Eph 5:9



- introduces a parenthetical statement of explanation by Paul.  This thought is an aside, a short digression or afterthought.  It is not part of the main thought line, but a necessary adjunct to the main thought.  It is introduced by the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KARPOS, which literally means ‘fruit’ but is used figuratively for “result, outcome, product as in: Gal 5:22; Jn 15:5, 8, 16; Phil 1:11; Jam 3:18; Heb 12:11.”
  With this we have the genitive of production from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “the production of the light.”  “The genitive substantive produces the noun to which it stands related.  For the word of supply produced by.  This usage is similar to a subjective genitive, but the genitive of production is either not related to a verbal noun or expresses a relation to a verbal noun that is better translated as “produced by” than by converting the genitive into the subject and converting the noun to which it stands related into a verbal form.”
  Literally this says: “the fruit produced by the light,” which creates the problem of a mixed metaphor (two metaphors ‘fruit’ and ‘light’ being used to describe one another, which produces greater confusion rather than clarity).  Therefore, instead of saying, “the production produced by the light,” I simplify the translation to: “the production of the light,” which indicates that the light is the subject producing the action of ‘production’.  There is no verb here, but rather we have the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“(for the production of the light [is]”
 - is the preposition EN plus dative of rule (which is a subcategory of the locative of sphere).  “The dative substantive specifies the rule or code a person follows or the standard of conduct to which he or she conforms.  This usage is rare.  Before the dative supply the words according to, or in conformity with.  This category seems to fit under the broader umbrella of local dative in a loose way.  It seems close to sphere as well as means in its nuance.  In fact, there are occasions when a dative of rule apparently functions in a double-duty capacity with one or the other of these nuances.  …it suggests boundary—that is, a ‘standard’ is a measure within which one remains.”
  With the preposition we have the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun AGATHWSUNĒ, which means “a positive moral quality characterized especially by interest in the welfare of others; it is translated: goodness Rom 15:14; Eph 5:9; 2 Thes 1:11; and generosity Gal 5:22.”
  “It indicates the quality which a man has who is ‘good’ and therefore moral excellence as well as goodness.”

This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of rule from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “righteousness.”  Finally we have the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of rule from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “truth.”
“in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth)”
Eph 5:9 corrected translation
“(for the production of the light [is] in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth)”
Explanation:
1.  “(for the production of the light [is]”

a.  Paul began a new thought at the end of verse 8 and interrupts his own thought with a slight digression in this verse.  The thought with the digression is “Continue walking as children of light (for the production of the light [is] in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth) constantly finding out what is pleasing to the Lord.”


(1) Notice that the main thought is “Continue walking as children of light, constantly finding out what is pleasing to the Lord.”



(a)  We walk as children of light by finding out what is pleasing to the Lord.




(b)  Finding out what is pleasing to the Lord is learning the word of God.




(c)  Therefore, continuing to walk as children of the light is to continue learning the word of God.



(2)  The additional thought that Paul throws in the middle of his main thought is that there is spiritual production that comes out of living the spiritual life.  That spiritual production is in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth.



(3)  Both thoughts are essential to the original command to continue walking as children of light; for we cannot execute the command to walk as children of light without learning the word of God and then executing what we have learned through how we live our spiritual life.

b.  The word ‘light’ is a metaphor for the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Paul is saying that the production of the spiritual life is in conformity with all goodness, righteousness, and truth.

c.  We know from Gal 5:22-23a (“But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy, harmony, patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”) that the production of the spiritual life is accomplished through or by means of the power of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  Production in the spiritual life is the execution of the will of God.


e.  Production in the spiritual life is doing divine good—executing the will of God.

f.  If we live the spiritual life that God has designed for us, then we are going to produce divine good.



(1)  If we are influenced by the Holy Spirit, we are going to produce divine good.



(2)  If we learn, believe, and act upon the teaching of the word of God, we are going to produce divine good.



(3)  If we obey God, we are going to produce divine good.



(4)  If we walk in the light (1 Jn 1:7), we are going to produce divine good.


(5)  If we continue walking as children of light (Eph 5:8), we are going to produce divine good.


g.  It is impossible to live the spiritual life of the Church Age without executing the will of God, and therefore, producing divine good.


h.  Living the spiritual life produces results or production, which comes by means of the power of the Spirit and the volition of the believer.  The standard to which this production conforms is mentioned in the last part of this parenthetical statement.

2.  “in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth)”

a.  All good or production in the spiritual life must conform with divine standards.

b.  There are three divine standards mentioned here: goodness, righteousness, and truth.

c.  All production of the spiritual life is in conformity with divine goodness.



(1)  God is good and produces good.



(a)  Gen 50:20, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”



(b)  Ps 73:1, “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart!”



(c)  Ps 109:21, “But You, O God, the Lord, deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; Because Your unfailing love is good, deliver me.”



(d)  Mk 10:18; Lk 18:19, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.”



(e)  Acts 10:38, “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”



(f)  Rom 8:28, “In fact we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good, to those who are the called ones according to the plan.”



(g)  Phil 2:13, “for the One who works in you both to will and to work for the sake of His will and good pleasure is God [the Holy Spirit].”


(2)  God expects us to produce the same goodness as He produces.




(a)  Micah 6:8, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”



(b)  Rom 12:2, “Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”



(c)  2 Cor 9:8, “Now God is able to make all grace overflow to you, in order that, having all sufficiency in everything at all times, you might overflow in every good deed,”



(d)  Eph 2:10, “for intrinsically good actions which God prepared in advance, that we should walk in them.”



(e)  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”



(f)  1 Tim 2:1-3, “Therefore, I urge first of all that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made on behalf of all mankind, on behalf of kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead an tranquil and quiet life in all respect for God and integrity.  This is good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior.”



(g)  2 Tim 3:17, “in order that the man of God may be capable and proficient, having been equipped for every intrinsic good task [action].”



(h)  Tit 3:8, “Faithful is the Word.  And so concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, in order that those who have believed God [Jesus Christ] might be intent to be concerned about intrinsic good production.  These things are noble and profitable for mankind.”



(i)  Heb 13:16, “And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”



(j)  3 Jn 1:11, “Dear friend, stop following what is evil but follow what is good.  The one who keeps on doing what is right is from the source of God [in the sense of representing Him].  The one who keeps on doing what is wrong [evil] does not understand God.”

d.  All production of the spiritual life is in conformity with divine righteousness.



(1)  What God does is always compatible with His perfect righteousness.  God’s righteousness will not permit Him to do anything that is not compatible with His own righteousness.



(2)  Therefore, God expects us to do those things that are compatible with His righteousness.



(3)  We are required by God to do the right thing.  This is why we must be fair, honorable, just, honest, and have integrity with regard to all men at all times under all circumstances.



(4)  God expects us to do what is right; that is, what is in conformity with His standards of right and wrong.



(a)  Ex 15:26, “And He said, ‘If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.”



(b)  Dt 6:18, “You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the Lord swore to give your fathers.”



(c)  Dt 12:8, “You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes.”



(d)  Dt 21:9, “So you shall remove the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do what is right in the eyes of the Lord.”



(e)  1 Kg 11:38, “Then it will be, that if you listen to all that I command you and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.”



(f)  2 Cor 13:7, “Now we pray to God that you do not produce any evil, not that we might have the appearance of being tested and approved, but that you might begin to produce that which is noble (as though we might be the unapproved ones).”



(g)  1 Pet 2:20, “For what credit [is it], if while sinning and being beaten you endure?  But if while doing good and suffering you endure, this [is] blessing from God.”



(h)  1 Pet 3:6, “like Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him ‘lord’, whose children you are, if you do what is good and do not fear any intimidation.”

e.  All production of the spiritual life is in conformity with absolute truth.



(1)  God is truth.  God is absolute truth and only communicates absolute truth.



(2)  Therefore, all production from the spiritual life must be in conformity with the absolute truth of the word of God.



(3)  Not only are we to speak the truth at all times, but we are to do everything based upon God’s absolute truth, which is the only standard we have for real truth.




(a)  Ex 34:6, “Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in unfailing love and truth.”



(b)  1 Sam 12:24, “Only fear the Lord and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.”



(c)  2 Sam 2:6, “Now may the Lord show unfailing love and truth to you; and I also will show this goodness to you, because you have done this thing.”



(d)  Ps 25:10, “All the paths of the Lord are unfailing love and truth to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.”



(e)  Ps 51:6, “Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, and in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom.”



(f)  Ps 89:14, “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; unfailing love and truth go before You.”



(g)  Ps 108:4, “For Your unfailing love is great above the heavens, and Your truth reaches to the skies.”



(h)  Ps 111:7, “The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His precepts are sure.”



(i)  Ps 117:2, “For His unfailing love is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord is everlasting.  Praise the Lord!”



(j)  Ps 119:160, “The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.”



(k)  Prov 3:3, “Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.”



(l)  Mt 22:16; Mk 12:14; Lk 20:21, “And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any.”



(m)  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”



(n)  Jn 1:17, “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.”



(o)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”



(p)  Jn 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”



(q)  1 Cor 13:6, “[Unconditional-love] does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth;”



(r)  2 Cor 13:8, “Certainly we can do nothing against the truth but for the truth.”



(s)  Eph 6:14, “Therefore, hold your ground, after you have buckled your combat gear around your waist with truth and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness.”



(t)  1 Jn 1:6, “If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”



(u)  2 Jn 1:4, “I was very pleased because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth, just as we have received a command from the Father.”



(v)  3 Jn 1:4, “I have no greater happiness than these things, that I keep hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in truth [doctrine].”
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