Eph 5:21



- is the nominative second person masculine plural present passive participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject oneself, be subjected or subordinated, obey.”


The present tense is a customary or habitual present, describing what regularly and normally occurs repeatedly when a person is filled by the Spirit.


The passive voice indicates that believers under the influence of the Spirit receive the action of being subordinate or subordinating themselves (the middle voice) in obedience to others.


The participle is an adverbial participle of result, which should be translated “with the result of being subordinate.”  This participle modifies the main verb PLĒROW back in verse 18 and is connected to it by the following thought: “be filled by the Spirit, with the result of being subordinate to one another.”
Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “to one another.”
“with the result of being subordinate to one another”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause (translated because of) from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “reverence, respect toward God and Christ, Phil 2:12; Rom 3:18; 2 Cor 7:1; Acts 9:31; 2 Cor 5:11; Eph 5:21.”
  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “for Christ.”
“because of respect for Christ.”
Eph 5:21 corrected translation
“with the result of being subordinate to one another because of respect for Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “with the result of being subordinate to one another”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Furthermore, stop becoming intoxicated with wine, because of which is wastefulness, but be filled by the Spirit, when you express yourselves to one another by means of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, by singing and playing musical instruments with your heart to the Lord, with the result of giving thanks at all times for all things through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father, with the result of being subordinate to one another because of respect for Christ.”

b.  This verse gives us another result of being filled by the Spirit; that is, being under the influence and leading of God the Holy Spirit—we are subordinate or subordinate ourselves to one another.

c. The idea of submission to one another is taught in other New Testament passages.



(1)  Rom 12:10, “With reference to your brotherly love, be devoted to each other; with reference to your honor, esteem others more highly [than yourself];”


(2)  Phil 2:3, “[Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.”


(3)  All of the commands to unconditional love toward one another include the idea of subordination to one another.


d.  We owe one another mutual respect, honor, virtue, and integrity.  These are all part of unconditional love toward one another and subordinating ourselves to one another.


e.  This verse also refers to the submission to legitimate, God-given authority by those who are under that authority.  The Scriptures that teach this principle are numerous:



(1)  There must be submission to God.




(a)  Jam 4:7, “Therefore, submit yourselves to God, but stand your ground against the devil, and then he will flee from you.”



(b)  Eph 1:22, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church,”


(2)  There must be submission to authority in the local church.




(a)  1 Cor 14:34, “As in all the assembles of the saints, women must keep silent in the assemblies.  For they are not permitted to speak, but they must subordinate themselves, just as also the Law says.”



(b)  1 Cor 16:15-16, “Now I urge you, brethren, (you know about the household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia and they have devoted themselves for the purpose of service to the saints), that you also obey such men; that is, everyone who helps and works hard.”



(c)  1 Pet 5:5, “In the same way, you new believers, obey the elders; that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’”  Peter gives us the key here to subordinating ourselves to one another—it is being humble toward each other.



(3)  There must be submission to authority in the home.




(a)   Col 3:18, “You wives, obey your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.”



(b)  Eph 5:24, “But as the Church is subject to Christ, so also wives are subject to your husbands in all things.”



(c)  Tit 2:3-5, “In the same way, the older female believer must be worthy of reverence in behavior, not a slander of others, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, in order that they might bring the younger women to their senses to be husband-loving, children-loving, prudent [making good decisions], pure [filled with the Spirit], a home-maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands, in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”



(d)  1 Pet 3:1, “In the same manner, wives, continue under the authority of your own husbands, in order that even if certain ones keep on being disobedient to the word, through the behavior of their wives without a word they will be won,”



(e)  Lk 2:51, “And He [Jesus] went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.”



(f)  Heb 12:9, “Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?”


(4)  There must be submission to authority in government.



(a)  Rom 13:1, 5, “All persons must subordinate themselves to governing authorities.  For there is no authority except by God, and those, which do exist, have been delegated by God.  …For this reason, [it is] necessary to be subordinate [to governing authorities], not only because of this punishment, but also because of the conscience.”



(b)  1 Pet 2:13, “Obey every human legislative creation because of the Lord, whether to the king as to the one in authority,”



(c)  Tit 3:1, “Remind them to obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”


(5)  There must be submission to authority in the workplace.




(a)  Tit 2:9, “Slaves, obey your own masters in all things, being pleasing, not opposing,”



(b)  1 Pet 2:18, “You workers, obey your owners with all respect, not only the good and gracious ones, but also the harsh ones.”


(6)  There must be submission to one another.




(a)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”



(b)  Eph 5:21, “with the result of being subordinate to one another because of respect for Christ.”

f.  The sin nature is incapable of subordination to God, Rom 8:6-7, “Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh is death [the sin unto death], but the thought pattern of the Spirit is life and prosperity, because the thought pattern of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subordinate to the policy of God, because it is not able [to be subordinate].”

g.  Jesus Christ will subordinate all things to God the Father, 1 Cor 15:28, “And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all creatures.”

h.  Therefore, we have both external and internal subordination taught in the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.



(1)  In external subordination we are to subordinate ourselves to those who have legitimate authority over us: God, church leaders, husbands, bosses, governing authorities, etc.


(2)  In internal subordination we are to subordinate ourselves to one another through clothing ourselves in humility toward one another, serving one another in unconditional love, and esteeming others more highly than ourselves, by considering each other as better than ourselves.
2.  “because of respect for Christ.”

a.  We are to have this external and internal subordination to others for a reason—because we respect our Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Everything we do should be done because of respect for the authority of our Lord.

c.  Our Lord was the first to demonstrate both this external respect for authority and internal love for all.  We are commanded to imitate Him.  Therefore, we subordinate ourselves to others both externally and internally because we respect what our Lord has already done, and commands of us.


d.  Respect for Christ is the subject of other Scriptures.



(1)  Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the respect of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”


(2)  2 Cor 5:11, “Therefore, because we understand respect for the Lord, we appeal to men, but we are being revealed by God.  In fact I am also confident to be revealed in your consciences.”


(3)  2 Cor 7:1, “Therefore, because we keep on having these promises, beloved ones, let us purify ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, in order to complete holiness because of respect for God.”


(4)  Rom 3:18, “There is no respect for God before their [unbelievers] eyes.”


(5)  Phil 2:12, “Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not while in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling.”

e.  The principle of doing everything we do because of respect for the Lord is summarized by Paul in Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do [both external subordination to authority and internal subordination to one another] , do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”
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