Eph 6:17



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PERIKEPHALAIA, which means “a helmet.”  Literally it is something going around the head.  With this we have the genitive of apposition or definition from the neuter singular article and adjective SWTĒRIOS, meaning, as an adjective: “the saving, delivering, preserving, or bringing salvation; but when used as a substantive (as we have here in our passage) in the neuter, it means the means of deliverance, then also the deliverance itself.”
  This is followed by the second person plural aorist deponent imperative from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to take something in hand, grasp something Lk 16:6f; a cup 22:17; a helmet Eph 6:17.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  Notice that Paul has stopped using the temporal participles and gone back to the imperative mood.
“and grasp the helmet of deliverance”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MACHAIRA, which means “the sword” and was the eighteen inch double-edged short sword of the Roman infantryman.  With this we have the ablative of origin/source from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “from the Spirit.”  This cannot be a genitive of apposition or definition as we have had previously, because the following relative clause is used as the explanation or definition by Paul of what he means.
“and the sword from the Spirit,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the previous noun PNEUMA, “which Spirit.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the sword from the Spirit is something, which is about to be described.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun HRĒMA, which means “word, statement, proclamation, declaration, or teaching.”  Finally, we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” with God as the subject producing the action of speaking, declaring, teaching, or proclaiming.
“which is the word of God.”
Eph 6:17 corrected translation
“and grasp the helmet of deliverance and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “and grasp the helmet of deliverance”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, hold your ground, after you have put your combat belt around your waist with truth, and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness, and after you have put combat boots on your feet with readiness from the gospel of peace, along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith, by means of which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one; and grasp the helmet of deliverance and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

b.  Paul certainly had in mind Isa 59:17, when he wrote these words, “He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; and He put on garments of vengeance for clothing and wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.”

c.  In this verse Paul names the last two pieces of equipment the Roman soldier would pick up and make ready for use.  The next to last thing picked up and put on was the helmet.  It was hot and heavy, and every infantry soldier who has ever lived can’t wait to get their helmet off when not in combat, and can’t wait to get it on, when in combat.

d.  The helmet is again a defensive piece of equipment, which protects the part of our human body that does the thinking.  By analogy, the deliverance from the Last Judgment, which we have received from our eternal salvation at the moment of faith in Christ, is a key thought for us to grasp and defend ourselves with at the moment of satanic attack.


e.  We have been delivered from the Last Judgment.  We are going to heaven.  We have eternal security.  This thought is one of the greatest protections of the spiritual life; for we can always fall back on the certain knowledge that our Lord has completely delivered us from spiritual death, Rom 8:1.

f.  Therefore, no matter how bad things get in this life or how terrible the testing, attacks, and unfair disasters of life, we can firmly grasp the thought of our deliverance and eternal salvation in Christ Jesus, our Lord.


g.  Rom 5:9-10, “Much more therefore, having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death on the cross], we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.  For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son [and we were], much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by means of His life.”

h.  Rom 8:35-39, “Who shall separate us from the virtue-love of Christ?  Shall tribulation [historical disaster/circumstantial pressure], or anguish [mental pressure], or persecution, or famine, or destitution, or danger [physical or natural catastrophe i.e., earthquake] or sword [crime, violence, war]?  As it stands written [Ps 44:22], ‘For Your [Jesus Christ] sake we are being put to death the whole day; we have been considered as sheep for slaughter.’  Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] who loves us.  Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God [the Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

i.  2 Cor 4:8-10, “We are afflicted in every way, but not overwhelmed; we are left unprovided for, but not in great difficulty, being persecuted, but not forsaken; being physically hurt, but not destroyed, at all times carrying about in the body the death of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body.”

j.  Col 1:13, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”

k.  2 Thes 3:1-3, “Finally, brethren, pray concerning us that the word of the Lord might make progress and be glorified as also with you, and that we be delivered from evil and degenerate men.  For not all men have doctrine.  Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”

l.  2 Tim 3:10-11, “Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance], my persecutions, my sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra, such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”

m.  2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, in order that through me the public proclamation [of the gospel] might be fully accomplished and that all the Gentiles [leaders of the Roman Empire] might hear; in fact, I was delivered from the mouth of the lion.”
2.  “and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

a.  The last piece of equipment that a Roman sword picked up was his short sword.  This is the only offensive weapon mentioned; however, we use it defensively against Satan, just as the humanity of Christ did against the Satanic attacks in Mt 4:1-11.  The other Greek word for a sword is the HROMPHAIA, which is a large Thracian board-sword similar to the six foot tall Celtic board-sword.  The Roman short sword was called a gladius.

b.  This sword is the word of God and comes to us as a weapon of spiritual warfare from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

c.  The Holy Spirit teaches our human spirit the word of God according to 1 Cor 2:10-13 “But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.”

d.  The sword of the word of God is attached to the combat belt of truth in verse 14.  The word of God is the truth, and the truth supports the word of God.


e.  We cannot defend ourselves without the truth, and we cannot know the truth without the sword of the word of God from the Spirit.


f.  Satan attacks us through sword thrusts and slashes of false doctrine, lies, and deception.  We must parry (evade, elude, ward off, circumvent) these thrusts with the truth of the word of God.  You might ask, “Why can’t we just use the shield of faith?”  After three or four seven foot long javelins and a couple of dozen arrows were stuck to the shield it became impossible to carry or balance and would fall forward away from the Roman soldier.  At that point the enemy had closed to within a few yards, and hand-to-hand combat with the sword was imminent.


g.  The defensive use of the short sword is the problem solving device of doctrinal orientation to life.  Doctrinal orientation to life is knowing and applying doctrines to the various problems of life as the primary meaning of dealing with normal, day-to-day, defensive operations in the spiritual life.

h.  The word of God is our counterattack force in the defensive operation against Satan and his multifarious attacks.  When a military force goes into defensive action, a portion of that force is always held in reserve as the counterattack force to meet the enemy wherever the weakest point on the battlefield occurs.  The word of God is our ready response force, which is held in reserve to shore up our defenses, when the walls of our soul are about to be breeched.

i.  Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
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