Eph 5:20



- is the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to give thanks.”

The present tense is a customary-durative present, which reasonably expects the continuation of the action over our entire spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that we are expected to produce the action.


The participle is a result participle, which is dependent upon the main verb [PLĒROW] “to be filled” back in verb 18.  The participle indicates a further result of being filled by means of the Spirit.  Its meaning is: “be filled by the Spirit with the result that you give thanks at all times.”
With this we have the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “at all times; always.”
“with the result of giving thanks at all times”
- is the preposition HUPER plus the ablative of cause/reason from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “for all things.”  The ablative of reason indicates the reason for the prayer of thanksgiving.  This could also be a genitive of advantage, indicating the thing on behalf of which the prayer of thanksgiving is given.
“for all things”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency (which BDAG translates through
) or the dative of intimate personal relationship, which would mean “in the name or person of our Lord.”  In many passages this phrase (or similar phrases) seems to be a formula:

Mk 9:38, “John said to Him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.’”
Lk 10:17, “The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.’”
Acts 4:7, “When they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire, ‘By what power, or in what name, have you done this?’”
Acts 4:10, “let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead by this name this man stands here before you in good health.”
Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
Jn 10:25, “Jesus answered them, ‘I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me.’”
Acts 16:18, “She continued doing this for many days.  But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!’  And it came out at that very moment.”
2 Thes 3:6, “Furthermore we command you, brethren, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ that you keep away from all fellow believers who live in an irresponsible manner and not according to the tradition which they have learned from us.”
Acts 3:6, “But Peter said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene walk!’”
Jam 5:14, “Is any one [in reversionism] among you sick?  He must call to himself the elders [leaders] of the church and having anointed [him] with olive oil, begin to pray for him in the name of the Lord,”
Jam 5:10, “Brethren, take as an example of perseverance in suffering and patience the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord.”
Acts 9:27, “But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”
Acts 10:48, “And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.”
Jn 14:13, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”
Jn 14:14, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”
Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”
Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”
Jn 16:23, “In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.”
Jn 16:24, “Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.”
Jn 16:26, “In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf;”
Jn 20:31, “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”
1 Cor 1:15, “in order that no one may say that you were baptized into [EIS] my name.”
1 Cor 5:4, “When you and my spirit are assembled together in the name of our Lord Jesus together with the power of our Lord Jesus,”
1 Cor 6:11, “In fact that is the sort of people you were, at least some of you.  But you permitted yourselves to be washed.  But you were sanctified.  But you were justified (acquitted, declared righteous, and made pure) by the agency of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the agency of the Spirit of our God.”
Phil 2:10, “in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred].”

With the preposition EN we have the dative neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “name, person, title.”  Thus this prepositional phrase means ‘give thanks in the name of our Lord’ or ‘give thanks through the person of our Lord.’  There is no difference between the two thoughts theologically.  Both ideas indicate that we go through Jesus Christ as our authority in giving thanks to God the Father in prayer.  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Finally, we have the phrase , which is the article-substantive-KAI-substantive construction, which indicates by the Granville-Sharp rule that the two substantives refer to the same person governed by the single article.  The dative case is the dative of indirect object from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  The conjunction KAI is used in its ascensive sense, meaning “even” or its explicative sense, meaning “that is.”  Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This phrase is also found in 1 Cor 15:24 and Jam 1:27.
“through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,”
Eph 5:20 corrected translation
“with the result of giving thanks at all times for all things through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,”
Explanation:
1.  “with the result of giving thanks at all times for all things”

a.  The entire sentence thus far now reads: “Furthermore, stop becoming intoxicated with wine, because of which is wastefulness, but be filled by the Spirit, when you express yourselves to one another by means of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, by singing and playing musical instruments with your heart to the Lord, with the result of giving thanks at all times for all things through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,…”

b.  We have a parallel passage in Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

c.  Another result of being filled by the Spirit is the motivation to give thanks to God for all that He has done for us.


d.  The filling of the Spirit produces gratitude in the believer’s soul for all the blessings of God, both spiritual and temporal.


e.  Thankfulness is a characteristic of spiritual growth and spiritual maturity.  The believer in reversionism and Christian degeneracy or perpetual carnality is grateful for nothing.  They expect God to do things for them.


f.  Thankfulness is expected of us “at all times” or “always.”  Why?  God has known every detail of our life from eternity past and has made a perfect plan with perfect provision for every detail of our life.  God has overlooked nothing with regard to us and our needs.


g.  We can be thankful for all the salvation blessings, which are eternal.


h.  We can be thankful for all the logistical grace blessings, which keep us alive and witnessing against Satan in his appeal trial.


i.  We can be thankful for all the escrow blessings for time, which make life more wonderful than we could have imagined.

j.  We can be thankful for all the blessings for eternity, being confident that heaven will be beyond anything for which we could ask or be imagining.


k.  We can be thankful for all the divine discipline, which keeps us on the right track and in line with the will of God.


l.  We can be thankful for all the undeserved suffering, which allows us to prove to the fallen angels that our faith and confidence in God is greater than any wrong done to us.


m.  We can be thankful for all the heartaches, burdens, trials, and tribulations we have to endure, knowing that these things permit us to apply our doctrinal virtues and values above and beyond the normal circumstances of life.


n.  We can be thankful for all the normal routine, grind, and drudgery in life, having complete confidence that we will receive a resurrection body that ends the divine discipline for Adam’s original sin.


o.  Therefore, there is no circumstance, no time, no situation in life for which we cannot be genuinely and truly thankful.


p.  Our gratefulness and thankfulness is a measure of our spiritual advance and state of spirituality.



(1)  If we have no gratitude or thankfulness, then we are clearly out of fellowship with God and in a state of carnality.



(2)  The amount of gratitude or thankfulness we have is a measure of how far we have advanced in the spiritual life.  If we are truly grateful at all times, then we are a spiritually mature believer.


q.  Notice the qualifying words “at all times for all things.”  God expects us to be thankful at all times for all things.  That means we don’t get to pick and choose when we want to be thankful and when we don’t want to be thankful.  God expects us to be filled by the Spirit at all times, which means we should always be thankful.


r.  The filling of the Spirit is able to handle all things that happen in life at all times in a person’s life.  The filling of the Spirit is the enabling power for the execution of the spiritual life at all times for all things.


s.  The phrase “all things at all times” does not refer to our personal sins, human good, and evil produced as a result of walking in the darkness of Satan’s cosmic system.  Those things are not a result of being filled by the Spirit.
2.  “through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,”

a.  This phrase indicates the protocol of prayer.  The prayer of thanksgiving must be given within the protocol of prayer for the Church Age believer.  Our protocol is that prayer is given in the name of or through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This protocol is taught by our Lord six times in His last instructions to His disciples the night before His death.
Jn 14:13, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”
Jn 14:14, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”
Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”
Jn 16:23, “In that day you will not question Me about anything.  Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.”
Jn 16:24, “Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.”
Jn 16:26, “In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf;”

b.  All prayer, including prayers of thanksgiving, are addressed to one person only—God the Father.

c.  Therefore, the protocol for Christian prayer is that it is done:



(1)  in the power of the Holy Spirit;



(2)  through the person or in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;



(3)  and is addressed only to God the Father.


d.  If any part of this procedure is missing, then the prayer is not heard and not answered.


e.  Dr. Hoehner states in his commentary on page 715, “Six times Jesus instructs his disciples to pray to the Father in Jesus’ name.  Here the same procedure is spelled out; namely, that the believer, filled by the Spirit, should give thanks to God the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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