Eph 6:23



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “a state of concord: harmony; a state of well-being: peace, welfare, health, prosperity, etc.”
  Because the emphasis of this letter is on the unity of believers within the royal family of God through the baptism of the Spirit, the translation “harmony” is probably better here than the standard translation “peace.”  This wording is the standard closure of a typical letter at the time of writing.  It is a literally formula used “in epistolary closure, meaning: peace be with you.”
  Then we have the dative masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS, which means “the brethren.”  There are two possibilities for the dative case here:
1.  It is a dative of possession, meaning that Peace/harmony belong to the brethren from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  It is a locative of sphere, meaning that Peace/harmony [exists] among the brethren from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  This necessitates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  The latter is more in keeping with the entire theme of unity in the royal family of God.  We should probably regard this elliptical EIMI as a third person imperative, meaning “[Let there be].”
“[Let there be] harmony among the brethren”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “doctrine” or “what is believed.”  The genitive of association is used “to show a close connection between two nouns, upon the first of which the main emphasis lies Eph 4:2b; 6:23; 1 Tim 1:14; 2:15; 6:6; Col 1:11.”
  The preposition can be translated “with” in the idea of “in accompaniment with” or as we would say in Modern English, “accompanied by.”
“and unconditional love accompanied by doctrine”
- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular noun THEOS plus the genitive in simple apposition from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “from God the Father.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “from the Lord” plus the genitive in simple apposition from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”
“from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Eph 6:23 corrected translation
“[Let there be] harmony among the brethren and unconditional love accompanied by doctrine from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “[Let there be] harmony among the brethren”

a.  The theme of this letter has been the unity of all Church Age believers in the royal family of God through the baptism of the Spirit creating a new spiritual species.

b.  Paul concludes his letter by addressing this same theme, using the standard blessing formula for closing a letter.  The blessing of peace/harmony/prosperity is found frequently in the New Testament letters prior to the final benediction:


(1)  Rom 15:33, “Now the God of peace [prosperity, harmony] be with all of you.  Amen.”


(2)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace (prosperity, harmony, reconciliation) will be with you.”


(3)  Gal 6:16, “And so as many as hold to this standard, peace/harmony/prosperity upon them and mercy; that is, upon the Israel of God.”


(4)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(5)  2 Thes 3:16, “Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace continually in every way.  The Lord is with all of you.”


(6)  Heb 13:20, “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord.”

c.  Peace or reconciliation between God and mankind exists because of what Jesus Christ has done for all of us on the Cross, and this is a blessing which comes from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  However, peace or harmony between Jews and Gentiles has also come from the source of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ because of the unity created within the new spiritual species or royal family of God.


e.  Therefore, peace and harmony now exist among all Church Age believers because “there does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus,” Gal 3:28.

2.  “and unconditional love accompanied by doctrine”

a.  Paul continues with another Christian virtue that exists among the brethren or members of the royal family of God—unconditional love.

b.  Harmony and unconditional love have come to mankind through the plan of God the Father, the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross, and the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Unconditional love is accompanied by or goes with Bible doctrine.  The word of God teaches and demands unconditional love toward all, which maintains harmony among the brethren.


d.  Unconditional love (AGAPĒ) and faith/doctrine (PISTIS) are combined by Paul in two other statements:



(1)  1 Tim 1:14, “Moreover, the grace of our Lord superabounded with doctrine and unconditional love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:15, “if they continue in doctrine and unconditional love.”

e.  Harmony cannot exist among the brethren without unconditional love toward all.

f.  Unconditional love toward all the brethren cannot exist without doctrinal orientation in the soul.


g.  Doctrine comes from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  Unconditional love comes from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


i.  Therefore, harmony and peace among the members of the royal family come from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

a.  God the Father planned the harmony, unconditional love, and Bible doctrine that would exist in the souls of believers in eternity past.

b.  God the Son implemented the Father’s plan to produce harmony, unconditional love and Bible doctrine in the souls of believers in time.

c.  God the Father planned that there would be peace between the members of the Trinity and mankind, while the Lord executed and fulfilled that plan.


d.  God the Father planned that there would be the greatest demonstration of God’s unconditional love on the Cross and our Lord executed that demonstration.


e.  God the Father planned that the thinking of God would exist in the souls of believers and those believers would act upon that thinking.  God the Son fulfilled this plan in His perfect humanity and has given us His own divine thinking to do likewise in the fulfillment of our spiritual life.

f.  Everything we have, everything we are, and everything we will ever be have come to us from the ultimate source of God the Father and God the Son.  God the Holy Spirit plays no less a role in making all this happen, for He works quietly behind the scenes to affect everything.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 287). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 288). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 637). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

