Eph 6:12
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- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout our spiritual life on earth and is an absolute fact.


The active voice indicates that our warfare produces the action of being what is about to be described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of possession from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us” in the sense of “belonging to us.”  It can be translated “our.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PALĒ, which means “engagement in a challenging contest (originally it was the word for ‘wrestling’, then came to be used of fights or battles).  It means: struggle against and is used of the Christians’ fight against the powers of darkness Eph 6:12.”
  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of hostile relationship from the neuter singular noun HAIMA, meaning “against blood” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “flesh.”
“because our struggle is not against blood and flesh,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of hostile relationship from the feminine plural article and noun ARCHĒ, which means “against rulers.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of hostile relationship from the feminine plural article and noun EXOUSIA, which means “against authorities.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of hostile relationship from the masculine plural article and noun KOSMOKRATWR, which means “against world-rulers (used of world-ruling gods; of spirit beings, who have parts of the cosmos under their control; of evil spirits, i.e., the rulers of this sinful world.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, meaning “of darkness” with the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
“but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness,”
- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of hostile relationship from the neuter plural article and adjective PNEUMATIKOS, used as a substantive and meaning literally “against the spiritual things” and referring to “(evil) spirits—the spirit-forces of evil Eph 6:12.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PONĒRIA, which means “of evil, wickedness, baseness, maliciousness, or sinfulness.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and adjective EPOURANIOS, used as a substantive, and meaning “in the heavenlies or in the heavenly places.”
“against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”
Eph 6:12 corrected translation
“because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”
Explanation:
1.  “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Put on the full armor from God in order that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies produced by the devil, because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”

b.  Paul continues his sentence by explaining why we must put on the full armor from God.

c.  We are in a spiritual war, whether we like it or not.  There are no conscientious objectors in this spiritual warfare.  You are either fighting for or against God as clearly stated by our Lord in Mt 12:30 and Lk 11:23, “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”

d.  We are not in a physical struggle against Satan and his fallen companions, but in a fight for what is true, what is right, and what is real.


e.  We are in a spiritual warfare that has everything to do with what we think, what we decide, and what we do.


f.  The phrase ‘blood and flesh’ refers to other human beings, because angels don’t have either blood or flesh.  1 Cor 15:40, “[There are] both celestial bodies and [there are] terrestrial bodies.  But on the one hand the glory of the celestial [is] one kind, but on the other hand the [glory] of the terrestrial [is] a different kind.”

g.  Our fight, struggle, warfare is not against other men, but against the unseen forces of evil, who are doing everything they can to create anger, hatred, malice, revenge, greed, prejudice, lust, religion, and so many other evil things in this world.

2.  “but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness,”

a.  Instead of being at war with other people, the royal family is really at war with various categories of angelic creatures.  Paul now lists the various categories of these fallen angels.

b.  The word “rulers” refers to those who are in charge of various demon armies, such as Abaddon, Rev 9:11, “They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.”


(1)  These ruler angels would be equivalent to general officers in a modern army.


(2)  Paul used the word ARCHĒ to refer to demon rulers in:




(a)  Eph 1:20-21, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven far beyond every ruler and authority, both angelic power and angelic lord; that is, every title that can be named, not only in this age [Church Age] but also in the one destined to come [millennium].”



(b)  Eph 3:10, “in order that the very diversified wisdom of God might be made known at the present time to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places by the Church.”


(3)  This term is also used by Paul for demon rulers in:




(a)  Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether [angelic] rulers or authorities, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”



(b)  Col 2:15, “Having disarmed the [angelic] rulers and the authorities, He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”  God the Father certainly did not do this to any human ruler or authority.

c.  The word “authorities” refers to angelic field grade officers in the demon armies.  These are the angels who work as the staff officers for the ruler-demons.  As we saw above they are mentioned also in Eph 3:10; Col 1:16 and 2:15.

d.  The third category is the political category in the angelic forces.  Just as we have military and political leaders, so also is the makeup of the angelic demon realm.



(1)  These ruler-demons also have authority to influence nations of the earth.  They work on political rulers to influence them to make decisions compatible with Satan’s plan, will, and objectives for human history.  A biblical example is given in Dan 10:1-21 (read).  A modern example would be the demon influence of Hitler to exterminate the Jews.



(2)  They are also mentioned by Paul in Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether [angelic] rulers or authorities,…”  Notice these angelic kings and lords are distinguished from the angelic rulers and authorities.


e.  The phrase “of this darkness” clearly indicates Satan’s world-order or cosmic system.  The term darkness is often used for his kingdom on earth.



(1)  2 Cor 6:14-15, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?  And what [is] the agreement of Christ with Beliar, or what [is] the portion for the believer with the unbeliever?”


(2)  Eph 5:11, “Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness [the cosmic system], but instead even expose [them].”


(3)  Col 1:13, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”


(4)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”


(5)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


(6)  1 Jn 1:5-6, “And this is the message which we have heard from Him and have communicated to you, namely, that God is light and there is absolutely not any darkness in Him.  If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”


(7)  1 Jn 2:8-9, “On the other hand, I am writing a new command to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the genuine light [love from Bible doctrine] is already shining [the Church Age believer’s execution of the spiritual life].  The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life] and yet hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.”


(8)  1 Jn 2:11, “But the one who hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [function in the cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”


(9)  Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”
3.  “against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”

a.  Finally, Paul clearly defines who these rulers, authorities, and world-rulers of this darkness are.  They are the spirit-forces of evil who live in the first and second heavens.

b.  The heavenlies refer to the first heaven, which is the atmosphere around the earth, and the second heaven, which is the stellar universe.  These are the two heavenly places where Satan and his demon forces conduct their activities, live, and rule.  Satan is the ruler of the universe, Eph 2:2, “in the sphere of which [sins] you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air [Satan], over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience [unbelievers].”  The third heaven, where God is, is not a part of Satan’s kingdom, rule, or influence.

c.  Angels are spirits.  These angels are designated as “evil.”  These angels produce evil in the world.


(1)  The fallen angels function under the command of Satan to hinder the successful outcome of God in any part of Satan’s appeal trial.  (Human history is Satan’s appeal trial.  He appealed God’s verdict of sending himself and the fallen angels to the eternal lake of fire.)



(2)  The elect angels function under the command of the Lord Jesus Christ for the divine purposes related to human history and the resolution of Satan’s appeal trial.



(3)  Everything the fallen angels do to try and prevent the execution of their sentence to the lake of fire is a part of evil.  Everything that is done to attempt to counteract the will of God is the function of evil.

d.  Our spiritual battle and warfare is against all the evil systems of thinking that Satan and the fallen angels produce in the world to attempt to hinder the plan, will, and purpose of God to demonstrate His love.


e.  Rejection of God’s love is the epitome of evil.
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