Eph 5:25



- is the nominative used for the vocative from the masculine plural article and noun ANĒR, meaning “Husbands” and referring to Christian husbands.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to unconditionally love.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for an action that is reasonably expected to universally occur throughout one’s marriage and in every generation of the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that Christian husbands are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, used as a personal pronoun (‘your’), and noun GUNĒ, which means “your wives.”
“Husbands, unconditionally love your wives,”
- is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of our Lord’s unconditional love for the Church, but emphasizes the past action of loving us at the point of the Cross.

The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of unconditionally loving us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the Church.”
“just as Christ also loved the Church”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “Himself.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over or up” in a legal process for judgment.

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole our Lord’s delivering of Himself over as a substitute for us at the Cross.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of delivering Himself over for judgment for sin as a substitute for us.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “as a substitute for her,” the personal pronoun “her” referring to the feminine noun, “the church.”
“and gave Himself as a substitute for her,”
Eph 5:25 corrected translation
“Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her,”
Explanation:
1.  “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives,”

a.  Paul now turns his attention to the Christian husband.  He is given the command to love his wife.  But this is not the personal love of a husband for his wife.  Personal love cannot be commanded by God, just as a man cannot command a women to love him personally.  This is the unconditional impersonal virtue-love of the husband for his wife, which is commanded by God in the order to fulfill the command: “love one another, just as I have loved you,” Jn 15:12.

b.  Personal love is a matter of individual volitional choice.  We love who we want to love.  It is an individual and personal taste.  The only personal love that God ever demands is the personal love of the believer for Himself, Mt 22:36-38, “‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’  And He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost commandment.’”

c.  Since God cannot and does not interfere with man’s free will and volitional choices, God cannot demand that we love another imperfect person personally.  This would be a violation of our free will.  God can demand that we love Him, because He is perfect love.

d.  However, as slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ, God has every right to demand that we love one another with the virtue, honor, and integrity of unconditional impersonal virtuous love, because He first loved us with this same unconditional impersonal virtuous love.


e.  God loved us in eternity past with unconditional impersonal love, which is why God the Father designed a plan to create us in the first place, and why God the Son agreed to provide eternal salvation for anyone who would believe in Him (His unconditional love for them).


f.  This unconditional love began in eternity past and continues throughout human history and will exist forever.


g.  God demonstrated this unconditional love at the Cross for all the world and all angels to see.  This love was demonstrated by God the Son’s willingness to be judged as a sinful substitute for us, so that we might trust in Him and have eternal life.


h.  Therefore, Jesus Christ, who demonstrated this love perfectly during His spiritual life, has every right to demand the same unconditional love of all those who believe and trust in Him.


i.  Not only does our Lord demand this unconditional love of all of us toward one another, but it is especially critical for the Christian husband to demonstrate this love toward his wife.


j.  Notice that the Christian husband must have this type of love whether his wife is a believer or not.  Her faith in Christ or lack of faith is not the issue.  How she acts is not the issue.  Whether she loves her husband personally or not is not the issue.

k.  The issue is that God expects Christian husbands to have complete honor, integrity, and virtue toward their wives no matter what happens in the marriage or what circumstances of life effect the marriage.

l.  Notice that God does say here, “Christian husbands love your wives as long as they love you.”  Nor does He say, “Christian husbands love your wives as long as they are obedient.”  The issue is not what the wife does, but what the husband must do.  There are no conditions on this love.  It is unconditional.

m.  Christian husbands are commanded to love their wives in exactly the same manner as Christ loved the Church.  This love was demonstrated on the Cross to be an unconditional virtuous love that was not based on us personally.

n.  Here’s an example of why this command cannot refer to personal love.  A Christian man meets, dates for two years, and then marries a Christian woman, who is normal mentally and emotionally, positive to doctrine, a wonderful wife and mother, and even likes golf.  However, they don’t live happily ever after.  After a while she goes into reversionism, cheats on him openly, consistently, repeatedly, and without remorse.  She becomes a drug addict, alcoholic, abuses the children physically, sexually, and emotionally.  Then she becomes a compulsive gambler and constantly loses all the family’s money.  God does not expect this man to continue to love this woman personally.  That would be unreasonable cruelty on the part of God.  God does not expect that man to have to live with the locked-in negative volition of another person, who is unfaithful.  The repeated adultery has broken the marriage bond.  However, God does expect this man to continue to treat her with thoughtfulness, consideration, care, concern, honor, respect, virtue, and integrity—all the characteristics of unconditional impersonal love.  This man has every right to divorce this woman and even has the right of remarriage.  But he has no right to bitterness, hatred, jealousy, or revenge.  As long as she is his wife, this man is under this command to love her with unconditional virtuous love.
2.  “just as Christ also loved the Church”

a.  Paul now compares the standard for the husband’s love of his wife with the love the Lord had for His Bride—the man’s love for his wife is the same standard that Christ also had for the Church.

b.  The Church refers to all those who believe in Christ during this dispensation or period of human history (from the day of Pentecost until the Rapture or resurrection of the Church).

c.  Christ loves the Church with AGAPĒ love.  Christ commands that husbands have AGAPĒ love.  Our Lord commands that all Church Age believers have AGAPĒ love toward one another.  AGAPĒ love always refers to the unconditional virtuous love produced by the filling of the Spirit and the word of God functioning in the soul.


d.  God never commands us to love other people personally.  Other people are imperfect, have a sin nature, and commit acts of evil and wrongdoing.  God would be wrong, if He commanded us to love sin personally.  God can command love of perfection, what is right, good, holy, and true.  He is all of these things, which is why He can demand that we love Him personally.


(1)  The issue in the angelic conflict is the love of God.  The questions are:




(a)  Does God really love His creatures?  That answer was a resounding ‘Yes’ and proven at the Cross.



(b)  Do God’s creatures really love Him?  That answer is a resounding ‘Yes’ and proven with the spiritual life of every mature believer in human history.



(2)  God is proving to Satan and the fallen angels that He loved them with unconditional love, just as He loves sinful mankind.



(3)  God demonstrates His love for His creatures by their creation, blessing, and salvation.



(4)  The greatest demonstration of God’s love for His creatures was performed at the Cross.


(5)  God can demand that His creatures love Him, because His perfection is worthy of love.  However, God can never tamper with free will by coercing love from man’s free will; God can demand personal love for Himself as the object of that love, but cannot force the creature to love Him.


e.  This command to the husband is a repetition of the same general command given in Eph 5:1-2, “Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children, and continue walking in the sphere of unconditional love, just as Christ also loved us and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in a fragrant aroma.”

f.  The fact that Christ loved us is stated in other passages:



(1)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”


(2)  1 Jn 4:7-12, “Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another, because unconditional love is from God; furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God and has come to know God.  The one who does not love unconditionally has not come to know God, because God is love.  By this the unconditional love of God was revealed to us, that God [the Father] sent His uniquely-born Son into the world, in order that we might live through Him.  By this unconditional love exists, not because we have loved God, but because He has unconditionally loved us and sent His Son, a propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so intensely loved us [and He did], we also are obligated to keep unconditionally loving each other.  No one has ever seen God.  If we unconditionally love each other, God resides in us and His unconditional love has been accomplished in us.”


(3)  1 Jn 4:19, “We love unconditionally, because He first loved us unconditionally.”


(4)  Eph 2:4-5a, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions,…”  Notice that God had unconditional love for the Church while we were still in a state of spiritual death.


g.  The past tense of this verb (to love) indicates that this love existed in eternity past and was demonstrated to us in time at the Cross, while we were yet sinners.



(1)  God cannot have personal love for sin.


(2)  Therefore, God cannot have personal love for sinners.



(3)  God can only love His very own righteousness.



(4)  Therefore, God gives us His very own righteousness at the moment we believe in Christ, so that He can love us personally.


(5)  God removes our sins completely from us at salvation, so that He is free to love us personally at the moment of salvation.



(6)  Prior to salvation, God could have no personal love for us, but only impersonal love, and that impersonal love was unconditional, because it did not depend upon our condition of sinfulness, but upon God’s condition of integrity and virtue.


h.  Therefore, the only love that God could have for us in the past, before we became believers in Christ, was unconditional impersonal love.


i.  This is the love, which Christ had for the Church in the past.  In the present Christ has unconditional personal love for the Church, because the Church has God’s imputed righteousness.

j.  So then, the standard by which the Christian husband is expected to love his wife is the same standard that Christ had for the Church prior to the Church Age and the formation of the Church, which is unconditional impersonal love.

3.  “and gave Himself as a substitute for her,”

a.  Paul adds this phrase to indicate that the type of love being described here is the type of love which our Lord was using while being judged as a sinner in our place on the Cross.

b.  The only love that Christ could have for us as sinners is unconditional impersonal love, because God cannot love personal sin.

c.  Our Lord had to love us from His own virtue, honor, and integrity while bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us on the Cross.


d.  He could not love us personally, because there was no virtue, honor, integrity, or righteousness in us as sinful unbelievers.


e.  Not only did our Lord deliver Himself over for judgment for the Church, but He also did this on behalf of all mankind as well, 1 Jn 2:2, “In fact He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”  The only kind of love our Lord could have for the entire world could be His unconditional impersonal love; for our Lord Jesus Christ could not love the world personally and be consistent with the Scripture, which says, “Stop loving the world [cosmic system] or the things in the world [cosmic system.]  If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system], the love for the Father is not in him,” 1 Jn 2:15.

f.  The husband is to sacrifice himself for the sake of, on behalf of, and as a substitute for his wife.



(1)  The husband demonstrates his unconditional integrity love by doing everything he can in life to provide for his wife.


(2)  He advances in the spiritual life in order to be a blessing by association to her.



(3)  He works hard to the point of exhaustion to ensure she is well fed, housed, and clothed.



(4)  He sacrifices his own desires that she might have all she desires.



(5)  He always makes sure her desires are met before he considers his own.



(6)  This principle is stated by Paul in 1 Cor 7:33, “However, the married man is concerned about the things of this world, how he might please his wife.”


(7)  He does everything he can for her from the virtue, honor, and integrity of unconditional impersonal love, not because he loves her personally.


g.  This statement is one of the great statements in the word of God that teaches the doctrine of the substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross.
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