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 - is the aorist active infinitive from verb APOKALUPTW, which means “to reveal, disclose something to someone.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which simply states the action as a fact without reference to any progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The complementary infinitive completes the idea of the main verb. It is translated “God determined to reveal.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “His Son.”  The word “His” is a reference to God the Father.  The word “Son” is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 - is the preposition EN plus the dative of indirect object which expands into the idea of the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me for my benefit.”
“to reveal His Son to me for my benefit,”
 - is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce purpose and result clauses.  It is usually translated “that, in order that, or so that.”
 - is the first person singular present middle subjunctive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim, make a proclamation” and came to be a technical theological term for “proclaiming the gospel.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The middle voice is an indirect, intensive, or dynamic middle (all three mean the same thing) in which Paul, the subject, acts with emphasis on himself.  It should be translated “that I myself might proclaim.”

The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose or result clause.  Here we have a blending of purpose and result.

 - is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “Him.”  This refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “among the Gentiles.”
 that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles,”
 - is the adverb of time EUTHEWS, which means “at once, immediately.”
 - is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb PROSANATITHĒMI, which means “to add or contribute something to someone; to consult with someone.”  The latter use is its meaning here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which simply states the action as a fact without reference to any progress.


The middle voice is an indirect, intensive, or dynamic middle (all three mean the same thing) in which Paul, the subject, acts with emphasis on himself and for his own benefit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the instrumental of association from the nouns SARX and HAIMA, connected by the simple conjunctive use of KAI, meaning “with flesh and blood.”  This is a paraphrase for the idea of “any other human beings.”
“I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,”
Gal 1:16 corrected translation
“to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,”
Explanation:
1.  This verse must be put together with the first part of the last verse to get the beginning of the sentence.  It says, “But when God determined to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood.”
2.  As we saw in the last verse, God made the choice as to the time, manner, and place in which He would reveal the Lord Jesus Christ to Saul of Tarsus.


a.  As with us all, God is determined to reveal His Son to each one of us, and He does so through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common grace.


b.  God the Holy Spirit makes the person and work of Christ just as real to the mind of the unbeliever now as God the Father did to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus.  Therefore, no unbeliever can legitimately say, “I would believe, if God revealed Jesus Christ to me the same way as He did to Saul of Tarsus.”  The reality is the same whether God the Father makes God the Son physically real to the unbeliever or whether God the Holy Spirit makes God the Son mentally real to the unbeliever.

3.  The revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ to Paul was for his benefit.  This is one of the greatest understatements in all human history.


a.  Saul, the chief of sinners; that is, the greatest sinner who ever lived, became Paul, the greatest believer in the Church Age.


b.  Paul is also letting the Galatian believers know that his revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ to them was also for their benefit.


c.  Just as the Lord Jesus Christ came into Paul’s life for his benefit, and Paul came into the lives of the Galatians for their benefit, so God is still bringing certain believers into the lives of other people, both believer and unbeliever for their benefit.


d.  God works through human agents.  God delegates authority and power to His creatures.  God expects us to use what has been graciously given to us for the benefit of others.  We have been given a spiritual gift from God, and He expects us to use that gift for the benefit of others.  We cannot use a gift if we don’t know we have it, and we don’t use a gift we do have when we are too lazy to do so.

4.  Paul’s spiritual gift was the gift of apostleship.  This gift included three primary functions and one special function.


a.  The first primary function of the spiritual gift of apostleship was the motivation and ability to go to new places and present the message about the person and work of Christ.  This is called evangelization and is performed by missionaries today.


b.  The second primary function of the spiritual gift of apostleship was the ability to study and teach Bible doctrine to the people evangelized.  This is the function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher today.


c.  The third primary function of the spiritual gift of apostleship was the ability to establish self-supporting local churches.  This is the function of missionaries today.


d.  The one special function given to a few men with the gift of apostleship was the privilege of writing portions of the canon of the New Testament Scripture.


e.  Paul states here that his primary purpose in life was go to the Gentiles and proclaim Christ among them.  He did this all his life as a believer, after he had spent three intensive years preparing for this work.  His preparation was being taught by our Lord in the desert of Arabia.


f.  The fact that Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles is mentioned in the following passages:

Acts 9:15 “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;’”
Acts 13:46 “Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, ‘It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.

Acts 13:47 ‘For so the Lord has commanded us, “I have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, That You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.”’”
Acts 14:27 “When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.”
Acts 15:3 “Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.”
Acts 15:12 “All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.”
Acts 15:19 “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles,”
Acts 18:6 “But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’”
Acts 21:19 “After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.”
Acts 22:21 “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”
Acts 26:17 “rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you,”
Acts 26:20 “but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.”
Acts 26:23 “that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”
Rom 1:5 “through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake,”
Rom 15:18 “For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed,”
Gal 2:2 “It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.”
Gal 2:8 “(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles),”
Gal 2:9 “and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”
Eph 3:8 “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ.”
5.  Paul’s last phrase in this verse is his major point and a direct repudiation of the argument of his critics.


a.  The Judaizers said that Paul was getting his information about the Lord Jesus Christ and the nature of the gospel from the other apostles and then distorting it.


b.  Paul’s retort is that he never talked to the apostles immediately after he was saved.  In fact it was three years after his salvation before he made it back to Jerusalem.



(1)  Acts 9:18-22 “And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened.  Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus,”



Note the phrase “several days” in contrast to the phrase “many days” in verse 23 below.  The phrase “several days” is used three times in the New Testament and in all three cases refers to a few weeks at most (Mk 2:1; Acts 25:13).   Therefore, Paul stayed several weeks in Damascus before going to the desert of Arabia.

20 “and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, ‘Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’  22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”


(2)  This is where Paul’s commentary in Gal 1:17-21 must be inserted in his autobiographical description of his early history 1:16b, “I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia [this is when our Lord taught Paul for three years.  Interestingly, Paul received the same amount of time with our Lord that the disciples received during our Lord’s earthly ministry.  Notice also that this account is not mentioned by Luke in Acts], and returned once more to Damascus.  Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas [Peter], and stayed with him fifteen days.  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”


(3)  Acts 9:23-30, “When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, [The phrase “many days” refers to a longer period of time than a few weeks but less than a year] but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death; but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.  When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord.  And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews, but they were attempting to put him to death.  But when the brethren learned of it they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.”


(4)  This visit to Jerusalem is also mentioned by Paul in Acts 22:17-21, “It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, and I saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’  And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You.  And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’  And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”


(5)  Summary of the chronology of the early life of Paul:

31 AD
Paul’s Conversion (age 33)
31-33
Three years in Arabia, Gal 1:18

33
Paul proclaims the gospel in Damascus and the Jews there try to kill him.  He 


flees to Jerusalem, Gal 1:18, Acts 9:23-28

33
Paul is introduced by Barnabas to Peter and James and other believers and stays 


with Peter fifteen days, Gal 1:18.

33
The Jews plot to kill Paul and the Lord sends Paul home to Tarsus to evangelize 


the Gentiles, Acts 9:30.

33-43
Paul works in Syria and Cilicia from his headquarters in Tarsus.
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