paul in turn was able to share with Peter many of the wonderful new Church Age doctrines taught to him by the Lord Jesus Christ during his three year school in Arabia.  The time spent together was very valuable to both men.

3.  This first visit of Paul to Jerusalem as a believer in Christ is given in more detail by Luke in Acts 9:23-30.

Acts 9:23, “When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him,”

The phrase “when many days had elapsed” refers to a period of several months.  Paul had been in Arabia for three years and now has returned to Damascus and has been proclaiming Christ and teaching doctrine for several months.  The same thing that happened almost everywhere Paul went occurred here as well – Jews and Gentiles were hearing the gospel and turning to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation and leaving the synagogue.  This aroused the jealousy of the Jewish religious leaders in Damascus, who determined to murder Paul.  (See The Macmillan Bible Atlas, p. 153, plate 243, for a picture of the layout of the city of Damascus.)

Acts 9:24, “but their plot became known to Saul.  They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death;”

Those who are full of hate and arrogance, generally brag about what they are going to do to those they hate.  It would not be hard for a friend of Paul to overhear a threat to Paul’s life and report it to him.  The Arab governor of the city had been in trouble with Herod Agrippa and was trying to find a way to please him and get back into his good graces.  Therefore, he sought to do something to please the Jews who would then report favorably of him to Herod.  So he uses the local police/military to be on the lookout for Paul and pick him up when he tries to leave the city.  Not stated here but strongly implied is that Paul had to go into hiding in the city.  He may have had to disguise himself and move about from one Christian home to another to avoid detection and to avoid bringing too much danger on any particular home.  Certainly he spent time hiding with Barnabas.  Not only are the Jews seeking his life, but now also the Arab city officials.

Acts 9:25, “but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.”

Note the phrase “his disciples.”  Paul had already made students of his ministry in Damascus.  He was already teaching and training future pastors for the local churches in Damascus.  Both Paul and his students had enough common sense to recognize the danger and get him out of town.  A considerable amount of thought and planning went into Paul’s method of escape.  The disciples had to find a Christian home which had a common wall with the outside wall of the city and that had a window in it.  Not only that, but the window had to be out of view of the guard posts.  If there were patrolling guards, their schedules had to be learned and timed.  This was no spur of the moment act. 

Acts 9:26, “When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.”

Paul’s trip from Damascus to Jerusalem was about 150 miles.  Assuming he traveled about twenty miles per day.  It took about a week to get to Jerusalem.  Upon arriving at Jerusalem Paul seeks out the other believers, knowing that he is hated by the Jews and that they will probably seek his life.  But the believers only remember Saul of Tarsus who supervised the murder of Stephen and persecuted their families and friends, throwing many into prison and killing others.  They immediately thought that Paul was using a ruse (a ploy, a subterfuge) to deceive them into coming out into the open, so that he might round them up and imprison them.  This implies that the persecution of Christians had continued for the past several years after the death of Stephen and that the Christians in Jerusalem had to go into hiding.  Note also that “all the disciples” were afraid of Paul.  This would include such pillars of the Church as Peter, James, John, etc.  Fear is a mental attitude sin, which we are commanded not to have.  They had forgotten, rejected, ignored, or not trusted in Dt 31:8, “The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.  Do not fear or be dismayed.”
Acts 9:27, “But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”

One believer finally recovers, gets back into fellowship, and starts applying doctrine –  Barnabas.  He did what Peter, James, and John failed to do.  He trusted in the protection of the Lord Jesus Christ and applied the plan of God rationale to the situation – “if God is for us, who shall stand against us?”  Barnabas’ courage is seen in the verb of action here, which described what happened.  The verb is EPILAMBANW, which means “to seize, to take hold of.”  Barnabas grabbed Paul by the hand and said, “Come on, I’m going to put an end to this nonsense,” and marched Paul off to see Peter, James, and John.  However, John was not around and Paul only got to meet Peter and James.  We know this from Gal 1:19 (our next verse) where Paul says that the only other “apostle” he met was James, the Lord’s half brother, who was the pastor of the Jerusalem church, and not truly an “apostle.”  Barnabas knew all about Paul and his past history both as an unbeliever and as a believer.  This was not an impulsive act on the part of Barnabas.  He probably talked with Paul for several days, getting all the facts straight and then depending on the guidance of God the Holy Spirit as to whether or not these things were true and what he should do about it.  Once Barnabas had his facts straight and realized what had to be done, he went into action.  Barnabas did not just sit on his knowledge and “wait for the Lord to work it all out.”  He was the Lord’s agent to introduce Paul to the Christians in Jerusalem and this required action on his part.  Principle – when you have the facts and know what needs to be done, do it!

Acts 9:28, “And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord.”

So Paul stayed with Peter for the next fifteen days and moved freely among the Christians, meeting and talking to other believers, and teaching doctrine to all who were willing to listen to him.

Acts 9:29, “And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews but they were attempting to put him to death.”

The other believers in Jerusalem were afraid of the Jews, but not Paul.  He immediately demonstrates his great courage from the doctrine in his soul.  He starts proclaiming the gospel openly, when no one had been doing this for several years.  The same Jewish jealousy, which sought Paul’s life in Damascus, now raises its ugly head in Jerusalem.

Acts 9:30, “But when the brethren learned of it they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.”

Now the believers take positive action to protect one of their own.  They send an escort to guard Paul and safely get him out of town.  Caesarea was a port city on the Mediterranean coast about sixty miles (three days walk) northwest of Jerusalem.  From there Paul could catch a boat for his hometown of Tarsus.  Paul could not stay in Jerusalem and could not go back to Damascus.  The safest place to hide him now would be to send him back home, where he would be well known as a Roman citizen, under the full protection of Rome.  This gave Paul time to study and a chance to begin evangelizing Gentiles in the Roman provinces around his hometown.  God was working all things together for good.  The plan of God was advancing in spite of the satanic attempts to kill Paul.
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