Eph 5:23



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” and introducing the reason why wives are to render obedience to their own husbands as to the Lord.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “the husband.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic-aoristic present for a universal truth, a maxim, a state or condition that perpetually exists as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the husband produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun KEPHALĒ, which means “the head” and is used figuratively in the sense of denoting superior rank or authority.  The same concept is used of Christ as the head of the Church.  Just as Christ has superior rank and authority over the Church, so also the husband has superior rank and authority over his wife.  This is followed by the genitive of subordination from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, which means “over the wife.”  The substantive in the genitive (GUNĒ) specifies that which is subordinated to or under the dominion of the head noun (KEPHALĒ).
“because the husband is the head over the wife”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or just as.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is],” which is clearly understood from the previous statement.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun KEPHALĒ, which means “the head” and is used figuratively in the sense of denoting superior rank or authority.  With this we have the genitive of subordination from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “over the church” and refers to “the global community of Christians: (universal) church as in: Mt 16:18; Acts 9:31; 1 Cor 6:4; 12:28; Eph 1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:23ff, 27, 29, 32; Col 1:18, 24; Phil 3:6.”

“as Christ also [is] the head over the Church;”
- is the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which “refers to a definite person or thing, he, him, she, her, it, they, them, especially in the nominative case, to a subject, often resuming one already mentioned.”
  AUTOS can also bear the force of an intensive pronoun when it stands alone (as here), and thus can be translated “He himself.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun SWTĒR plus the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “of the body” and referring to all those who make up the universal church; that is, all those who have believed in Him during this period of human history.  The nominative subject and predicate nominative suggest another ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  However, this is more likely the causal participle of EIMI, meaning “[since] He [is]” and giving the justifying reason why Christ has the authority over the Church.
“[since] He himself [is] the savior of the body.”
Eph 5:23 corrected translation
“because the husband is the head over the wife as Christ also [is] the head over the Church, [since] He himself [is] the savior of the body.”
Explanation:
1.  “because the husband is the head over the wife”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands as to the Lord, because the husband is the head over the wife as Christ also [is] the head over the Church, [since] He himself [is] the savior of the body.”

b.  Paul gives the reason why wives are to submit to the authority of their husbands.  They are to do so because the husband has the God-given authority over the wife.

c.  God gave a special gift to the woman in marriage—the authority of someone over her.


(1)  Authority is not given to the man to abuse the wife physically, mentally, emotionally, or to put her in abject servitude.  This is not the teaching of Scripture, but the distortion and abuse of authority by arrogant males.



(2)  Authority has the responsibility to provide for and protect the person or persons over whom that authority exists.



(3)  God has given the authority to the man to make the final decisions in marriage, so that he can provide the best possible love, care, guidance, protection, and provision for the woman.



(4)  God has not given the husband authority, so he can do what he wants and ignore her needs, desires, and concerns.


(5)  The woman has the right to make her wishes known to her husband.  He has the responsibility to take these things into consideration before making any decision.



(6)  However, the final authority and responsibility in the marriage is the husband’s.



(7)  Therefore, ladies, when things go right in the marriage, it is his fault.  And when things go wrong in the marriage, it is his fault.  He has the responsibility.  I am speaking with regard to a normal relationship between two believers who are positive to doctrine and executing the spiritual life.  Where either or both of the parties in marriage are in perpetual carnality and reversionism, the responsibility for failure resides with the person in reversionism or Christian degeneracy.  If both are in reversionism, then both share the responsibility for failure in the marriage.



(8)  Since the man is responsible for what goes right and wrong in marriage, this has taken a tremendous responsibility off of the woman, so that she can be free to love and respect her husband as well as live the spiritual life with a relaxed confidence and enjoyment.



(9)  When the woman seeks to take over the authority from the man, she also must take over the responsibility for success and failure.  This is a tremendous burden that makes life very difficult and creates stress in the soul.  God has not designed women to handle this type of stress in marriage.  They may be able to handle the stress of responsibility and decision making in business, coaching, and other professions, but God has not designed them to handle the responsibility of success or failure in the personal relationship of marriage.  This is a responsibility and capacity given only to the man.


(10)  Therefore, wives are commanded by God to submit, not because they have to be kept under control, but because it is in their best interest to submit to their husbands.  This is the status in which they can be happiest in the relationship of marriage.  This is not true outside of marriage, and certainly does not apply to women in general submitting to men in general.  This happiness is designed for one special relationship only—marriage.


(11)  The wife who submits to the authority of her husband can sit back relax, enjoy life, have fun, not worry, and know for certain that God will honor her submission with complete blessing.  Why?  Her unquestioning, immediate obedience to her husband in marriage honors God and God’s plan by doing exactly what God wants as testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.


(12)  The Christian wife has a unique testimony against Satan and the fallen angels, like no Christian husband will ever have.  Her willing obedience to her husband proves God’s point that if an inferior creature to Satan (the Christian wife) can obey her husband, then Satan and the fallen angels could have obeyed God.  The husband’s testimony is slightly different.  He has to obey God, but the wife’s testimony is the ultimate, because she obeys someone far inferior to God.



(13)  The entire Church is responsible for obeying the Lord Jesus Christ.  The husband is included in this obedience to Christ as is the wife.  However, the wife gets the added blessing of being able to obey her husband as evidence on the witness stand of human history against Satan; something the husband will never be able to do.



(14)  Therefore, the wife can obey both her husband and the Lord Jesus Christ and receive a double portion of blessing from God for her obedience.



(15)  God has not designed the woman’s obedience to be her punishment, but to be her ultimate blessing.  Unfortunately, Christian women without the divine viewpoint of authority never get this blessing, because they cannot accept this doctrinal teaching as divine truth.  Instead, they believe they will only really be blessed, if they get what they want, and any method used to get what they want is justifiable, as long as they end up getting what they want.


(16)  In the woman’s judgment after her fall in the Garden of Eden, Jesus Christ declared Gen 3:16b, “‘But to your husband [will be] your desire, and yet he will rule over you.’”  The woman’s curse in marriage is that her sin nature will always desire to not obey, but take control in the marriage, just as it did with Adam, Gen 3:17, “‘Because you have obeyed the voice of your wife’.”  The woman’s desire to take control of the marriage and not obey her husband led to her original sin.  Therefore, God declares in her judgment that this will always be a problem for her throughout human history.  Because the original woman did this, all women in marriage will do this.  The husband fails when he abdicates responsibility in marriage and obeys the voice of his wife.  The husband should definitely listen to what she has to say, her opinions, ideas, and suggestions, but he must make the final decisions, because he has to live with those consequences before the Lord.


d.  The woman was originally designed in marriage to be a helper to the man, Gen 2:18,  “And the Lord God said, ‘Not good, the man being alone.  I will make for him a helper corresponding to him.’”

e.  The obedience of the woman to her husband in marriage is the great factor in her real inner beauty in the eyes of God, 1 Pet 3:5-6, “For in this manner formerly also holy women [spiritually mature women] who kept on having confidence in God kept on adorning themselves [inner beauty] by subordinating themselves to their own husbands, like Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him ‘lord’.


f.  The Christian woman honors the Lord, when she is obedient to the will of the Lord.


g.  In the same manner, the Christian wife honors the Lord, when she is obedient to the will of her husband.


h.  The husband is the authority over the wife.  This is the divine design, and God’s design is perfect.  When the wife assumes the authority in marriage, it is human design, which is flawed, corrupt, sinful, evil, and wrongdoing.

i.  The husband is the head or authority over the wife for her care, protection, blessing, and happiness.  When the wife assumes authority in the relationship over her husband, then she is attempting to provide for herself, protect herself, bless herself, and make herself happy.  She is preoccupied with herself.  She is in arrogance, and arrogance is never happy about anything.

j.  Therefore, when a wife takes charge in the marriage, she makes herself miserable in the process.  It is self-induced misery at its finest.  If the man lets her do it, he reaps what he sows and creates a monster (translate that as ‘-itch’) out of his wife.  She becomes an itch, that no matter how much he scratches, she just keeps on being the ultimate irritant under his skin.  (It’s a worse thorn in the flesh than Paul ever had.)
2.  “as Christ also [is] the head over the Church,”

a.  The husband’s relationship to his wife is similar to our Lord’s relationship to the Church.

b.  The Lord loves each of us with both an unconditional personal and impersonal love.  The same should be true of the Christian husband in marriage.

c.  The Lord provides for each of us with logistical grace support and protection.  Likewise, the Christian husband is to do his best to provide food, shelter, clothing, and all the other essentials in life for his family.  Cell phones, dirt bikes, golf clubs, big screen TVs, etc. are not essentials in life.  Those are toys, not essentials.


d.  Our Lord also puts a wall of fire around us in the cosmic system and protects us from evil.  Likewise, the husband should do his best to protect his family through prayer and the application of common sense principles.


e.  God the Father has given our Lord Jesus Christ the authority over the Church, because our Lord paid the price of redemption for us on the Cross.  Therefore, our Lord owns us as a master owns a slave.


f.  Our Lord’s authority over the Church has provided freedom for the Church from the tyranny of the old sin nature.

g.  Likewise, the husband’s authority over the wife in marriage is designed to free her volition to love, respect, and honor him willingly.  The woman obeys because she wants to obey, because she delights in obeying and doing the will of her husband, just as the humanity of Christ obeyed the will of the Father, because he wanted to obey and delighted in obeying the will of the Father.


h.  Just as Christ loves to provide for and take care of the Church, so also the husband should love to provide for and take care of his wife.

i.  The greatest happiness for our Lord is to provide for and protect us in Satan’s cosmic system.  He will have even greater happiness by what He is able to do for us in resurrection bodies.  Likewise, the greatest happiness for a Christian husband should come from his provision for and protection of his wife.

j.  Authority has been given to our Lord to provide for us, so that He can have maximum happiness in so doing.  Authority has been given to the husband so he can do likewise for his wife and have maximum happiness in so doing.  The Christian wife reaps all the blessing through her willing obedience to this divine design.

3.  “[since] He himself [is] the savior of the body.”

a.  Paul concludes his statement by giving the reason why our Lord has authority over the Church—it is because our Lord is the savior of the body of believers, called ‘the Church’.

b.  The term ‘body’ in this context refers to the body of believers in the Church Age.  Our Lord is certainly the savior of all mankind, including all believers who are not members of the Church, but this context focuses on the body of Christ; that is, all those who were alive and believed in Christ on the day of Pentecost and includes everyone who lives in human history as believers until the exit-resurrection of the body of believers prior to the Great Tribulation and second advent of Christ.

c.  Our Lord is called the savior of this body of believers because He provided eternal salvation for each of us on the Cross by bearing our personal sins in His own body and being judged as a substitute for us.  The fact our Lord is our savior is noted in other passages of Scripture:



(1)  2 Sam 22:3, “My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; My savior, You save me from violence.”


(2)  Isa 43:11, “I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no savior besides Me.”


(3)  Isa 45:21, “Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced this from of old?  Who has long since declared it?  Is it not I, the Lord?  And there is no other God besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none except Me.”


(4)  Lk 2:11, “for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”


(5)  Jn 4:42, “and they were saying to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.’”


(6)  Acts 13:23, “From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,”


(7)  Phil 3:20, “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,”


(8)  1 Tim 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the command from God our Savior; that is, Christ Jesus, our confidence,”


(9)  1 Tim 4:10, “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”


(10)  2 Tim 1:10, “but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless, but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel,”


(11)  Tit 1:4, “For Titus, the true child according to the common faith; grace and prosperity from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Savior.”


(12)  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ,”


(13)  Tit 3:4-6, “But when the integrity and the kindness of God our Savior showed itself, not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal of the Holy Spirit, who has been poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ, our Savior,”


(14)  2 Pet 1:1, “Simon Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received an equivalent faith to us in the righteousness of our God even savior Jesus Christ.”


(15)  2 Pet 1:11, “For in this manner [execution of the protocol plan], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification] will be richly supplied to you.”


(16)  2 Pet 2:20, “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”


(17)  2 Pet 3:2, “in order that you might remember the previous prophecies by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior by your apostles,”


(18)  2 Pet 3:18, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him the glory both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.”


(19)  1 Jn 4:14, “And we have perceived and keep confirming that the Father has sent His Son [to be] the Savior of the world.”


(20)  Jude 25, “to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [belongs] glory, greatness, power and authority, before all the ages and now and throughout all the ages.  I believe it.”

d.  Because our Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity was judged as a substitute for us and paid the ultimate price for our redemption from the slave market of sin by His spiritual death on the Cross, He has been made the Ruler of the Church.

e.  Our Lord has the right to rule over us, because of the price He paid for that rulership—being judged in our place as a substitute for us.
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