Eph 5:15



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and drawing an obvious conclusion from what was just stated; namely that, God orders the carnal believer to get up and stand up out from temporal death.  Since God gives all Church Age believers the command to not live in the cosmic system of Satan, we must watch, notice, pay attention to, observe how accurately we are suppose to live the spiritual life God has provided for us.  Next we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which has the basic meaning “to see, observe, watch, or notice” something, but is used in a figurative sense two possible ways here:

(1)  to process information by giving thought: direct one’s attention to something; consider, note, as in:

1 Cor 1:26, “For consider your calling, fellow-believers…”
1 Cor 10:18, “Consider the Israel according to earthly descent.”
Col 2:5, “rejoicing and noticing your orderliness

Col 4:17, “And command Archippos: ‘Pay attention to the ministry which you received.”
1 Cor 3:10, “But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].”
1 Cor 16:10, “Now if Timothy comes, see to it that he is with you without fear.”

(2) to develop inner awareness of something: to discover, find, as in:

Rom 7:23, “but I see [in the sense of understand] a different principle in my members (physical body),”
2 Cor 7:8, “even though I did feel regret, I see [in the sense of understand] that that letter irritated you.”
Heb 3:19, “So we see [in the sense of understand] that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.

Jam 2:22, “You perceive [in the sense of understand] that doctrine kept on working together with his actions.”

Both meanings apply here.  Paul is commanding us not only to understand how accurately God expects us to live our spiritual life, but he is also commanding us to see to it that we do so.


This is followed by the adverb of manner AKRIBWS, which “pertains to strict conformity to a standard or norm, with focus on careful attention: accurately, carefully, well, conscientiously, exactly, 1 Thes 5:2; Acts 18:25-26;  23:15, 20; Mt 2:8; Lk 1:3.”
  With this we also have another adverb of manner PWS, meaning “how or in what way.”
“Therefore, consider and pay attention to how accurately [conscientiously] you must walk,”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective ASOPHOS, which means “one who lacks the power of proper discernment: unwise, foolish.”
  The complete statement, which has been reduced to an idiom from ellipsis, would be something like: ‘you must not be like the unwise’.
“not as unwise”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or like.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SOPHOS, meaning “wise in that the wisdom is divine in nature and origin as in:

Jam 3:13, “Who [is] wise and understanding among you?  He must demonstrate his actions by a noble [good, excellent, praiseworthy, pleasing to God] way of life in the sphere of wisdom’s humility.”
1 Cor 3:18-19, “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’”
Rom 16:19, “Certainly, the report of your obedience has become known to all; therefore because of you I am delighted, but I want you to be wise with reference to the good [the execution of the spiritual life], and pure with reference to the evil [the cosmic system of Satan].”

“but as wise,”
Eph 5:15 corrected translation
“Therefore, consider and pay attention to how accurately [conscientiously] you must walk, not as unwise but as wise,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, consider and pay attention to how accurately [conscientiously] you must walk,”

a.  Paul continues his thought with an obvious conclusion, which comes out of the command from God that the reversionistic and perpetually carnal believer get out of the cosmic system.  Since God gives all Church Age believers the command not to live in Satan’s cosmic system, we must watch, notice, pay attention to, observe how accurately we are suppose to live the spiritual life God has provided for us.

b.  Paul is commanding us not only to understand how accurately God expects us to live our spiritual life, but he is also commanding us to see to it that we do so.


(1)  Paul is not just asking us to consider how we should live our spiritual life and then do nothing about what we have considered.  Rather he is demanding that we not only think about what we are supposed to do, but also do it.



(2)  All the considering, understanding, and perception of how to live the spiritual life is worthless unless we do it.  Likewise, all the execution of the spiritual life is worthless, if we do not understand, perceive, and pay attention to what it is that God wants us to do.


(3)  There are two sides to this command, just as there are two sides to a coin.




(a)  On the one hand, God expects us to perceive, consider, understand, and think about how we are supposed to live our spiritual life.  That means learning the word of God, and then thinking about that doctrine as we experience things each day of our life.




(b)  On the other hand, God expects us to pay attention to and see to it that we do what we have learned, understood, and perceived from the teaching of the spiritual life in the word of God.



(4)  God commands us to understand how accurately we must walk, and also commands us to see to it that we walk in the manner which He has ordained—accurately.


c.  There is a precisely correct procedure for living the spiritual life of the Church Age.  God has a designed a system of exact protocol for the spiritual life of the royal family.  We are to do right things in a right way at the right time with the right attitude.



(1)  God expects us to do right things.  The right thing to do is what God wants, not what we want.



(2)  God expects us to do things in the right way.  The right way is according to the commands, principles, and teachings of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age found in the New Testament epistles.



(3)  God expects us to do things at the right time.  The right time is God’s timing, not our timing.



(4)  God expects us to do things with the right attitude.  The right attitude is unconditional love for all.



(5)  God expects us to learn His system of protocol on a daily basis, in order to be prepared to execute it.  A major function of how we live our spiritual life accurately and conscientiously is our daily motivation to learn the word of God.  Is God’s Word important to you every day?  Do you set aside time every day to learn something from the word of God?  Are you conscientious about doing this on a daily basis?


(6)  God expects us to stay in fellowship with Him all the time.  He expects us to be accurate and conscientious in using the recovery procedure of naming our sins to Him.



(7)  God expects us to learn and conscientiously use the problem solving devices He has provided for us.



(8)  God expects us to understand the importance of prayer and conscientiously use the power of prevailing prayer as a part of our spiritual life.


d.  The reversionistic believer and believer in perpetual carnality do not consider or pay attention to how accurately and conscientiously they must live the spiritual life, which is why they are in a state of reverting from the love of God and continually out of fellowship with God.


e.  The difference between living the spiritual life God has provided for us and not doing so is the difference between understanding and paying attention to what the word of God teaches and not doing so.


f.  Therefore, volition becomes the major issue in the execution of the spiritual life.  This command from God to consider and pay attention to how we live our spiritual life is a direct, positive, demand on the will of each individual believer.  God holds us personally responsible for the manner in which we live our spiritual life.  Each of us will give an individual account to God of the manner in which we lived our spiritual life, 2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”

g.  There are two phases to considering and paying attention to how accurately we must walk.



(1)  We must consider and pay attention to what God expects while learning doctrine.



(2)  We must consider and pay attention to what we are doing as we live our life.


h.  Paul continues his thought by describing the two contrasting ways in which believers live their spiritual life.

2.  “not as unwise”

a.  We are not to live our spiritual lives like the believer who lives in Satan’s cosmic system.

b.  We are not to live our life like the rest of the world.  We are not “normal” according to the standards of this world.  We are abnormal as far as the world of unbelievers is concerned because we have absolutely no fear of death and complete faith, trust, and confidence in God to provide for us.  The unbeliever, therefore, sees us as weirdoes, idiots, fools, naïve, stupid, childish, and uneducated.

c.  The believer who is afraid of the ridicule of his family, friends, and co-workers lays aside the spiritual life God has provided for him and decides to conform to the rest of the world, so he will not have to suffer the scorn, ridicule, and mockery of others.


d.  This believer decides that living the spiritual life God has designed for him is too high a price to pay.  ‘Going to Bible class all the time is too much of an intrusion on my other pleasures in life’, they rationalize to themselves.  ‘Having to give up sex, drinking parties, and other pleasures is too much to ask’, they tell themselves.

e.  Therefore, the carnal or reversionist believer decides to go it alone through this life.  Satan is their enemy, so they have no friends in the cosmic system.  And they make themselves the enemy of God, and thus they have no friends in the spiritual life.  The believer in reversionism lives the loneliest life that can be lived.  They have no one and nothing in their state of perpetual carnality.


f.  The believer living in the cosmic system pays no attention to what God wants, and therefore, only does what he or she wants all the time.


g.  The believer in the cosmic system does not consider how they must live the spiritual life.  They have rejected living the spiritual life for living the life they want.  It is truly all about what they want.  Their selfishness is their arrogance, and their arrogance is their rejection of the spiritual life.


h.  The believer in perpetual carnality is not concerned about accurately living as God would have them live, because they can rationalize and justify any of their decisions and actions to suit (be agreeable with) their own selfish purpose.

i.  The carnal believer is both unwise and a fool.



(1)  He is unwise because he turns his back on having the wealth of the wisdom of God in his soul.



(2)  He is a fool because he rejects having all the blessings in time that God has designed for him, in order to have the passing pleasures of sin and his selfish desires.


j.  The unwise believer has made himself wise only in his own estimation, but not in the opinion of God or others, Rom 11:25, “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  And Rom 12:16, “Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”

k.  The unwise believer has accepted the wisdom of this world as superior to the wisdom of God and made a serious mistake, 1 Cor 3:19, “For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’ And furthermore, ‘The Lord knows the designs [thoughts, reasonings] of the wise, that they are useless [pointless]’.”
3.  “but as wise,”

a.  In contrast to living our spiritual life like the carnal believer, who cares nothing about the word of God and what God wants, the wise believer cares very much about what God has to say and what God wants.

b.  The wisdom of this world is nothing compared to the wisdom of God.  The wisdom of this world will be completely and forever gone with the creation of a new heavens and new earth.  However, the wisdom and word of God remains forever: 2 Jn 1:2, “because of truth [Bible doctrine] which resides in us, and shall be with us eternally.” And 1 Pet 1:25, “‘but the word of the Lord endures into eternity.’”

c.  The wise believer is the believer with doctrine in his soul.



(1)  They became positive to the teaching of the word of God and have remained so.



(2)  They have learned the recovery procedure of naming their sins to God and use it.



(3)  They have learned the problem solving devices of the spiritual life and use them.



(4)  They have learned the importance and power of prayer and use it.



(5)  They have realized that what God wants is more important than what they want and are doing something about it.



(6)  They are conscientious about learning and doing what God wants rather than justifying their own desires and following the dictates of their personal desires.


(7)  They have become occupied with imitating the Lord Jesus Christ in unconditional love for all rather than being preoccupied with themselves and justifying their antagonism and hatred of others.


d.  The wise believer is carefully considering what the word of God teaches and paying close attention to how they apply the doctrine they have learned.


e.  The wise believer is obedient to the will of God, Rom 16:19, “Certainly, the report of your obedience has become known to all; therefore because of you I am delighted, but I want you to be wise with reference to the good [the execution of the spiritual life], and pure with reference to the evil [cosmic system of Satan].”

f.  The wise believer accepts the ‘stupidity’ of God “because the stupidity of God is wiser than mankind, and the weakness of God is stronger than mankind,” 1 Cor 1:25.


g.  Humility is the beginning of wisdom for the wise believer, 1 Cor 3:18, “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age [and he does], he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.”

h.  The wise believer lives his spiritual life according to the wisdom he has received from the teaching of the word of God, Jam 3:13, “Who [is] wise and understanding among you? He must demonstrate his actions by a noble (good, excellent, praiseworthy, pleasing to God) way of life in the sphere of wisdom’s humility.”
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