Eph 5:28



- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “In this manner, So, thus” when it refers to what has preceded in the context.  It means “in this manner” or “as follows” when it refers to what follows in the next statement.  Here it refers back to what has previously been said in Eph 5:25, “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church.”  Paul repeats the same injunction here as he did in verse 25 to bring his readers back to his main thought after his digression to discuss the sanctification of the Church.  Therefore, “So” refers to the manner in which Christ also loved the Church.  In addition to this, we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” which occurs both here and in the phrase in verse 25 “as Christ also loved the Church.”  This use of “also” echoes the previous use of “also.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb OPHEILW, which means “to be obligated.”

The present tense is a customary-progressive present for an action that is reasonably expected to continue during one’s marriage.


The active voice indicates that Christian husbands produce the action of being obligated.


The indicative mood is declarative, which indicates that what is described here is a fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANĒR, which means “husbands.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The present tense is a customary-progressive present (as above).


The active voice indicates that the Christian husband produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the previous verb OPHEILW.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun GUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “their own wives.”
“So also husbands are obligated to unconditionally love their own wives”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun SWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “their own bodies.”
“as their own bodies.”
- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The article is used as a personal/relative pronoun combination, meaning literally “the one who,” but can also be translated “he who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action of loving as a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Christian husband produces the action of loving unconditionally.


The participle is substantivized by the article and functions as the subject of this sentence.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “his own wife.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “himself,” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”
“He who unconditionally loves his own wife unconditionally loves himself.”
Eph 5:28 corrected translation
“So also husbands are obligated to unconditionally love their own wives as their own bodies. He who unconditionally loves his own wife unconditionally loves himself.”
Explanation:
1.  “So also husbands are obligated to unconditionally love their own wives”

a.  This is a reiteration of Paul’s command in verse 25, “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church.”

b.  The manner in which the Christian husband is commanded to love his wife is the unconditional love of integrity, honor, and virtue from his own soul.

c.  God does not command us to love another human being personally.  That would be a violation of our free will.


d.  However, God can demand that we love another person unconditionally and impersonally by having honor, virtue, integrity, respect, consideration, thoughtfulness, kindness, gentleness, and the other characteristics of the filling of the Holy Spirit directed toward them.


e.  Personal love is the option in life, and may or may not exist toward any given person in the spiritual life, including one’s husband or wife.


f.  However, impersonal unconditional love is not an option, but a mandate in the Christian life.


g.  We have been ordered by our Lord Jesus Christ to love one another as Christ has loved us.


h.  Our Lord expects and demands the same leadership in the Christian husband.  He must love his wife unconditionally and impersonally; that is, with the same virtue that our Lord had toward the world of unbelievers.

i.  Unconditional impersonal love is the foundation for personal love, for without unconditional impersonal love, personal love is unstable and short-lived.


j.  The Christian husband is under obligation as the leader in marriage to have the virtue, honor, and integrity required in the marriage.  He must have these things so that the wife has something to admire, respect, and respond to.

k.  Christ loved us unconditionally and impersonally, which led to the greatest act of self sacrifice in human history.


l.  Our Lord expects the Christian husband to be an imitator of Him and do likewise with respect to his relationship with his wife.  He must sacrifice everything in life in order to provide and care for her.  He does this with honor, virtue, and integrity.  He does this unconditionally.

m.  The Christian husband must have the same virtue, honor, and integrity toward his wife that our Lord had toward all of us.  Is the standard high?  You bet it is.  If you cannot live up to the standard, then think again about getting married.

2.  “as their own bodies.”

a.  This phrase helps to define the type of love Paul means.  The love for one’s own body is impersonal, unconditional love, certainly not personal love.

b.  Personal love for one’s body is narcissism.  It is abnormal, and a total preoccupation with self.  It is self-love, which is arrogance.

c.  Our love for our own bodies is our desire to care for, nourish, and provide for the needs of our body.  We bath, eat, groom, clothe, exercise, and do many things in life to take of our bodies.  All of these things are done because they are the right thing to do and we are obligated to do them to remain alive.


d.  The same is true with respect to how the husband provides for and cares for his wife.  He does all the same things to care and provide for her that he would do to provide and care for his own body.

3.  “He who unconditionally loves his own wife unconditionally loves himself.”

a.  Paul adds another sentence to make certain there is no misunderstanding about what he means.

b.  The love that a Christian husband has for his wife is the exact same love he has for himself.

c.  A man who loves himself does not love himself personally.  That is arrogance, the arrogance of self-love.


d.  The love that a man has for himself is an unconditional impersonal love of thoughtfulness, concern, and care for his own bodily needs, such as food, clothing, rest, exercise, etc.


e.  The woman needs these same things, and the Christian husband is obligated to provide these things for her just as he would do for himself.


f.  The Christian wife is not the slave of the Christian husband.  She is the other half of his body, for which he is responsible.


g.  The man is responsible to provide and care for her needs just as he would provide and care for his own needs.


h.  The Christian wife is not to be neglected.  The husband has the impersonal and unconditional obligation to provide for her, and it is never based on his personal love for her or her personal love for him.


i.  The husband does not provide for her in return for her love.  He provides for her because the Lord Jesus Christ demands it.


j.  Paul further describes the kind of love he means here by his next statement, “for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cares for it, just as Christ also does the church.”  The unconditional love expected of the Christian husband is to nourish and care for his wife as he would nourish and care for his own body, just as our Lord Jesus Christ nourishes and cares for the Church.
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