Eph 5:24



- is the inferential use of the conjunction ALLA, which not only indicates contrast, but “is also used to introduce an inference from what precedes, meaning: so, Therefore, accordingly.”
  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as.” This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the Church” and refers to the universal church; that is, all believers of this period of human history.  Then we have the third person singular present middle/passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject oneself, be subject or subordinated, to obey.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that is universally and perpetually true in human history.


The passive voice indicates that the church receives the action of being put under the authority of Christ.  The middle voice indicates that the Church is personally involved in this action, which occurs at the moment of salvation.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, which means “to Christ.”
“Therefore as the Church is subject to Christ,”
 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so, thus, or in this manner.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative used as a vocative from the feminine plural article and noun GUNĒ, which means “wives.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun “your” and the noun ANĒR, which means “husbands.”  There is an obvious deliberate omission of the verb HUPOTASSW from the previous statement, which I insert in brackets.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “in all things” in the sense of in everything in every respect, and in every way.
“so also wives [are subject] to your husbands in all things.”
Eph 5:24 corrected translation
“Therefore as the Church is subject to Christ, so also wives [are subject] to your husbands in all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore as the Church is subject to Christ,”

a.  There is absolutely no contrast intended here by Paul with the use of the conjunction ALLA.  Although ALLA normally and usually means “but,” this is not its only meaning or use.  Instead, it is used like an inferential conjunction OUN to introduce a conclusion.  J.D. Denniston says in his work on The Greek Particles on page 13-14 regarding the use of ALLA in commands and exhortations, “ALLA is used as combating the indecision or reluctance of another person.  It expresses a transition from arguments for action to a statement of the action required.  Hence, ALLA usually occurs near the end of a speech, as a clinching and final appeal.”  This is exactly how Paul is using the conjunction here at the end of his injunction to the woman to obey her husband.

b.  Paul compares the Church’s obedience to Christ with the wife’s obedience to her husband.

c.  The Church is made subject to Christ at the moment of salvation.



(1)  When the Holy Spirit enters us into union with Christ, we are positionally subordinate with Him to the will, plan, and purpose of God the Father.



(2)  When we decided to believe in Christ, we agreed to put our faith, trust, and confidence in Him.  This was subordination to Him as our Savior.  We agreed that He and He alone is our Savior.



(3)  Our faith in Christ is credited to us as subordination to the will of God.



(4)  We place ourselves under the authority of Christ by our free will decision to believe in Him.  In addition, God the Holy Spirit puts us positionally in subordination to Christ as our Lord.


d.  Therefore, in every sense of the word subordination, we subordinate ourselves and are subordinated by the ministry of the Holy Spirit to the person and authority of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


e.  All members of the royal family of God; that is, the universal body of Church Age believers, is also expected to be obedient to the will of Christ through the teachings of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.

f.  The gospel message is the command of our Lord to all mankind to believe in Him for eternal life.  Believing in Christ is obeying Christ’s command to believe in Him, Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

g.  This obedience, begun at salvation by obeying the gospel message to believe in Christ, continues after salvation by our obedience to God’s will to learn and live according to the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The New Testament is called the thinking of Christ in 1 Cor 2:16.  We are commanded to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.  Our obedience to learn and live the mystery doctrines of the Church Age is also our subjection to our Lord.

h.  Our subjection to the Lord is expected to be total and complete at all times, in all things, and in all ways.


i.  Our Lord has every right to demand our obedience, since He personally provided salvation for us.


j.  Our Lord has the responsibility (given to Him by God the Father at His session) to rule, lead, and provide for the Church.  When God the Father accepted the humanity of Christ in heaven and invited Him to sit in the place of honor and authority at His right hand, our Lord was given the authority over all things with reference to those who believe in Him.  This is especially true of the Church.  Mt 11:27; Lk 10:22, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father.”

k.  Paul has already established this point earlier in this letter, Eph 1:22, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church.”
2.  “so also wives [are subject] to your husbands in all things.”

a.  Paul continues and concludes his thought by comparing the Church’s obedience to Christ with the Christian wife’s obedience to her husband.

b.  The divine design of subordination of the Christian wife to her husband is not for Christian wives to Christian husbands, but for Christian wives to whomever they are married.  If their husband is an unbeliever, she is still expected by God to be obedient to him.

c.  The wife never has to submit to abuse from her husband, whether physical, sexual, mental, or verbal abuse.  She does not have to live with abuse.  She is free to leave the abuser, but is not free to remarry.


d.  The Christian wife is to be subject; that is, be obedient to the will of her husband just as the Church is obedient to the will of Christ.


e.  The headship of the husband does not connote any sense of qualitative superiority on the part of the man to the wife.  His leadership and authority in the sphere of the virtue, honor, and integrity of unconditional love, and her respect and obedience to his authority, are designed for perfect harmony and unity in the relationship.


f.  The wife’s submission to the husband’s authority not only maintains harmony and unity, but enhances her blessing and happiness.


g.  The phrase “in all things” certainly does not refer to submitting to the husband’s desire to abuse her or to anything that is contrary to the known will of God (that is, the doctrine in her soul).  The wife is not to submit to her husband in anything sinful, including abuse in any form.


h.  The church is expected to obey and submit to Christ in everything.  The same is true for the Christian wife.  As the church benefits from obedience to the will of Christ, so the wife benefits from obedience to the will of her husband.

i.  Dr. Hoehner makes a key point on page 746 of his commentary, “There is no indication that a wife’s submission is to be based on the degree to which her husband demonstrates his love.”


(1)  This is critical to understand, because the arrogance of the wife’s sin nature will justify not obeying her husband by rationalizing that she does not have to submit to someone who does not love her.



(2)  The passage demands her submission even if the husband does not love her at all.



(3)  Obedience is not conditioned on the amount of love one receives.  If this were true, no military organization could possibly exist or function.



(4)  The wife is to demonstrate complete and total obedience in spite of the husband’s love or lack of love.


(5)  The husband’s love is not the issue.  The issue on the witness stand of human history is the wife’s obedience under all circumstances and conditions.


j.  The Christian wife is responsible before the Lord to submit to and obey her husband from her own free will from the motivation of obedience to the will of God, and not because of the demand of her husband.


(1)  The husband can be an idiot and demand all kinds of stupid things of his wife.  As long as these things are not abusive or sinful, then she is obligated to obey his will as unto the Lord, because of the greater issue of her testimony in the Supreme Court of Heaven against Satan and his cosmic system.



(2)  The phrase “in all things” means in every area, circumstance, or situation in life in every sense of the word obey.  This does include the committing of sin, the production of human good, or the production of evil.  God never demands obedience to these activities.


(3)  As long as there is no sinfulness involved or any type of abuse, the wife is expected by God to obey her husband in all respects and in every way in the same way that the Church is expected to be obedient to Christ.
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