Eph 6:10



- is the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular article and adjective LOIPOS.  The adjective means “remaining, what is left over, what remains, other, the rest of, and as an adverbial expression: from now on, in the future, Gal 6:17.  In Eph 6:10 the meaning is probably “Finally,” bringing the matter to a conclusion as is frequently found in the expression as a transition to something new (Phil 3:1), especially when it comes near the end of a literary work 2 Cor 13:11; Phil 4:8; 1 Thes 4:1; 2 Thes 3:1.”
  The reason, “from now on” makes no sense is because these Ephesian believers had already started becoming strong by means of the Lord ten years prior to this.  Paul is not saying to them, “Okay, you’ve been fooling around long enough with not living the spiritual life, from now on you must start living the spiritual life.”  On the contrary, they and the Philippian church were the cream of the crop of Paul’s churches.  They were already strong doctrinally by means of the teaching of the Spirit.  Therefore, an injunction to start becoming strong from now on makes no sense.  However, as a final injunction and thought to leave them with, considering everything else Paul has said previously, this phrase makes perfect sense as the introduction to the conclusion of the letter.  Therefore, it should be translated “Finally” instead of “From now on.”
“Finally,”
- is the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb ENDUNAMOW, which means “to become able to function or do something: become strong, used in the passive voice with an active sense, usually used of inner or moral strength:  grow strong in faith Rom 4:20; Eph 6:10; become strong in grace 2 Tim 2:1.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive customary present, which regards an action that began in the past as continuing in the present and expected to continue in the future.  It is an action that regularly occurs or is an ongoing state.  The action is usually iterative or repeated, but not without interruption.  The word continually can be used in translation to bring out this concept.

The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of becoming strong, while used in an active sense, the believer also produces the action of becoming strong by following the command stated here.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “by the agency of the Lord.”  The instrumental of agency is used on rare occasions to express personal agency when the verb is in the middle or passive voice, which we have here.  The question is, “To whom does the title the Lord refer?”  Does it refer to the Lord Jesus Christ or to God the Holy Spirit. 


1.  In Eph 5:18-21 we had the command “be filled by means of the Spirit…with the result of being subordinate to one another because of respect for Christ.”

2.  Then in Eph 5:22-6:9, Paul gives illustrations of how this principle applies to wives, husbands, children, fathers, employees, and employers.


3.  Paul now restates the principle of Eph 5:18 in a different way as a summation of what he previously said and as an introductory transition to his concluding principles in the epistle.


4.  Therefore, it makes perfect sense that this refers back to the Holy Spirit, who also has the title the Lord in 2 Cor 3:17, “Now the Lord is the Spirit.”
“continually become strong by agency of the Lord [the Holy Spirit];”
- is the explicative or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” with the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun KRATOS, which means “might, strength, power, rule, or sovereignty.”  Finally, we have the genitive feminine singular article and noun ISCHUS with the third masculine singular possessive genitive intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His strength, power, or might.”  There are a number of possibilities for this genitive.  It could be:


1.  A possessive genitive, meaning “by means of the strength belonging to His power.”

2.  A genitive of source, meaning “by means of the strength from the source of His power.”

3.  A genitive of production, meaning “by means of the strength produced by His power.”

4.  A genitive of association, meaning “by means of the strength associated with His power.”
The genitive of production seems to fit best with this context.
“that is, by means of the strength produced by His power.”
Eph 6:10 corrected translation
“Finally, continually become strong by agency of the Lord [the Holy Spirit]; that is, by means of the strength produced by His power.”
Explanation:
1.  “Finally,”

a.  Paul now begins the concluding principles of his letter.

b.  He brings to a conclusion everything he has said concerning all that God had done for us and all that God expects of us.

c.  The summary of all our invisible assets and all of God’s commands is that we must live the spiritual life of the Church by means of the two power options of the spiritual life.


d.  The two power options of the spiritual life are: the filling of the Spirit (Eph 5:18) and Bible doctrine in our soul (all the doctrinal principles of the rest of this epistle and the rest of the word of God).


e.  The greatest command of the spiritual life is to love one another, which cannot be accomplished apart from the motivation of personal love for God and the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


f.  Therefore, Paul now turns his attention to what we must do to live the spiritual life he has described in this letter.

2.  “continually become strong by agency of the Lord [the Holy Spirit];”

a.  As believers, we must become strong.  The passive voice indicates this is something we receive rather than something we do from our own ability and power.

b.  Paul defines how we become strong here by indicating the person through whom this happens.

c.  We become strong by the agency of God.  The member of the Trinity that provides the power for the execution of the spiritual life is God the Holy Spirit.

d.  Paul follows up the command to be filled with the Spirit in Eph 5:18 with a parallel command here to continue to become strong by Him.


e.  Becoming strong is not a one time decision.  It is a daily series of decisions to be filled with the Spirit, to learn the word of God, and to apply the word of God.


f.  We must continually do these three things every day of our spiritual life.


g.  Becoming strong is a continuous process that never ends during our spiritual life.


h.  Every time we sin, we become weak again, and must use the recovery procedure of acknowledging our sin or sins to God, in order to become strong again by the agency of the Holy Spirit.


i.  Every time we metabolize doctrine and make it a part of our norms and standards, we become stronger in our system of beliefs.


(1)  Acts 15:32, “Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message.”


(2)  Heb 13:9, “Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited.”

j.  Every time we apply doctrine to given situations in life we put muscle on our faith and grow stronger in our faith, trust, and confidence in God.


k.  In Rom 1:11 Paul says that the Roman believers would be strengthened by Paul’s use of his spiritual gifts of teaching, “Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.”

l.  Eph 3:16 also teaches that we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit, “that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being.”  Paul is saying exactly the same thing in our verse as he did in Eph 3:16 only using different words.

m.  Our Lord Jesus Christ also strengthens us according to 1 Tim 1:12, “I keep on having grace by the One who keeps on strengthening me, Christ Jesus our Lord,” and 2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me,” and He does this through the two power options of the spiritual life.

3.  “that is, by means of the strength produced by His power.”

a.  Paul concludes his thought with an explanatory phrase to ensure that what he has just written is not misunderstood.

b.  Paul commands us to become strong by means of the strength produced by God’s power, that is by the two power options of the spiritual life and not by our own power.

c.  Trying to live the spiritual life in the energy of the flesh; that is, in our own talents, abilities, and personality dynamics will not work.


d.  We must live the spiritual life by means of the power which only comes from God.


e.  God’s power is found in two immutable sources—the empowerment we receive from the Holy Spirit and the understanding and motivation we receive from the teaching of the word of God.  Together these two sources of power combine to produce an undefeatable strength in our spiritual life.


f.  This is why Paul was able to say in Phil 4:13, “I have the power to do all things by means of the One [Holy Spirit] who keeps on empowering me.”
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