Eph 5:27



- is the conjunction HINA, used again to introduce another purpose clause, which should be translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “in its transitive use (in the present, imperfect, future, and 1st aorist active) to cause to be present; to present someone to someone else.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action of our Lord presenting us to Himself in a state of ultimate sanctification in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of completing our sanctification by giving us a resurrection body and removing all human good and evil from us at His evaluation throne.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause.  This is a subjunctive of purpose.  The aspect of contingency is translated by the word “might.”
This is followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun “He” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “to Himself.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective ENDOXOS, which “pertains to being held in high esteem: honored, distinguished, eminent Mt 20:28; 1 Cor 4:10; and possessing an inherent quality that is not ordinary: glorious, splendid Lk 7:25; Eph 5:27; Lk 13:17.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “Church” and referring to all believers of the Church Age.

“in order that He might present a glorious Church to Himself,”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the appositional accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present which describes the action as a fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Church produces the action of not having certain things.


The participle is a modal participle, used in simple apposition to describe how or the manner in which the Church will be presented to Christ.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun SPILOS, meaning “spot, fault, stain, or blemish.”
  This is a reference to personal sin.  In resurrection body we do not have any personal sin.  The old sin nature which resides in our physical body and Adam’s original sin which is imputed to the sin nature both cease to exist with the resurrection body.  Those alive at the resurrection instantly receive a new body, which does not have a sin nature.  But there is still the problem of our human good or dead works.  This is mentioned next with the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HRUTIS, which means “a wrinkle.”  This refers to our human good or dead works, which we have done in a state of carnality.  Then we have another use of the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any.”  With this we have the partitive genitive from the neuter plural article and the correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, used as a substantive, and pertaining to being like some person or thing mentioned in a context; it means: of such a kind, such as this, like such; such or similar things, things like that.”
  This is the catch-all phrase that includes all evil and wrongdoing performed by the believer out of fellowship with God.
“having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil],”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the conjunction HINA, again introducing a purpose clause and translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, which means “she might be.”

The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact and condition that will not change.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers will produce the action of being holy and unblemished forever.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, indicating our Lord’s ultimate purpose for us as His bride and body.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjectives HAGIOS, meaning “holy” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adjective AMWMOS, meaning “without defect or blemish: unblemished 1 Pet 1:19; Heb 9:14; without fault and therefore morally blameless Eph 1:4; 5:27; Col 1:22; Phil 2:15; Rev 14:5; Jude 24.”

“but that she should be holy and blameless.”
Eph 5:27 corrected translation
“in order that He might present a glorious Church to Himself, having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil], but that she should be holy and blameless.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that He might present a glorious Church to Himself,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her, in order that He might sanctify her, after having cleansed [her] by means of the washing produced by the water with the word [the message of the gospel], in order that He might present a glorious Church to himself, having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil], but that she should be holy and blameless.”

b.  We have parallel statements in:



(1)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled (you) in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless and irreproachable.”


(2)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”


(3)  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed worker, accurately exegeting the word of Truth.”

c.  There is a lot of presenting going on here, and therefore, we need to sort it all out.


(1)  Pastors must present themselves to the Lord Jesus Christ as those who were positive to doctrine and lived the spiritual life by studying and teaching doctrine accurately and faithfully.



(2)  Pastors will present each member of their congregation to Christ as either those who were positive or those who were negative.



(3)  The Lord Jesus Christ will present each Church Age believer to himself as completely purified from all personal sin, human good, evil, and wrongdoing by giving us a resurrection body and burning all our human good, evil, and wrongdoing at His evaluation throne.



(4)  The Lord Jesus Christ will then present all of us to God the Father as His glorious bride.


d.  Our passage deals with the Lord presenting each Church Age believer to Himself.  Christ loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her, in order that He might present a glorious Church to Himself.

e.  This presentation will take place at the end of the evaluation throne of Christ, after all members of the Church have been resurrected, removed from the earth, and then evaluated by our Lord.



(1)  The removal of the Church is mentioned in 1 Thes 4:16-17, “because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


(2)  The evaluation of believers is mentioned in Rom 14:10-12, “Now you [immature believer], why do you judge your brother?  Or you also [spiritual believer], why do you treat your brother with contempt?  Since all [believers] will appear at the tribunal-judgment seat of God [Jesus Christ].  For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall praise God [the Father]’.  So, therefore, each one of us shall give an account to God concerning himself.”

f.  One of our Lord’s purposes for the Church is that we be honored, distinguished, eminent, glorious, and splendid.  The royal family of all Church Age believers is the crown jewel of God’s creatures.  God has made us ‘the last’ to be first.  He has taken the ‘nobody’ and made them the ‘somebody’.  He will make us the most glorious and beautiful creature that has ever existed or ever will exist.  We will be the most beautiful, most intelligent, most wonderful, but most of all the most gracious and loving creatures to ever come from the hand of God.  And our Lord will do this by giving us a resurrection body and purifying us from all sin, human good, evil, and every type of wrongdoing at His evaluation throne immediately after our resurrection.


g.  Once our Lord has accomplished this cleansing and purification of His bride, then He will present us to Himself as His very own bride.  He will make us perfect and acceptable to Him in every way.  The Bride of Christ will forever glorify God more than any angel ever could.  No angel is ever made the “Bride of Christ.”


(1)  We will be forevermore without any personal sin.



(2)  We will never again attempt to do anything apart from the will and desire of God.



(3)  We will not try to do anything on our own to make things better or improve things.



(4)  We will never attribute anything good or wonderful that happens to anyone but God.



(5)  We will have maximum graciousness, thoughtfulness, considerateness, and virtuous love.



(6)  We will have perfect bodies to match a perfect soul with perfect thoughts and motivations.



(7)  We will know God perfectly as He has always known us.



(8)  We will have maximum gratitude for everything.



(9)  We will have the greatest happiness and total security.



(10)  We will be filled with all the fullness of God.


h.  Our Lord will present only this kind of a Church to Himself for eternity.
2.  “having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil],”

a.  Before our Lord can present a perfect Church to Himself there must be the removal of everything that makes us imperfect.  Therefore, three categories of wrongdoing must go:


(1)  Personal sin, which is analogous to the stain or spot.



(2)  Wrinkles in the skin, which is analogous to human good; that is, the dead works of the believer out of fellowship with God—all the good that a believer does in a state of carnality.



(3)  All other categories of these types of things, which means all the evil and wrongdoing produced by a believer in a state of carnality.


b.  The imagery of the stain being the flaws and faults in a person is found in 2 Pet 2:13, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you.”

c.  Personal sin is removed from the believer at the Cross by our Lord being judged as a substitute for us.

d.  All human good is burned at the evaluation throne of Christ, 1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

e.  What about winner believers at the evaluation throne of Christ?


(1)  Winners will be rewarded, Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming soon [imminency of Rapture] and My reward is with Me to decorate each winner as his accomplishment is.”


(2)  Winners have confidence about the judgment seat of Christ.




(a)  1 Jn 2:21, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us [and it doesn’t for those who live the spiritual life], we keep on having confidence before God.”



(b)  1 Jn 4:17, “By this [living the spiritual life], virtue love has been achieved by us, that we might have confidence in the day of evaluation [Judgment Seat of Christ], because just as He is [while living the prototype spiritual life], so also we are in the world.”

f.  Losers are ashamed at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  There are five passages which describe the shame of the loser at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



(1)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many believers [losers] keep walking, concerning whom I have communicated to you many times and now continue communicating even though weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross whose end is destruction [the sin unto death], whose god is their emotion, whose glory [at Judgment Seat of Christ] is their shame, who keep thinking about earthly things.”


(2)  Rom 5:5, “And confidence [at the Rapture] does not make us ashamed [at Judgment Seat of Christ].”


(3)  Phil 1:20, “According to my earnest expectation and hope that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but with all confidence, Christ shall even now as always be glorified in my body, whether by life or by death.”


(4)  2 Tim 2:15, “A workman who does not need to be ashamed [at Judgment Seat of Christ], rightly dividing the word of Truth.”


(5)  1 Jn 2:28, “...that we might have confidence and not be put to shame by Him in His presence [judgment seat of Christ].”
3.  “but that she should be holy and blameless.”

a.  In contrast to getting rid of all the human good, evil, and wrongdoing at the evaluation throne of Christ, Paul now states the final, ultimate purpose of this evaluation—our Lord wants us to be perfect in every possible way.


b.  This phrase echoes the thought of Eph 1:4, “since He Himself [God the Father] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”

c.  It has always been our Lord’s plan that we, the Church, would be absolutely perfect before Him and before God the Father as our Lord’s creation.  Our Lord makes us the perfect creatures that Satan and the fallen angels were not, but could have been, but did not want to be.

d.  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless and irreproachable.”

c.  Jude 24, “Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to protect you from stumbling and to set you blameless in the presence of His glory full of exultation,”

f.  God makes us positionally holy at the moment of salvation.  He makes us completely blameless at the evaluation throne of Christ.


g.  Regardless of what we have done wrong during our human life on earth, God is going to make the Church Age believer totally perfect in every way, when all is said and done.  Some of us will have far greater rewards and decorations than others, but all of us will be totally perfect with regard to having no sin, no imputed sin, no sin nature, no creature good, no evil, no wrongdoing, or any category of things such as this.


h.  We will not be able to accuse anyone of anything in the eternal state, because they will be completely blameless, and they will not be able to accuse us either.
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