Eph 6:6



- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun OPHTHALMODOULIA, which means “on the basis of eye-service” and is also found in the parallel passage Col 3:22-24.  Then we have the conjunction HWS, used as an adverb of manner, indicating the manner in which something is done, translated “as.”  This is followed by the nominative in simple apposition from the masculine plural adjective ANTHRWPATESKOS, which means “a man-pleaser; that is, someone who desires to please people by sacrificing principle to please someone of superior authority.
“not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the use of the conjunction HWS as an adverb of manner to indicate the manner in which something is to be done, translated “as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun DOULOS, meaning “slaves, servants.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
“but as servants of Christ,”
- is the appositional nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The present tense is a customary-progressive present for an action that is reasonably expected to be occurring right now and to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that Christian workers are to produce the action.


The participle is a modal participle, indicating the manner in which the service to Christ is to be performed.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, which means “the will, desire, design, plan, or purpose.”   With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God or “God’s will.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun PSUCHĒ, which means “from the source of the soul.”
“doing the will of God from the soul”
Eph 6:6 corrected translation
“not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the soul”
Explanation:
1.  “not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers,”

a.  The entire sentence so far reads: “Workers, obey your human masters with respect and trembling by means of the integrity of your heart as to Christ, not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the soul…”

b.  The parallel passage is Col 3:22-24, “You workers, keep on obeying your human bosses, not by means of eyeservice as men-pleasers, but by means of integrity of heart, respecting the Lord.  Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”

c.  Eye-service is service or work rendered without dedication or a sense of inner obligation, but mainly to attract attention.

d.   The phrase ‘not by means of eye service as men-pleasers, but by means of integrity of heart’ refers to doing your job as unto the Lord, pleasing Him in all things.


e.  Eye service is known by other names in our society: brownnoser, straphanger, etc.  This is the person who is overly nice to the boss when he is around, but then does no work when the boss is not there, or maligns and criticizes him or her when their back is turned.


f.  Men-pleasers do whatever they have to do in front of the boss to look good, but are never their true selves.  They put on a false, hypocritical front to make themselves look good, in order to get ahead in the company.


g.  In contrast, as a Christian you are commanded to never act in a hypocritical manner.  Rather, you are to be your true self, genuine, open, honest, above board, faithful, and sincere.  This is a part of the royal family honor code and a demonstration of the integrity of your soul.


h.  Examples of men-pleasers.



(1)  Judas Iscariot was a man-pleaser, a hypocrite.  Mt 26:14-16; Mk 14:10-11; Lk 22:3-6.



(2)  Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5:1-11.


i.  System Testing is related to being a men-pleaser.



(1)  Being a ‘men pleaser’ is a part of system testing.  One of the ways to flunk system testing is to butter up the boss, so that you receive preferential treatment.  But this means the malfunction and inevitable destruction of the system within which you work.



(2)  ‘Integrity (virtue) of the heart’ refers to motivational virtue of personal love for God and functional virtue of unconditional virtuous love for all.


j.  Christian service is related to your job.  Part of your fulltime Christian service is how you handle your job or profession.



(1)  The motivation for your Christian service comes from occupation with Christ and the integrity you develop from doctrine in the soul.



(2)  Doing your job as unto the Lord is making a role model out of Jesus Christ.



(3)  Approbation lust (desiring the attention and approval of your boss) is carnal motivation and results in dead works.  As a Christian you should be motivated by the approval of the Lord Jesus Christ, not your boss.



(4)  Every believer, regardless of social, economic, or any other status in life, has equal privilege and opportunity to execute the plan of God on the job.
2.  “but as servants of Christ,”

a.  We are not here to serve men or please men, but to serve and please God.

b.  1 Cor 7:22-23 also says that we are slaves of Christ, “For the slave who was called in the Lord is the freedman of the Lord.  Likewise the free person who was called is the slave of Christ.  You were bought for a price.  Stop becoming the slaves of men.”

c.  Paul teaches the same principle (that we are servants/slaves of Christ) in:



(1)  Gal 1:10, “For am I now trying to win over men or God?  Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not still be Christ’s slave.”


(2)  Rom 14:4, “You, who are you who keeps judging another’s house slave?  To his own lord he stands or falls.  In fact he will hold his ground, because the Lord is able to make him stand.”

d.  Being called a servant or slave of Christ is a title of honor.



(1)  Col 1:7, “just as you have learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-slave, who keeps on being a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,”


(2)  Col 4:7, “Tychicus, the beloved brother, both faithful minister and fellow-slave in the Lord will make known to you all about my situation,”

e.  We serve the Lord Christ (Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”), and our Lord has delegated authority to those for whom we work, so that we obey what they want us to do as a matter of serving the Lord Christ.  Our obedience to those for whom we work is our obedience to the will of God.  Therefore, not only are we rewarded by our human employers for our faithful obedience on the job, but we also will receive for ourselves the reward of our eternal inheritance.
3.  “doing the will of God from the soul”

a.  Paul continues with the positive aspect of how to function as a believer on the job.  We do everything at work in compatibility with the will of God.

b.  Doing something from the soul means doing it on the basis of the doctrine circulating in our soul, doing it on the basis of the doctrinal principles stored in our soul, and doing it based upon the norms and standards of the word of God, which we have made a permanent part of our thinking.

c.  This is another simple, straightforward, clear command from the apostle Paul on how to live the Christian life.  Regardless of what you do in life, no matter how simple or complex, no matter how easy or how difficult, no matter how much you enjoy or hate doing it, do everything as if you were doing that very thing at that very moment for the Lord Jesus Christ, just to please Him.


d.  This is the motivation of the Christian way of life.  This is the mental attitude of the royal family honor code.  This is the motivational principle of living our spiritual life.  This is the mechanics of occupation with Christ.


e.  This statement is the statement of divine motivation for the spiritual life.



(1)  Motivation is what is located inside the individual’s soul inciting action.



(2)  Motivation is either a mental and/or emotional incentive or impulse.  Mental attitude is not emotional.



(3)  A motive is any thought that determines a choice or induces action.



(4)  Inducement is an attractive consideration held out to persuade.  Impulse is an involuntary feeling prompting to act.



(5)  Therefore, motivation is a mental state or emotional force that induces an act of volition.



(6)  Motivation is the design or object one has in any action; hence, it is one’s intention or purpose.  Motivation is an act or process of furnishing with an incentive or inducement to a decision or action or both.



(7)  In the Christian life, the believer is either motivated by Bible doctrine in the soul and the filling of the Holy Spirit, which produces personal love for God, or by the lust pattern of the old sin nature and Satan’s cosmic system which produces human good and evil.



(8)  Attitude toward doctrine and spiritual growth determines proper motivation.



(9)  The word of God is the critic of motivation, Heb 4:12.  Doctrine judges your motivation.



(10)  Evil is the source of anti-Christian motivation, Ps 21:11; 1 Cor 10:5-6; Mk 7:22-23.



(11)  False motivation hinders spiritual growth, Phil 2:14; Job 17:11.



(12)  Divine motivation is the grace of God as seen in the predetermined plan of God, Rom 8:28, 9:11; Eph 1:11, 3:11; 2 Tim 1:9.  Grace and virtue love are the motivators of the essence of God, while justice is the action of the essence of God.



(13)  The great issue in spiritual giving is motivation, 2 Cor 9:7.



(14)  For the mature believer, God turns evil motivation into grace blessing, Gen 50:20.



(15)  The motivation of the mature believer is often maligned, Ex 17:3.


f.  Motivation on the job demands self-motivation from our personal love for God and our unconditional virtuous love for our boss.


g.  How does your soul function toward your job?



(1)  In the self‑consciousness of your soul, you concentrate and merge yourself into your job profile.  You carry out the policies of the company without deviation or distortion as unto the Lord.



(2)  A good mental attitude on the job is the key to mastering the job.  Mental attitude sins contribute to doing a bad job.



(3)  Unconditional love means you will be objective and honest to others on the job.  Therefore, you will recognize authority and have respect for it.  All decisions will be loyal to company policies.



(4)  Appreciation for the Lord giving you a job motivates you to function on the job under the principle of grace orientation.



(5)  The doctrinal principles of integrity in your conscience demand truthfulness with both superiors and subordinates.



(6)  The old sin nature seeks to frustrate all these principles toward working.  Therefore, it is important to recover (1 Jn 1:9) and apply the word of God to maintain an effective mental attitude for work.


h.  Revolting against management, your boss, or authority at work is not the solution to problems on the job.  No social action is ever commanded by the Bible.  Only Bible doctrine in the soul changes things.  The Bible condemns and never commends labor unions.  You are to make it on your own.  “Cursed is the man who trusts in man.”  The solution to labor problems doesn’t lie in strikes.  Strikes only destroy jobs.  Bible doctrine in the soul makes permanent changes in your life.  Social action creates problems.
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