Eph 5:14



- is the inferential conjunction DIO (the combination of the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning literally “because of this”), meaning “Therefore” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak.”

“The present tense is a perfective present.  The present tense may be used to emphasize that the results of a past action are still continuing. This use of the present is especially frequent with  as an introduction to an OT quotation.  Its usual force seems to be that although the statement was spoken in the past, it still speaks today and is binding on the hearers.  Occasionally the NT writers do not name the subject of  when introducing a quotation from the OT.  A most probable explanation is that to them, what the scripture says is what God says and, consequently, there is no difference between scripture and God’s word.  A significant text, in light of this discussion, is Eph 5:14. Although introduces the quotation, it is probably not from the OT.”


The active voice indicates that the subject (God the Holy Spirit as we will see in the explanation below) produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“For this reason He says,”
- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb EGEIRW, which is used “in a command to evoke movement from a fixed position get up!, come! Mt 9:5f; Mk 2:9, 11; 3:3; 5:41; 10:49; Lk 5:23f; 6:8; 8:54; Jn 5:8; Acts 3:6; Rev 11:1; Mk 5:41; Lk 8:54; Eph 5:14.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what God reasonably expects to happen right now.


The active voice indicates that the believer living in the cosmic system in a state of perpetual carnality or carnal death is personally and individually responsible for producing the action through their own positive volition.


The imperative mood is a conditional imperative, in which a command is given followed by the conjunction KAI and another verb in the future tense (EPIPHAUSKW), so that the idea becomes “Do this and then this will happen.”  The verb in the imperative is in the conditional statement, while the verb in the future tense is in the apodosis or result statement.
With this we have the second person vocative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb KATHEUDW, which means “to sleep, literally, but is used figuratively, meaning to be spiritually indolent, ‘be indifferent, O sleeper!’ Eph 5:14.”
  The articular participle is used as a substantive; therefore, the morphology of the participle is not an issue.
“‘Get up, You sleeper;”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “furthermore, moreover, in addition, or also.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up; rise up, and is used figuratively to come back to life from the dead Jn 11:23f; 1 Cor 15:51; 1 Thes 4:16; of Jesus’ resurrection 1 Cor 15:4; Mt 17:9; Mk 8:31; 9:9f, 31; 10:34; Lk 18:33; 24:7, 46; Jn 20:9; Acts 17:3; 1 Thes 4:14; of a spiritual reawakening Eph 5:14.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety without emphasis on its beginning, end, progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer in perpetual carnality or reversionism is commanded to produce the action of standing up or rising up.


The imperative mood is a conditional imperative as we had in the previous clause.

With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “out from the dead ones” or simply “from the dead.”  This refers to those unbelievers still in the status of spiritual death and those believers living in the status of perpetual carnality or carnal/temporal death.
“furthermore, stand up out from the dead [those in spiritual and carnal death],”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EPIPHAUSKW, which means “to shine out on, arise, appear, shine for or on someone Eph 5:14.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will absolutely take place, if the previous conditional imperative command is fulfilled.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ will personally produce the action of shining on you with blessing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object/locative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “on you.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
“and Christ will shine on you.’”
Eph 5:14 corrected translation
“For this reason He says, ‘Get up, You sleeper; furthermore, stand up out from the dead [those in spiritual and carnal death], and Christ will shine on you.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason He says,”

a.  Having given the positive command to “continue walking as children of light” and the negative command to “stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness” and the reason for these commands: because “all things are going to be revealed,” Paul makes the logical connection between those demands and the further demands of God the Holy Spirit upon the degenerate believer stated in this verse.  Because we are commanded to walk in the light and stop walking in darkness, and because God will reveal all things, for this reason the reversionistic believer must wake up from his carnal death and begin living the spiritual life.

b.  These commands are given by the word of God to believers living in perpetual carnality.

c.  The subject of LEGW (= it/He says) is the word of God, whether or not the Word is actually written in the Old Testament or spoken by God the Holy Spirit.  The word of God is still the word of God whether spoken or written.  In this case we have the spoken word of God to the reversionistic or cosmic believer by God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, the translated “He says” referring to God the Holy Spirit rather than “it says” referring to the Old Testament, since this statement is never made in the Old Testament.

d.  God the Holy Spirit is speaking directly to the carnal believer through the apostle Paul and Paul quotes that which the Holy Spirit has inspired.  Therefore, we would be just as correct in translating this “He says,” showing that Paul is quoting directly from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.


e.  The only Old Testament passages that even come close to this verse are:



(1)  Isa 51:17, “Rouse yourself! Rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the Lord’s hand the cup of His anger; the chalice of reeling you have drained to the dregs.”


(2)  Isa 52:1, “Awake, awake, clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; clothe yourself in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; For the uncircumcised and the unclean will no longer come into you.”

f.  Isa 51:17 has a similar idea in which God orders the reversionistic believers who have completely drunk from the Lord’s cup of divine discipline to recover from their spiritual sleep, but the passage is certainly not quoted.


g.  Therefore, Paul is quoting God, but not the Old Testament.  Paul is quoting from the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit spoke to Paul and told him what to write in this case, and the apostle quotes directly from the teaching of the Holy Spirit.

2.  “‘Get up, You sleeper [carnal believer];”

a.  Paul gives a similar statement in Rom 13:11, “Also do this, because recognizing the time, that [it is] already time for you to wake up from sleep, for now our deliverance is nearer than when we believed.”


(1)  
The phrase “it is already time” means that we have had enough time in carnality as believers.  We do not need any more time.  We need to be alive and awake spiritually to execute God’s plan most effectively.



(2)  
God wants our testimony right now.  He does not need it next week, next year, or in the next life.  He needs the testimony of all Church Age believers right now.  Therefore, what are you waiting for?  Wake up!  God expects unconditional love from you now, today, tomorrow and the next day.  This is not an option, but a command.


b. Right now is the time to wake up from carnal death (which is also called temporal death).

c.  Sleep in the Scripture is analogous to death.  In this case, it is certainly not physical death, since we are commanded to do something.  If we are dead, then we cannot do anything in a human body to wake up.


d.  Likewise, this cannot refer to spiritual death, since we are already born again and no longer spiritually dead.


e. Therefore, the sleep mentioned here can only refer to the sleep of carnal death; that is, the status of perpetual carnality.

f.  Waking up from carnal death is also mentioned in Rev 3:2-3, “Wake up [Be constantly alert] and strengthen the remnant, who are about to die [cosmic death and sin unto death], for I have not found your accomplishments completed in the sight of my God.  Therefore, recall to mind what you have received [application of doctrine] and heard [perception of doctrine] and guard it [by living the spiritual life] and change your mind [rebound].  If, therefore, you are not awake (alert), I will come [to punish you] like a thief [both suddenly and violently], in fact, you will definitely not know at what point of time I will come to you [for administration of divine discipline].”

g.  The believer being ordered to get up or wake up has already had more than enough time to do what he or she wants.  They are lazy about getting up and doing the work expected of them by God.  They would rather lay around in the cosmic system and enjoy themselves by doing what they want to do (in this case sleep or do nothing) rather than doing what God wants, which is the execution of His will, plan, and purpose for their lives.


h.  The sleeper believer is lazy—too lazy to do what God wants.  They only want to do what they want, which often means doing nothing at all.

i.  The sleeper believer is not aware of the danger he or she is in while asleep.  The devil, like a roaring lion, is sitting at the end of the bed, ready to devour them.  It is critical that they get up and prepare to defend themselves by putting on the full armor of God.


j.  The sleeping believer is unable to learn anything.  He knows nothing and can do nothing.  The sleeping believer is ignorant of what is happening around him.  He cannot enjoy blessings from God, nor can he do anything that God wants.


k.  The sleeping believer has no prayer life, no spiritual life, no enjoyment of blessings, no genuine happiness.


l.  The sleeping believer is in the same state of darkness with their eyes closed to reality as the unbeliever living in spiritual death.  The sleeping believer is not spiritually dead, but they are functioning as if they were in carnal death.  They are sleep walking through life.


m.  The sleeping believer sees only darkness and the vague reality of a dream world that has no meaning, purpose, or real function.


n.  Therefore, this command (‘Get Up!’) is a command to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life and acknowledge one’s sins to God, 1 Jn 1:9.


o.  This command is also a command to start learning the word of God and begin growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


p.  This command is also a command to apply the doctrine we have learned to execute the will of God in all things, especially in unconditional love toward one another.

3.  “furthermore, stand up out from the dead [those in spiritual and carnal/temporal death],”

a.  God the Holy Spirit issues a further command to the reversionistic, perpetually carnal believer.  The command is to separate himself or herself from those who are still in a state of spiritual death—the unbeliever, and those still in a state of temporal death—other carnal believers.

b.  We are expected to stand up and stand apart from the rest of the world.

c.  We are not to think or act like the rest of the world, which thinks and acts as Satan wants them to think and act.


d.  We are to separate ourselves from the world, while continuing to function in the world.


(1)  Num 16:21, “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them instantly.”


(2)  Mt 25:32, “All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”


(3)  2 Cor 6:14-17, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?  And what [is] the agreement of Christ with Beliar, or what [is] the portion for the believer with the unbeliever?  And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.  ‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and stop touching what is unclean’, and I will welcome you.”


(4)  It is a similar warning to that given to the Jews of the Tribulation in Rev 18:4, “I heard another voice from heaven, saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues.’”


(5)  2 Tim 3:5, “They [believers and unbelievers in the cosmic system] hold to external forms of godliness, but have renounced the power of that same godliness; you also be turning yourself away from these men.”


(6)  2 Thes 3:6, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you separate from every believer who leads an undisciplined life [no momentum]; that is, not according to the tradition you have received from us.”


(7)  2 Thes 3:14, “If anyone does not obey our doctrinal teaching in this epistle, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.”


(8)  Rom 16:17‑18, “Turn away from them” is physical separation from troublemakers.



(9)  Rom 12:1‑3, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the grace blessings from the justice of God, that you place your bodies under orders as a living, holy sacrifice.  This is well pleasing to our God - your rational and spiritual worship.  Also, stop being molded to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the well pleasing, and the complete.”

e.  This command is directed to believers to separate themselves from the lifestyle of the unbeliever and the reversionistic believer, who cannot be distinguished from the unbeliever.


f.  The lifestyle of the unbeliever is a life controlled by the desires of the sin nature.


g.  The believer must separate himself from the unbeliever and reversionist, so that he is not influenced by his friendship with either to follow their lust pattern and do whatever he wants rather than what God wants.


h.  The principle was first stated by Paul in 1 Cor 15:33, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”  The implied action is separation from evil associations such as other believers in a state of perpetual carnality.

i.  God has called us to a system of thinking and a lifestyle of virtue and values, which the unbeliever cannot have and carnal believer does not have.  Our association with those still living in the darkness of the cosmic system can only corrupt and destroy those virtues and values.


j.  Standing up out from the dead ones is the concept of separation from others.  There are two categories of separation from people: mental and physical separation.


(1)  Mental separation.




(a)  In mental separation, there is one-way antagonism from those in the cosmic system toward you.  Your volition protects you from becoming antagonistic toward them by your use of unconditional impersonal love.




(b)  In the context of Mt 10:34‑38, certain loved ones or friends become involved in the cosmic system.  You have the alternative to follow them or take up your cross (mental separation) and follow the Lord.




(c)  The influence of carnal friends is so great on the believer that he is tempted by their love to stay with them or join them in the cosmic system.




(d)  To avoid this negative influence, the believer can maintain his correct priorities by mental preparation and separation, switching from personal love to unconditional virtue love.  In the context of our passage in Ephesians, the believer has not separated himself, but has already joined his loved ones in the cosmic system and is commanded to stand up and stand apart from them.



(e)  Mental separation emphasizes the integrity, honor and doctrinal application of the believer.  Unconditional impersonal love is not influenced by those loved ones who are residing in the cosmic system, who are reversionistic and antagonistic to doctrine.  Impersonal love functions on its own integrity and perpetuates its own priorities from the standards of the word of God.




(f)  Impersonal love emphasizes personal love for God while setting aside the functions of personal love for friends or loved ones.  Impersonal love does not compromise the believer’s standards in the spiritual life.




(g)  Mental separation, in contrast to physical separation, is therefore a separation which avoids maligning, judging, hating, criticizing, seeking revenge, hurting those with whom you’ve been intimate in the past.  Mental separation not only emphasizes integrity and honor, but perpetuates the operation of the spiritual life, and thus avoids destruction of the spiritual life.



(2)  Physical separation.




(a)  There are some cases where switching from personal love to impersonal love will not work.  For example, getting false information in the local church.  You must leave physically as well as under the principle of impersonal love.  The most basic reason is to avoid the compromise of doctrine in the soul.




(b)  Physical separation means to avoid any personal contact with a person under any circumstances.  You regard that person as dead.  This means severance of all relation with that person of any kind.




(c)  Physical separation is sometimes needed to maintain one’s priorities and to use one’s volition to remain in the spiritual life.  When some form of tyranny says, “No you cannot go to church,” then physical separation is demanded.

4.  “and Christ will shine on you.’”

a.  The concept of light shining on people is a metaphor for blessing.  An example of this is given by Isaiah in Isa 9:2-3, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light [the Lord Jesus Christ in the case of unbelievers; and Bible doctrine in the case of carnal believers]; those who live in a dark land [the cosmic system], the light will shine on them [the blessing of eternal salvation for the unbeliever and the blessing of blessings for time for the believer].  You shall multiply the nation [a metaphor for temporal blessing], You shall increase their gladness; they will be glad in Your presence as with the gladness of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.”

b.  Jesus Christ has escrow blessings for time for every Church Age believer.  These blessings are held on deposit in heaven for the believer until the believer has the spiritual capacity to enjoy the blessings and appreciate the Giver of the blessings.

c.  This statement by the Holy Spirit is a guarantee and promise that the Lord will bless the believer who turns back from the cosmic system, changes his mind about the word of God, and begins to learn and execute the will of God.

d.  This same principle is taught in the parable of the prodigal son.  When he returned to his father in a state of genuine humility and obedience, his father blessed him with open arms.  Lk 15:20-24, “So he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’  And they began to celebrate.”  This parable teaches us what God’s attitude toward us will be, when Christ will shine on those believers who get up and stand up out from the dead.
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