Eph 5:3



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PORNEIA, which means “unlawful sexual intercourse: prostitution, fornication.”
  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun AKATHARSIA, which means “immorality, vileness especially of sexual sins, used with PORNEIA in 2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19; Col 3:5; Eph 5:3.”
 Since this refers to sexual sins it should be translated “sexual immorality.”  With this we also have the nominative feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  This is followed by the coordinating conjunction Ē, which is translated “or.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PLEONEXIA, which means “the state of desiring to have more than one’s due: greediness, insatiableness, avarice, covetousness.”
  This is not referring to monetary greed, but sexual greed, sexual insatiableness, and sexual covetousness.  Since it is a state of desiring, we could call it insatiable sexual desire.
“But fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire”
- is the ascensive use of the negative adverb MĒDE, which “expresses a final addition or point of focus.  It is often translated not even.  This classification is usually determined by the context.  Conjunctions that function this way are KAI, DE, and MĒDE.”
  Then we have the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb ONOMAZW, which means “to call or name in the active voice; but to pronounce a name or word, name a name, use a name/word: is not even to be mentioned among you (much less is it actually to be practiced) Eph 5:3.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a maxim in the spiritual life of the Church Age.  This is universally true at all times, in all places, for all members of the royal family.


The passive voice indicates that fornication, all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire receives the action of not even being mentioned.


The imperative mood is a command, which should be translated “must not be mentioned” rather than “should not be mentioned,” which implies that it might be alright to do it sometimes.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
“must not even be mentioned among you,”
- is the adverb of manner KATHWS, used as a conjunction, translated “as” and indicating the manner in which something is to proceed.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PREPW, which means “be fitting, suitable, proper, right; ‘it was fitting that we should have such a high priest Heb 7:26; 1 Tim 2:10; Tit 2:1.”
  Finally, we have the dative of advantage from the masculine plural adjective HAGIOS, meaning “for the saints” or with the full idea of the dative advantage expressed “for the advantage or benefit of the saints.”
“as is proper for the saints;”
Eph 5:3 corrected translation
“But fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire must not even be mentioned among you, as is proper for the saints;”
Explanation:
1.  “But fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire”

a.  Paul continues by setting up a mild contrast with his command to continue walking in the sphere of unconditional love.  The previous command was a positive command, and the command in this statement is a negative command, thus the mild contrast.

b.  The subject of this sentence is in contrast to the genuine love of the spiritual life—unconditional love.  The subject here is the pseudo-love of sexual sins.

c.  Throughout the history of the world Satan has taught the false doctrine that sex is love.  Sex is not love.  Sex in marriage is the recreation of genuine personal love.


d.  Satan’s doctrine of demons claims that any kind of sex is an expression of love, and therefore, cannot be wrongdoing.  The Scriptures teach otherwise.


e.  There are three descriptions of sexual sins mentioned here.



(1)  Fornication.




(a)  This is sex outside of marriage between two people who are not married to each other or anyone else.  Adultery is sex with someone other than your marriage partner.




(b)  Fornication is declared to be a sin in the following Scriptures:





i.  Mt 15:19; Mk 7:21, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”




ii.  Acts 15:20, 29; Acts 21:25, “but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.”


(2)  Sexual immorality.




(a)  This refers to all the rest of the sexual sins other than fornication.




(b)  It is mentioned in:





i.  1 Cor 6:13, “Foods are for the stomach and the stomach is for foods, but God will do away with both this stomach and those foods.  Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the advantage of the Lord, and the Lord is for the advantage of the body.”




ii.  1 Cor 6:18, “Avoid sexual immorality.  Every kind of sin, which a person might commit, is independent of the body.  But the one who practices sexual immorality keeps on sinning against his own body.”




iii.  1 Cor 7:2, “But because of sexual immorality each man may have his own wife and each woman may have her own husband.”




iv.  2 Cor 12:21, “Let not my God humiliate me again before you, when I come; and yet I will mourn over many of those who have previously sinned and have not changed their mind because of their immorality both the unlawful sexual intercourse and the licentiousness which they have practiced.”




v.  Gal 5:19, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins,”




vi.  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”




vii.  1 Thes 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality.”


(3)  Insatiable sexual desire.  This refers to all the sexual sins not related to sex with another person, such as voyeurism, masturbation, pornography, sexual fantasizing, etc. 
2.  “must not even be mentioned among you,”

a.  Paul now makes his point by issuing a command.  This is not a suggestion (“should”) but a command (“must not”).

b.  Obviously fornication, adultery, sexual orgies, homosexuality, lesbianism, pimping, prostitution, voyeurism, masturbation, pornography, and sexual fantasizing must not be engaged in as we saw in the passages previously mentioned.  But Paul makes an even stronger demand—these things are not a matter of public discussion.  Paul is doing the same kind of thing our Lord did when He taught the more stringent principle against mental adultery in Mt 5:27-28, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

c.  Parents should teach their teenage children what these things are and why they are wrong, but that is done in the privacy of the home.


d.  Pastors should teach these things as a function of the teaching of the word of God.


e.  But these are not topics for discussions at parties, around the water cooler, or in any other public setting.


f.  Sex is not something to joke about, kid about, or play around with.  Sex is a very serious topic, which God has confined to marriage.  Married people have every right to talk about it and discuss it with each other.  They need to, since it is God’s recreation gift to them.  However, sex is not something that should be discussed by others, unless they are married or engaged to be married.


g.  There is a need for the teaching of sex education, but not the way it is being taught in our schools today—that all sex is legitimate and should be tolerated by all people.  That’s not what the Bible teaches.


h.  Sex is not a topic for Christian discussions, unless it is a discussion to understand the teaching of Scripture.


i.  Sexual sins are self-love and have nothing to do with unconditional love for others.


j.  Therefore, Paul issues the command not to mention sexual sins, because it is only one short step from discussing it to practicing it.

3.  “as is proper for the saints;”

a.  There is a protocol for Church Age believers.  The word “saints” as we have seen in Eph 1:1, 15, 18; 2:19; 3:8, 18; and 4:12 refers to the body and bride of Christ; that is, believers in this dispensation of human history.

b.  The protocol for Church Age believers is unconditional love toward all.

c.  Sexual sins are devoid of love.  There is only love of self in sexual sins.


d.  Love of self and unconditional love are mutually exclusive.


e.  You cannot love someone else and commit sexual sins with them.


f.  Your state of sinfulness blocks and prevents you from having any capacity for love.


g.  Carnality is a state of lack of honor, virtue, and integrity.  Therefore, in carnality a person has no capacity for loving the other person.  They only have the capacity for getting what they want.  The lust pattern of the sin nature is in control of their soul.  Therefore, they are going to follow the dictates of the lust pattern and attempt to get what they want.  This means they may have to tell you in a thousand words or less how much they love you as long as it gets them what they want—sex with you.


h.  Our protocol is to treat other people with honor, virtue, and integrity at all times, which is covered under the single command ‘You will love your neighbor as yourself’.

i.  Our protocol is thoughtfulness and consideration of others.  Committing sexual sins with another person is being thoughtless of them.  You have helped them get out of fellowship with God.  There is no thoughtfulness in that.  You are only being considerate of yourself.


j.  If it is not proper for those in union with Christ to have sex outside of marriage, then it is also not proper for those in union with Christ to make sexual comments and innuendos outside of marriage.


k.  God made sex the most wonderful gift to mankind, and it is not to be treated with disrespect as Satan has done throughout the history of the world.


l.  If sex is your favorite topic of conversation with others, then you are under the influence of the doctrine of demons and need a new standard from doctrine in your soul.  That is why Paul made this statement to the Ephesian believers.  He did not want them distracted from their spiritual advance by the preeminence of sex that existed in the Greek and Roman culture, just as it exists in our culture.
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